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Perfect Combination 


for 
5 Gifts 


e 
Christm 
Give all of your gardening friends a 2O month subscription ° 
to FLOWER & GARDEN, and a beautiful binder for their FLOWER & GARDEN lettered in 
issues. This binder cannot be purchased at any price! Gold! 

We will send an attractive gift card announcing the 20 is- 

sues and binder as coming from you. All postage is paid by ° 

us. You save time and money... plus giving a lasting and Issues Stay Securely in Place! 
valuable gift. 


Attractive and Durable! 


SAVE MONEY! Send your renewal order today. A full 20 Dark Green Sirmulated Leather! 
months will be added to the end of your present subscrip- 

tion for only $5.00 — the BINDER IS FREE. Enclose your 

Christmas orders now... the first issue, gift card and free Holds up to 20 Issues! 

binder will be sent just before Christmas. Please list gift 

subscriptions on an additional sheet of paper. : 

- . tance a . Opens Flat for Quick Reference! 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine, 
Dept. 1054, 543 Westport Road, 
Kansas City 11, Missouri Here is the Ideal Binder for your 
| am enclosing $ ____for_______subscription(s) at $5.00 copies of FLOWER & GAR- 
for 20 months each, plus the FREE BINDER with each subscription. DEN Magazine! You'll keep 
Name Z 1, a ; them fresh and clean for years, 
ee Bh 1 always handy when you need 
them. Best of all, the Binder is 
absolutely FREE with a new or 
[] New subscription [] Renewal orn renewal subscription to 
() Additional subscriptions enclosed on separate sheet FLOWER & GARDEN Maga- 
zine for 2O months. 
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The GIFT qrdener 
ery "ts Most 


a for Christmas 


More than anything else, receiving a Sudbury Soil 
Test Kit will delight everyone on your gift list who 
has a garden or house plants. Both amateur and ex- 
pert gardeners get more enjoyment and satisfaction 
from their hobby than ever before. They’!l depend on 
it for a better garden all the rest of their life—every 
season will remind them of your thoughtfulness. 


ssn ap ean ‘ : *s . The Gift that Makes Gardens Grow 


Handsome case with clear lucite a This simple, dependable, so easy to use Soil Test Kit guaran- 
sever. ante designed for the tees every gardener bigger and better flowers than ever before— 
er datos nor WS tale tor of = even surpassing the glowing pictures in the seed catalogs. It 
trogen, phosphorus, potash and gus oe =~ |=] means prize-winning vegetables ae love to brag about 
lime (pH). Simple Eecctions nd : ae sn betas —bigger, earlier, vitamin-rich, delicious—and in greater abun- 
Se (aan Ss Pe = dance. Shrubs and trees will be greener, more beautiful—the 
ete. Only $6.98! : - lawn lush and velvety green all season long. It even helps 


house plants grow better, bloom profusely. 


HORTICULTURAL SOIL TEST KIT E “ 
The ideal gift for those whose garden is their hobby. This x d Th 
ene Kit, in rugged —< om, wih aoe sane = asy as ea ing a ermometer 
service. Has carrying handle, weighs only 9% lbs., can ° 
taken to any part of the garden. Full instructions and charts Takes the Guesswork Out of Gar dening 


for 225 different flowers, vegetables, fruits, lawns. A favorite A Sudbury Soil Test Kit tells in 10 
with better gardeners everywhere. minutes just what’s wrong with the soil 


; Males over 150 oaete. Mes and how to correct it. These easy tests 

Sietions, seese ond Larmor keep gardeners from using the wrong kinds 

equipment. Owners every- “4 : of fertilizer—or too much, which can do 

where say w’omere venaite : more harm than good. Also shows whether 

ee ae [at “a>. lime is needed (pH) and the right amount, : 
There's no finer gift for gag Costs less than 10c a test. 


a: 
Mother, Dad, or a cherished 
lative or friend. *. fa ; 
sas er fiend. : No Knowledge of Chemistry Needed 
now only $15.95. : Even their first tests will be accurate and reliable. 
Soil can be tested anytime, anywhere—kitchen, cellar, 


SUPER deLUXE KIT garage, or right outdoors. 
Fer these to wham you It’s first aid for the amateur, and the expert’s con- 
want to give the best—the stant guide to prize-winning blooms—tells more about 


one being admired in picture : . s : 
above. Just as easy to use, the soil than a lifetime of gardening. 


more complete equipment, All Sudbury Soil Test Kit owners have a 


makes hundreds Of _ teste, ‘green thumb’’—they can’t make a mistake. Their 
cei —— ani. ) 3 gardens are the envy of the entire neighborhood. 


etc. Streamline, welded steel , Bs 
chest, weighs only 12% lbs. P , aft. i i 
chest, weighs only 12% Ibe. LW. We'll Gift-Wrap and Mail FREE! 
and farmers depend on it. - If you wish, just send a list of names and 
Most economical to use. : addresses to whom you want us to send 
Only $29.95. ; Soil Test Kits—then we'll gift wrap and 
mail postpaid direct to them, enclosing a 
Equally gift card bearing your name. 
irre \2 re) or —— Do your eoeing early, and 
° . or ys, avoid the holiday mail delays. 
Orders Mailed Same Day Received anniversaries, o_o om on a 
etc. eae enim ame 
Use Order Blank below, right away—when your Kits ar- 
rive you'll be so pleased you'll want to order more before 1 SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box22M South Sudbury, Mass. 
Christmas. Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail: 
Order C.O.D. plus Popular Garden Kits @ $6.98 each 


osta (or send 
ee onde 1 Horticultural Kits @ $15.95 each 


a2 338 RY postpaid, savin Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 
ov ¢ to $2.9 ‘ * 
In postal charges). i a at ro 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 22M South Sudbury, Mass. 
World’s Largest Makers — Over 500,000 Now in Use 


STORES : Serve your customers by having these unique gifts in stock 
for Christmas shoppers, and for all-year demand. Write for special offer. 





THE COVER— Vivid hued 
chrysanthemums light the land- 
scape across America this month, 
as gardens take a last colorful 
fling before frost. These golden 
beauties and their young ad- 
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Now Stern’s Announces A Rare Garden Miracle! 


Freshly Dug In Japan 
Only Days Ago... 


‘|| — RUSHED BY AIR 
FROM JAPAN! 


Now, from the Far East, rushed here by Air, to be the crowning glory of your 
garden, Tree Peonies of such rarity and magnificence you have probably never seen 
anything like them before! For centuries, they were the jealously-guarded treasures 
of the rulers of the Orient. Now they’re yours—at amazingly low cost! 


We honestly believe these are the most Their foliage is a lush deep green. To add to 
beautiful plants ever to bloom in a garden. their many splendors, they have delightful 
Lovely fully double goblet-shaped flowers perfume. Have them in pure white, gleaming 
measure up to 8 in. wide! Their petals have pink and deep crimson red. They bloom with 
the rich gleam of Oriental silk and a trans- _— royal lavishness—produce up to 200 huge 
parency unknown among lesser peonies! flowers per plant. 
Rarest of All Garden Treasures—Start to 
Bud Even Before Snow Leaves the Ground 

While the frost is still on the ground these next. What a thrill to watch them unfurl! 
glorious Tree Peonies begin active growth. What a joy when the huge flower buds ap- 
In April you’ll see their buds shoot out, then pear—and swell to the size of apples—then 
open with a remarkable unfolding of color open wide their silken petals and burst into 


RARE, EXOTIC...YET SOEASY TOGROW! | and form—the hues of the red stems and sea- _ full bloom! Folks will come miles just for a 


green leaflets varying from one plant to the glimpse of your garden. 
In 4 Radiant Colore: Live for Generations. Add Beauty Year ’Round! 
@ Unlike ordinary peony varieties, these woody with each succeeding year. Like the Giant 
DEEP CRIMSON RED bushes do not die back to the ground in Redwoods, they live for generations—for a 
PURE WHITE winter—instead grow larger and more beau- century or even more! So amazingly hardy, 
tiful each year! The bush seldom grows living blooming plants of 200 and 300 years 


GLEAMING PINK higher than 4 to 6 ft., but spreads gracefully old are reported from China and Japan! 
FALL IS IDEAL PLANTING TIME These Royal Beauties Deserve 
Order NOW with Money-Back Guarantee The Place of Honor in Your Garden 


Despite their exotic loveliness Stern's imported Tree Sie, snectacular imported Tres Peonies should be planed 
Peonies are remarkably easy to grow — flourish im any have an unobstructed view of their queenly beauty. Don’t fence 
good garden soil. We guarantee they'll bloom with great them in with other shrubs or trees. 


beauty, and grow larger and lovelier with each passing f=----VERY LIMITED SUPPLY — RUSH COUPON Poo 
year. You must be thrilled with their blooms—delighted | stems Nurseries, Dept. 120, Geneva, N. Y. — 


in every way. Otherwise receive free replacement or your Yes, I want to be among the first to have Stern’s glorious im- 
money back. ported Imperial Tree Peonies in my garden! Please rush the 
Extremely Limited Supply Rushed Here by Air plants to me as indicated below: 





Don't Lose Out — SEND TODAY! 1 for a O 3 (1 of each color) $12.00 
(STATE COLOR) 9 (3 f h | ) 0 00 
Husky field grown plants—Stern’s Hardiness Rating: AAA C0 6 (2 of each color) $22.00 oO of each color) $30. 
Each $5.00 3 for%12.00 6for#22.00 9 for $30.00 All Prices Postpaid. Check or Money Order enclosed for total. $ 
“4 (any color (1 of each (2 of each (3 of each My Tree Peonies must bloom for me and I must be fully satisfied—or I'll 
= you choose) color) color) color) receive free replacement or my money back. 
ce All Prices Postpaid « Send Check or Money Order 
Ail Easy planting directions enclosed. Name 
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JEANIE Nil 


Exciting Nearly 
ROSE 


WHITE ":.:° 


cut low. Leaving an inch or two of 
stub on your peony stalks, for exam- 
ple, is just inviting the carry-over of 
disease. Cut at, or just below, the soil 
level. On the other hand, don’t cut 
so low that you injure the buds al- 
ready formed for next year’s growth. 


The Importance of 
Garden Sanitation—Now 


The high centered large superb blooms of this new | 
Rose are attractively striking in their diffused and 
delicate colors. The fluctuating demure dainty hues 
of gold, cream and soft pink are delightfully en- 
chanting. These exquisite exhibition type blossoms 
grow freely on the strong, branchy spreading bush. 


A LITTLE time 
spent this month 


Order Now—Each $2.50 - 3 for $6.60 
Another must for your rose garden 


ardelle 


My new, really double, strikingly shapely, free 
blooming, huge white hybrid Tea Rose. 


Each $2.50 - 3 for $6.60 
Melvin E. 


WY ANT Rose Specialist Inc. 


208 Johnny Cake Ridge + Mentor, Ohio 


FALL ROSE FOLDER FREE ON REQUEST 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 

Burkleigh Compost Activator is natural: contains 
no chemicals. Makes sweet. earthy compost from 
leaves, grass clippings, garden waste, hay, straw, 
sawdust, manures, etc. A little does much. Keeps 
full strength until used 

Send only $1 for enough to activate up to two 
tons of waste material, plus complete instructions tp 
16-page composting booklet including “SECRETS OF 
SAWDUST". 

ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 561, Towson, Md. 


m HOUSE 
a” PLANT 
SENSATION 


622A Crossandra 


Undulaefolia, 
a Glorious Rare Ever- 
blooming Evergreen. 
Constantly produces 
large bright salmon 
flowers, waxy Gardenia 
like leaves. 3 seeds 
25c; 15 seeds, $1.00; 
* 50 seeds, $3.00. 
809 serene, EXACUM affine. Flowers of sky 
blue with golden stamens in profusion on bushy 
12 inch plants. Flowers the year ‘round. Pkt. 25¢. 
587A—COLEUS Park’s Brilliant. A strain which 
surpasses all others in both brilliance and vigor. 
40 seeds 25c; 200 seeds $1.00. 
884A—CLOXINIA Gigantea Mixed. Largest 
flowers (4'%2—5’’) in many new rich colors. 


Pkt. 25c. ; 
1794—AFRICAN VIOLET. Mrs. Odom's Magnifi- 
cent strain. Finest collections in America. 
50 seeds 25¢; 250 seeds $1.00. 


All & (in 25c pkts.) for $1.00 
GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 


Seeds of Hundreds of House Plants! 
GREENWOOD 88, SOUTH CAROLINA 


4 E 





and next can pay 

big dividends 

next year in your 

garden. By “big 

dividends”’ I i 

mean less work, Southeastern states 


less spray mate- by : 
rials and a much Dr. Fred J. Nisbet 


healthier and North Carolina 
more attractive garden all year long. 

The simple key to such a bonanza 
is sanitation. When summer is over 
most of us tend to relax and let things 
go. Yet if you keep your garden clean 
until the real end of the growing sea- 
son, you can avoid many troubles next 
year. 

Here is how—and why. 

Keep up your spray or dust pro- 
gram on roses. October weather is 
often just right for blackspot. Don’t 
let it spread! Keep at it right up to 
cold weather. Pick off spotted leaves 
and burn them, don’t let them get on 
the compost pile. Keep on the look- 
out for spider mites and include a 
miticide in your mix if you find any. 

Keep weeds down. Many of these 
offer a snug winter haven for insects 
and diseases. Especially watch chick- 
weed. This pest normally makes con- 
siderable growth during the winter. 
As a weed, it is not a great bother 
under average conditions. As a winter 
home for spider mites, however, it can 
have a drastic bearing on the health 
of your garden next year. It’s that 
simple. No chickweed—fewer mites. 

When you cut the tops of peren- 
nials, burn them if any trace of insect 
or disease has been seen at any time 
during the season. And when you cut, 


To sum up—keep your garden 
clean. It is far easier to avoid trouble 
than to fight it. 


Lawn Time 


In the broad area covered by this 
column no one grass or method can 
apply equally to all parts. In most 
areas, however, there is lawn work to 
be done. 

In the mountains and the upper 
Piedmont it is time for seeding new 
lawns or renovating old ones. Before 
you start, remember these major 
points. 

Without good soil preparation most 
of your effort and money will be 
wasted. First, make certain that drain- 
age is adequate. Then have your soil 
analyzed (see your garden center or 
county agent). When the report comes 
in, add the recommended amount of 
fertilizer and humus. Then prepare 
the soil, by spading or plowing, eight 
to ten inches deep. Give the final 
grading touches and you are ready to 
plant. 

When you think of seed remember 
that the best you can get is the only 
kind worth bothering with. Cheap 
seed carries inert matter and weed 
seed, so it is a waste of time and 
money in the end. Kentucky blue 
grass is still the main standby in many 
areas and makes a good turf. Among 
newer grasses Merion blue grass is 
adaptable and fine. Illihi and Penn- 
lawn are good as well. If you have 
rough conditions or poor soil where a 
turf of “high finish” is not needed, 
you will probably like Kentucky 31 


(Please turn to page 6) 
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LAST CHANCE FOR THESE FALL BARGAINS 


Pick Armfuls of 
Fragrant Purple Bouquets 


5-6 Ft. 
Tall 


PERSIAN LILACS 


SPECIAL BY MAIL—LOW PRICE 
Now get one of the 
most beautiful of all 
Lilacs at a wonderful ed. 
low price. These hardy 
Persian Lilacs never 
grow too tall or get out (in lots of 3) 
of hand as other types (1 for $1.50) 
of lilacs do. Keep their (8 for $4.50) 
graceful compact shape and BLOOM, 
RLOOM, BLOOM for weeks every year. 
So fragrant that one bouquet will scent 
a large room. Gorgeous rich purple 
blooms cover the whole shrub. Lovely 
heart-shaped leaves. Easy to grow. Our 
trees are 2 years old, well-rooted and 
1-2 ft. tall. Get in on this Special 
Itargain price by ordering today. 


Plant This Fall To 
Blanket Your Garden 
With Evergreen 


CREEPING 
PHLOX 5 for 


If you order now you $469 


can blanket the bor- 

ders of your garden in 
gorgeous pink, blue or 
white flowers for an 
unbelievably low cost (10 for $3.29) 
You get not only a (25 for $6.98) 
magnificent display of 

flowers every spring for years and years 
to come but the lovely evergreen foliage 
adds beauty to your garden all winter 
long. Delightfully fragrant. Thrive in 
sun or part shade, Do well even in poor 
soil, All well-rooted, blooming-size 
plants. Planting Instructions included. 


Mull Wilda 
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Every Season Brings Ovt A Dazzling New Color 
From Yellow to Red to Green to Crimson Fire 


a 
a #7 hy Ar 


Special-by- 
Mail Price 


You'll admire your Burning Bush (Euonymous Alatus 
Compactus) in Spring for its yellow flowers, in sum- 
mer for its dark green foliage and countless red 
berries, but IN FALL, these shrubs will actually STOP 
TRAFFIC. The flaming copper crimson foliage is so 
brilliant each shrub seems to radiate light as if it 


were on fire. Grows 4 to 5 feet high and 3 to 4 feet 
wide. Plant along foundation at front of your house 


(1 for $1.98) 
(4 fer $6.00) 


where you can enjoy their beauty from inside as well as out. Also 
magnificent when one is planted alone or use several as a hedge. 
Almost never need to be clipped or pruned. Our stock is hardy, well- 
rooted, excellent transplanting size. Planting Guide Included FREF. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Your complete satisfaction is guaranteed. If on arrival you are 
not 100% satisfied, simply return for your money back. 


October, 1958 





on a Tree Trunk 


Summer-Blooming 


SMOKE TREE 
cng ost SAAD 


for each 
Fall Planting 
(2 for $4.50) 


(4 for $8.00) 

When the other flowering trees 

on your street have quit bloom- 

ing, this breathtaking Smoke 

Tree bursts forth in all its glory. 

Gorgeous panicles may be so 

dense, you can’t see the branches. 

Looks like one huge puff of pink 

and weeks. So beautiful people 

will come from blocks around to admire it. It turns a dazzling yellow in 

Fall. Magnificent when planted in pairs. Thrives in full sun or semi- 

shade. Grows in almost any soil. Mature height 10 to 15 feet. Our stock 

is the best we've ever had. Well-rooted with good trunks. Quantities of 

this fine quality stock are low, so please order promptly. Delivered at 
proper planting time. Planting Guide Included. 


Most Beautiful of All Evergreens 
“RED BERRY” 


HOLLY 
TREES 


2 for — 


Imagine making your own Christmas 
decorations from your trees. 


© Covered With Red Berries In Fall 
and Winter 

© Grow 10-15 Ft. High—Itdeal Size for 
Every Yard 


Everyone loves Holly Leaves and Berries 
at Christmas, but think of having a 
whole Holly Tree (Ilex opaca) growing 
Our stock is guaranteed hardy, extra /% Your yard all year ‘round. No other 
choice, with ® mass of strong roots, the Evergreen is quite so beautiful in winter 
key to successful growth in your yard, when the red berries brighten your 
We offer a minimum of 2 because you whole yard. Can be trimmed to almost 
must plant 1 male along with female any size or shape. Use as frame for your 
trees in order to get berries. PLANT front door, at corner of yard or 
ING GUIDE included entrance to front walk. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 

DEPT. 830-7922, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 

Please send me my order as checked helow. 

PERSIAN LILAC ([] 1 for $1.50 [7 3 for $3.00—$1.00 ea. 

CREEPING PHLOX C) 5 for $1.69 C) 10 for $3.29 

SMOKE TREE [) 1 for $2.49 (} 2 for $4.50 

BURNING BUSH [) 1 for $1.98 [1 2 for $3.38—$1.69 ea. [| 4 for $6.00 

HOLLY TREE CL} 2 Trees (1F & 1M) $3.95 Cl 4 Trees (3F & 1M) $7.50 
') 8 Trees (7F & 1M) $14.00 

add 50c for handling and packaging. 

(] Check, cash or money order enclosed — send postpaid. 

CL) Send C.0.D. — 25% advance deposit enclosed. 


0 5 for $4.50 
- 25 for $6.98 
C) 4 fer $8.00 


ALL ORDERS 
O 


Print Name 


Address 


City Zone State 
eee eee SSS ESSE SESS SSSeeeeeeeseesaeseseseaanl 


5 





Less Usual———— PERENNIAL SEEDS 
Many fine hardy perennials are easily grown 
ps lb Fl T from seeds pened in late fall for spring ger- 
u owe Ss mination. Varieties which need a cold period to 


. break dormancy include Hardy Primroses, many 
Our illustrated catalog offers those rarer Lilies, Hardy Phlox, and others. A complete sec- 
kinds; so often suggested, — so hard to | tion in ‘Park's Flower Book of Autumn for 1958” 

| find. Sent quickly on request. Dept. V8. is devoted to these choice hardy perennials. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 9 Mers7zz> | | “Seo. w. pann sez Co. creennecs 07,5. ¢. 


Send them FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine for Christmas . . . the ideal 


’ . ’ . a 
gift for year ‘round remembrance. And you can give four gifts for only 
Here 5 How $9.00 . . . the regular price of three! You pay just $3.00 for the first 
year gift subscription, and $2.00 for each additional year or subscrip- 
tion after that. This means every fourth gift actually costs you nothing! 


Free We'll send your friends an attractive gift card announcing 
the gift of FLOWER & GARDEN as coming from you. Sub- 


Git Cau scriptions sent in now will begin with the January issue .. . 
and the first copy will arrive at Christmas time. 


Your friends in the East will receive the Eastern Edition. West of the Alle- 
ghenies, they'll receive the Mid-America Edition. This is the only gardening 
magazine in TWO EDITIONS, catering to the growing conditions of specific 
areas. 


Onder Your Clristmas Gift Subscriptions Today 
Enjoy the Easiest, most economical Christmas shopping you've ever 


done. Fill in the coupon below and mail it TODAY! Be sure to enclose 
complete names and addresses, legibly printed on a separate sheet 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
Dept. 1056, 543 Westport Road 
Kansas City 11, Missouri 


The first 1 year subscription (gift or renewal) costs $3.00, each additional 1 
year subscription costs $2.00. When you send 5 or more subscriptions, all 
subscriptions even the first, cost $2.00 each. 


| am enclosing ___ subscriptions at $3.00 for the first one, and $2.00 for 
each additional subscription. TOTAL_______ subscriptions $___ 


[-] Names and addresses are enclosed. 
[-}] Payment is enclosed. 


Sign gift cards 





MY NAME 
ADDRESS 
a ZONE__ STATE 


[) Enter my renewal, ————__- 


(code no. from recent issue) 


Southeastern 
(Continued from page 4) 
fescue as well as I do for such situa- 
tions. 

Further to the south it is time to 
think of a winter lawn. That old 
standby Italian rye grass will give you 
quick color which will be good all 
winter. Cut the established sod very 
close and sow at a rate of about four 
to five pounds per 1,000 square feet. 
Fertilize at the rate of 20 to 25 pounds 
per 1,000 square feet using any good 
general garden fertilizer. Be sure to 
water faithfully until the seedlings 
have had at least a couple of weeks 
to become established. 


Plant Daylilies 


Have you been taking notes on 
the daylilies this summer? If not, you 
may have missed a good bet. Some of 
the newer kinds, as well as such old- 
timers as ‘Hyperion, have clear col- 
ors, bloom for an extended period and 
require very little care. Be sure to try 
some of the evening blooming types. 
These open about four in the after- 
noon and last until late morning. 

You can plant these now in any 
spot that has full sun or up to medium 
shade. Work in a considerable amount 
of old manure, if you can get it, and 
space the plants at least two feet apart 
each way. 


Short Notes 


In the lower South it is time to 
plant freesias, glads and amaryllis. 

Clean your feeders (have you 
enough of them?) and feed the birds. 

In the middle and upper South 
tulips and other bulbs can go in dur- 
ing the latter part of the month. You 
will be “sowing pleasure” if you in- . 
clude some Dutch irises. 

Seeds of African daisies, stocks, 
sweet peas and larkspurs should be 
planted in the lower South. 

While summer impressions are still 
fairly fresh, make notes on what you 
did right and what wrong this year. 
These reminders will be helpful next 
winter when you are planning next 
year’s garden. They will be, that is, 
if your memory is getting worse each 
year, as mine is. 


Fall idea 


Shellac gourds when they are dry 
by dipping them in shellac. Leave a 
stem on them. Insert a safety pin 
through the stem and use it as a hook 
to suspend on a wire.—Mrs. Albert 
Henn 
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Make Delightful Arrangements 
for Color Indoors, Year ’Round! 


The pert, bright flowers are delightful in indoor flower arrange- 
ments. When cut they'll dry out quickly, retaining such vivid, 
lifelike loveliness they make beautiful, long-lasting permanent 
arrangements, that will add color inside your home throughout 
the year! 












Plant Now for Bloom THIS Season— 
Order with Money-Back Guarantee 


Plant Stern’s hardy Royal Beauty Snow Heather now, and watch 
it burst into bloom right out of the frozen ground, as early as 
this very February! See it go right on blooming, blooming, 
blooming all through March and April! You must be thrilled 
with your flowering “carpet of bloom”, satisfied in every way— 
otherwise we'll send you free replacement or a full refund. 











See How Little It Costs To Have A “‘Royal Carpet” 
of Flowers Blooming Thru The Snow 


Stern's Royal Beauty Snow Heather Plants with Flower Buds 
Available Now In Three Glorious Colors 


HAVE SOME IN .EACH COLOR 
ROSY RED BRIGHT PINK SNOW WHITE 


By old Scottish tradition, white heather is the flower that brings good 
luck! Plant the Snow White, Rosy Red and Bright Pink close together 
to form a dramatic, unusual pattern in your Royal Carpet of bloom. 











Specialists in Rare and Choice Trees, Plants and Flowers 
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sunsrn—havoe Lusk eonpet of 


ono ONOW HEATHER 
Blooming, iw your garden thurprast and, snow- 


mee FOR A “ROYAL CARPET” OF FLOWERS THIS VERY SEASON, SEND TODAY! mae 


Stern’s Nurseries, Field 120, Geneva, New York 


a 

* 2 

Prices postpaid. Send Check or Money Order. Easy planting directions enclosed. . Please send me Stern’s magnificent Royal Beauty Snow Heather : 
° ; 7 ors tly 

each $2.25 3 for $6.00 6 for $11.00 : — —_ flower buds, in the colors and quantities indicated 

medvarvet ct bisem, ” “eerpet ot teem Ceret etteen +17 BORY, ame, +_2 BRIGHT Pee +2 SNOW wire . 

‘ - 11. 

10 for $18.00 = 20 for$35.00 8 — 30 for $80.00 : O 10 for $18.00 CY 20 for $35.00 CT 30 for $50.00 : 

Sadie “"SRSRARP* “Baki? * & Cock oe Money Order enclosed for total: $__.___—_.. a 

= I understand I must be delighted. Otherwise I’ll receive free § 

* Trademark . replacement or full refund. (All prices postpaid) a 

< BR cscdiccs cues Dustcen seca eeake ae dels mo eee 

a 

iors Pearseries | 

FIELD 120, GENEVA, NEW YORK - Oo Per ik ct alain ae Mi ade ke liad Gin 6 dic ete Saws S 

ae % 
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What a thrill to start enjoying this very season! Your 
yard or garden, alive with bright blooming beauty, 
while other folks’ gardens are still in Jack Frost’s icy 
grip. Your garden, a “winter wonderland” of flowers, 
with thousands and thousands of dainty blossoms creat- 
ing a lovely royal carpet of blooms against the “white 
ermine” snow! 


Blooms Right Out of the Frozen Ground 


Perhaps no flower in the world has won so much acclaim in 
legend and song as the bonny Heather. Stern’s Royal Beauty 
Snow Heather—sometimes called Heath, or Creeping Scotch 
Heather—is in our opinion the most delightful variety of all! 
So amazingly hardy it laughs at lingering snow and frost—just 
can’t wait to bloom! Will actually bloom right out of the frozen 
snowy ground the very first season it’s in your garden! 


Ideal “‘Ground Cover’’ Plant—Delightful in Rock Gardens 


Stern’s Royal Beauty Snow Heather is easy 
to grow—thrives in poor soil where you may 
have difficulty growing other plants or 
flowers. Increases in beauty and bloom each 
year. Lives and blooms for a lifetime! Ideal 
as a creeping ground-cover plant. Perfect for 
bank planting or used as ground cover in 
and about your taller shrubs and plants. 
Delightful in rock gardens, too. Its close- 
growing evergreen foliage forms a dense mat 
of green over the ground, then bursts into 
bloom with myriads 
of vivid flowers... 
flowers that bloom ig 
so abundantly they 
literally form a 
royal carpet of 
bloom! Each plant 
spreads 15 to 20 
inches along the 
ground, never 
grows higher than 
about 4 inches. 
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® PLASTIC MARKERS THAT 
e TAKE THE GUESSWORK 
OUT OF GARDENING! 


Save time, add smart interest to your 
@ garden. Visitors appreciate correct 
identification of your plants, flowers, 
shrubs and trees without having toask. 


LIFETIME MARKERS are durable, 
heavy, white plastic. Clean, neat, 
guaranteed weatherproof. Can be used 
over and over again. Pencil markings 
stay until removed by scouring 
powder and damp cloth. 


Preferred by the Professionals! 


i | 
l} 
j 


SIZES AND STYLES 


A—4'2" Vertical Stake 

B—2” x 5” Tee Stake 

C—6” Vertical Stake 

D—1” x 2” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 

E—1” x 3” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 

F—Y2" x 2” Notched Tie-on Tag 

H—2'/2" x 8” Tee Stake 

jJ—3" x 12” Tee Stake 

K—4'2" x 18” Tee Stake 

L—18” Galvanized Spring Steel Stake 
with an E Tag. 

P—1" x 12” Vertical Stake 


POSTPAID QUANTITY PRICES 





SAMPLE ASSORTMENT $1.00 (Postpaid) 
10 each of A,C,D, F and 5 each 
of B and H. Tie-on wires included. 
NO C. O. D.'S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 


Dept. H-4 BOX No. 158 
MILFORD, MICHIGAN 
FAR wesr: Lifetime, 1964 $. 120th St., Seattle 88, Washington 


CANADA: 
C. A. Cruickshank, 1015 Mt. Pleasant Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
Dealer and Jobber inquiries invited 











Leaf Coloration, 
Compost, Fall Gardening 


A WEEKEND 
drive through 
the countryside 
or stroll through 
the woods on a 
crisp October 
day is most re- 5., he 
warding, for the New England states 
landscape this by 
month takes on Thomas Soderstrom 
a coat of bril- Yale University 
liant hues. Botanists, intrigued by the 
color changes in leaves during the au- 
tumn, have found at least some of 
the factors which cause this change. 
At the onset of fall a separation, or 
abscission, layer forms between the 
leaf and stem and thus interferes with 
the normal conduction of minerals 
and nutrients into the leaves. The 
green pigment, chlorophyll, decom- 
poses and no more is produced. Yel- 
low pigments, known as carotenes and 
xanthophylls, which are always pres- 
ent in the leaves, now appear as they 
are no longer masked by the green 
chlorophyll. Such leaves take on the 
yellow and orange hues as we see in 
the aspens, poplars and sycamores. In 
other cases, as the scarlet oaks and 
red maples, the leaves assume shades 
of red and purple. Here pigments 
(called anthocyanins) are produced, 
not having been present in conspicu- 
ous amounts before. It has been found 
that a sudden drop in temperature 
and an accumulation of sugars in the 
leaves are correlated with production 
of these pigments. Once the abscission 
layer is fully developed the leaf falls 
off, but it leaves no wound as a heal- 
ing cork layer has been developed 
along with the abscission layer. 


NEW 2&4 


dy ENGLAND 


A Compost Heap 


Rather than burn the leaves you 
rake off the ground, you might start 
a compost heap in some out of the 
way corner of the garden. A good pro- 
cedure is to make a basic layer four 
to six inches deep of inverted sod or 
other coarse material. Cover this with 
three to four inches of cow manure 
(preferably) and then alternate this 
with layers of lawn cuttings, leaves, 
and other suitable materials. By piling 
more material toward the edges you'll 
create a depression in the center to 
catch rain. Addition of a complete 
fertilizer or commercial compost acti- 
vator to each layer will hasten the 


process and produce a richer compost, 

Have a storage area and packing 
material ready for the tender bulbs 
which must be dug up when Jack 
Frost ends their growth. Dahlias 
should be cut off at about three or 
four inches above the crown, 
thoroughly dried and cleaned before 
being coated with paraffin, if you 
use this method. Gladiolus corms can 
be dug when the foliage yellows and 
then cut down to about three inches 
and dried. It’s not a bad idea to dus 
the corms with five per cent DDT to 
prevent injury from thrips. ‘Tuberous 
begonias should be cleaned before 
storing in peat moss; cannas may be 
stored as dug with the soil clinging 
to them. 

I've found that geranium plants 
can easily be carried over the winter 
in a dormant condition, though they 
begin blooming about a month later 
in the summer than those started 
from cuttings earlier in the green- 
house. Before the killing frosts come, 
dig the geranium plants, free all soil 
from their roots and remove the flow- 
ers and buds. Tie a string to the base 
of the stem and hang the whole plant 
upside down in a cool place, such as 
the basement cellar, until March. 
Then pot them up, cutting back the 
dead portions, and place in a sunny 
window until it’s time to plant them 
outdoors. The first year root system 
gives these plants a decided advan- 
tage and allows them to reach an un- 
usually good size in the garden. 


Winter Mulching 


In preparation for the winter, sev- 
eral kinds of plants need to be 
mulched now in New England. Roses, 


“Did you sterilize the clippers, dear?” 
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especially those planted this fall, 
should be provided with a mound of 
eight to ten inches of soil around the 
bases of the canes. A generous mulch 
of leaves or peat moss and humus is 
ideal for azaleas, rhododendrons, 
mountain laurel and blueberries. A 
light dressing of aluminum sulfate in 
addition will help to condition the 
soil toward the acidity which they 
require. 

The perennial beds and_ strawber- 
ries like a light mulch, preferably a 
straw or salt hay covering of a few 
inches. Leaves tend to mat too thickly 
when wet and such a packing is not 
desirable as a winter mulch. If leaves 
are used, they should be intermixed 
with branches to prevent them from 
matting. 

Freezing weather following a dry 
fall is often fatal to evergreens. 
Though it isn’t wise to water them 
too much during the fall, they should 
have a thorough soaking once prior 
to freezing weather. If they haven't 
been up to par this year they're bound 
to respond to a liberal feeding of 
manure now. 

New lawns that have grown high 
ought to be mowed to about one and 
a half or two inches so the young 
grass will not rot during the winter. 
This month is a good time to treat 
established lawns to a top dressing. 

October is planting time for many 
plants. Rose bushes can be set out 
except in regions with early or ex- 
tremely severe winters. You'll be more 
likely to receive the varieties you want 
by planting now rather than ordering 
next spring. Plant hardy lilies this 
month at about three times the depth 
of the bulb itself. Remember that they 
require a soil with good drainage. 

This is an ideal time to transplant 
lilacs and many other shrubs and 
small trees. They can be moved even 
before the leaves drop. 

Tulips can be planted until the 
ground freezes, for that matter even 
late into November if you mulch the 
ground so it doesn’t freeze and re- 
mains workable. Take advantage of 
the fall close-out sales in your neigh- 
borhood stores at the end of this 
month or next by mulching the plant- 
ing bed now so they can be planted 
later. 

A wide variety of tender green- 
house plants and bulbs have to be 
mailed out before the weather is too 
cold, so make certain you order these 
items while they can still be shipped. 
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BUE LL’S 
Me 


KING 


HOUSE 
PLANTS 


Enjoy spectacular color, 
breathtaking beauty in 
your home all winter 
long . . . with Buell’s 
Hybrid Gloxinias. Favor- 
ite of thousands—easy- 
to-raise — produce a 
profusion of immense 
blooms 4” to 6” across 
above large velvety- 
green leaves. 


IMMENSE BLOSSOMS 4”—6” Across 


Beauty Beyond Description GLOXINIA TUBERS 


The Buell Hybrid Strain includes more than 50 Buell’s Hybrids --Plump, healthy 


tubers selected 
exquisite and different color combinations beau- 


for color and size of flower. Carefully packed to 


tiful shades of red, purples, variegated pinks and assure safe arrival--will bloom in early spring. 
purples. You'll want several plants to get maxi- State color choice. 
mum enjoyment of their magnificent range of B6 (pictured above) 


| colon Beautiful shades of Red 
| E \ 7 Velvety Purples 
| America’s leading Gloxinia HYBRIDIZER Variegated Pinks each 


Variegated Purples postpaid 
Albert H. Buell is recognized as America’s lead- Trudy — one of our named varieties. 
ing gloxinia Hybridizer.. All tubers and plants Supply limited. Tubers $4 each ppd. 


are grown right in our own greenhouses where i 


we have perfect control. This assures your receiv- 
ing true-to-name varieties of tubers, more vig- GLOXINIA PLANTS 
orous plants that we can unconditionally guar- Sturdy 


3 aay plants in 214” shipping pots—carefully 
antee to grow. Over 15 yrs. customer satisfaction. 


packed--cuaranteed to arrive in first class con- 
| dition. Assorted colors only. No choice. (Not 
| Last for years shipped during December, January or February.) 


a . _ . . Will bloom in about 60 days. 
Enjoy your Buell Gloxinias indoors all winter, 


then move to porch or terrace for summer bloom- $ 2 for $1.85 6 for $4.75 
ing. Their elevant Beauty will delight you for 
years to come! 


each 3 for $2.65 12 for $8.50 
postpaid 4 for $3.50 





Best of the new and old favorites (over 200 varieties listed in 
our catalog). Sturdy plants in 214” shipping pots. Guaranteed 
safe arrival. Order now for immediate shipment, 


Old Favorites 








Black Magic Frilled Rosette Pollyanna 
Blue Moon Giant Red Bicolor Princeton 
Blue Nocturne Giant Snow Prince Ruthie 
Blue Peak Holiday Valor each 
Double Inspiration Mendota Velvet Empress 
Double Uncle Bob Northern Cheer White Goddess any 6 for 
Drops O’Wine Pink Cushion White Pride $5.25 ppd. 
MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
ORDER TODAY While stocks are 


Albert H. Buell, Dept. M-810, Eastford, Conn. 





complete. Every Buell tuber and 
plant is guaranteed to grow. All 
orders sent postpaid. Cultural in- 


structions with each order. 
inia Tubers $ > African V. Plants $ 


FREE CATALOG Buell's Gloxinia Plants $s ___Free ‘58-'59 Catalog 


Please rush me the following: 
Our new 1958-59 catalog of Gloxin- | (1 attach list of varieties or color choices for African Violets 
i 


amt. quan. amt. 





ias & African Violets is now ready. | 22d Gloxinia Tubers.) 

Lists many named varieties of Glox- All prices postpaid, Total Amount enclosed $  _ 
inias, over 200 varieties of African 
Violets, special planting soil, seed, 
Slipper Gloxinias, other house 
plants, books and cultural informa- 
tion. Send today for your free copy. 


ALBERT ws BUELL, Dept. M-810, Eastford, Conn. 
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Both OUTDOORS 
and INDOORS 
Use LEIDER All Year 


Now is the time you start thinking 
about next year’s garden. Changes you 
will make. Trees and shrubs you'll 
transplant. Beds, borders and lawns 
you'll rebuild. New flowers and vege- 
tables you'll try. 


Whatever your plans, RA-PID-GRO 
should be part of them because it 
gives a miracle touch to everything 
you grow. (1 lb. feeds 1000 sq. ft.) 

Especially fine —_ 
for African Violets 
and other house 
plants! They will 
respond with glor- 
ious bloom and lux- 
uriant foliage. 


The Original 


. 
Liquid Plant Food — and 
Pioneer in Foliage Feeding 


RFID 


Dansville, N.Y. 


Get RA*PID*GRO ot your nearest Garden Dept., 
Gorden Center or Nurseryman NOW 


RO, 
we 
ae. FLORADALE FANCY GERANIUMS 
a : § It's fascinating and easy to grow your 
= own Geranium plants from seed! More 
popular than ever—wonderful for house 
plants, window boxes, urns, and gardens. 
Enormous flowerheads— crimson, scar- 
let, salmon, rose, pink and white, mixed. 
Why pay a big price for plants when you 
can raise your own for just 10c! 
SPECIAL—SOc-Pkt. postpaid for 10c. Start seeds 
now (we tell you how to grow). Send Dime TODAY! 


BURPEE SEED CATALOG FREE — Pictures and describes 
all best flowers and vegetables, including Burpee Hybrids. 


. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 327 
pL My ogy nS Py 


Own Your Own 


URL 
CR LED. 


$ eter eu 


MR 
PE UC LS 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


Greenhouse Manufacturers 
1507 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 


10 E 


| things—the important things 
write yourself a job memo. Base it on 





Planting Time for 
Spring Flowers 


THE PERIOD 
from late Sep- 
tember through 
October holds 
plenty of work 
for gardeners in 
the Mid-Atlantic 
area. But if you Mid-Atlantic states 
have carried out by 
the lawn care Joseph K. Fischer 
steps recom- Pennsylvania 
mended in last month’s column, the 
remainder of your fall chore schedule 
should not be overly onerous. Plant- 
ing still takes precedence on the 
agenda, although you should start to 
give the usual fall clean-up tasks regu- 
lar attention to keep them from ac- 
cumulating. 

To make sure first 
first, 


you do the 


the suggestions offered in this column 
and in other Flower G Garden ar- 
ticles. Then adapt this data to suit 
your own garden situation. 

But don’t be a time-study engineer: 
trying to accurately estimate how long 
each job will take is a waste of time. 
Too many things—the children, a 
talkative neighbor, the ache in your 
back, and of course, the weather— 
can come along to upset your neat 
timetable. Just put the items on paper 
in the order of their importance, then 
move from one to the next as your 
time allows. Such planning is _par- 
ticularly valuable, almost essential for 


those whose gardening time is gen- 
erally restricted to weekends. 


Bulb Planting Time 


Planting of spring-flowering bulbs 
should be under way in earnest now, 
With the notable exception of the big, 
late-flowering tulip varieties, the 
sooner the spring bulbs get into the 
ground in fall, the better. The tulips 
can be planted now, too, but in most 
sections of the Mid-Atlantic region— 
especially the southerly ones—it is 
generally considered advisable to wait 
until November or even early Decem- 
ber (assuming the ground will still be 
workable. ) 

The least knowledgeable beginning 
gardener knows about the daffodils— 
poeticus, jonquils and other members 
of the narcissus clan. Spring would 
not be spring in this area without the 
“daffs.” Since the bulbs profit from a 
long rooting period in the ground, 
you'll do well to make a prompt selec- 
tion at your local garden shop or from 
the bulb ads in this issue. Really fore- 
sighted persons will have a list of de- 
sired varieties already made up, based 
on personal observation of bulb plant- 
ings in flower last spring. The bulbs, 
as if you didn’t know, are planted 
about eight inches deep. The big, 
fragrant Dutch hyacinths also go in 
now, and at the same depth. 

While daffodils (and the “border” 
tulips) are admittedly the heart of a 
spring-flowering bulb picture, there 
are some extra thrills in store for the 
gardener who plants a selection of the 
so-called little bulbs. The crocuses and 
grape hyacinths (muscari) are _per- 
haps the two best known kinds. But 
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the early-flowering Siberian squills 
(Scilla sibirica), the narcissus species, 
the glory-of-the-snow (chionodoxa) , 
the snowdrops (galanthus), snow- 
flakes (leucojum), winter aconite (er- 
anthis), Iris reticulata and the species 
tulips are increasing in popularity. 
This is a long overdue trend, for every 
one of them is a garden gem. 


However, for something very spe- 
cial, try some of the relatively un- 
known yet delightfully fascinating lit- 
tle bulbs such as puschkinia, brodiaea 
(tritelia), the checkered lily (Fritil- 
laria meleagris), the late-spring-flow- 
ering wood hyacinth (Scilla hispa- 
nica), the adonis, the mariposa lily 
(calochortus), the hardy cyclamen, 
the trout lily (erythronium) and the 
unique tassel or feather grape hya- 
cinth (Muscari comosum). They are 
not available at the average local gar- 
den shop; this plus the fact that they 
should be planted in early fall means 
that you’d better get a move on if you 
want them to lend their diminutive 
charm to your garden next spring. 
There’ 

titled The Little Bulbs, by Elizabeth 
Lawrence—which will at once in- 
struct and delight you. And in it is 
a list of little bulb specialists. 


Garden Notes 


What is the first autumn “killing” 
frost date in your area? Find out, and 
mark it on your calendar. A lot of 
things revolve around that date. Be 
sure all tender plants (including house 
plants) and tender summer-flowering 
bulbs and tubers are indoors before 
then. Dust them with a combination 
insecticide-fungicide and store in a 
cool (45-50 degree) and dry place. 


Don’t forget to mow the lawn 
whenever needed. If you haven't fed 
it since spring, fertilize it now with 
one of the urea-form products. Keep 
fallen leaves raked off the grass, daily 
if necessary. 


There’s still time, 
cess, 


but not an ex- 
for the planting of evergreens 
and perennials. And make a note that 
late October brings rosebush and de- 
ciduous shrubs and tree planting time. 


Remember that every newly set out 
plant is in need of extra care until 
it re-establishes itself. Water is the 
principal requirement; soak the soil 
around each plant deeply (at least 
four to six inches, more for big speci- 
mens), whenever rainfall is inade- 
quate in any given week. # 
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Protect Your Tree 


vile 
ava meget Ph 


in Tebes 
or Cans : 
a 
The TANGLEFOOT COMPANY 


’ 
Ton eG ae 
AQUARIUM PLANT 


Curly leaved Lace Plant, Poor Man’s Lace Plant, Temple 
Plant, Dwarf Aquarium Lily, at $1, collection, 3 different $2. 


FOOTBALL LILY 


Haemanthus Katherinae, bright red African Amaryllid, $2. 


MINIATURE ORCHIDS 


Household thriving, cattleva type at $3.50. 3 


against destructive climbing insects. 
No poisonous chemicals. 


different $10 
Pp.p. Nerine Bowdenii, Fall blooming Amaryllid, 3 for $1. 
Hardy Garden Cyclamen, 3 assorted $1. Tulbaghia Fragrans, 
fall everblooming lilac sweet-scented African Amaryllis, 
3 for $1, p.p. with other plant order. 

Free catalog, wholesale, retail. All plants blooming size. 
We ship to California and Hawaii. 


J. M. Seide, Marblehead, Massachusetts 


Wayside & Gardens 


Wayside’s new catalog 


stands out 
from all the rest 


Gardeners everywhere look to Wayside for the 
newest and finest in horticulture. From coast to 
coast, they eagerly await and depend on Wayside 
Gardens’ complete 156 page Fall Catalog to sup- 
ply the latest developments in garden beauty. A 
masterpiece of catalog compilation, its range of 
subjects embraces no fewer than 1300 outstand- 
ing new roses, exotic lilies. flowering shrubs and 
trees, rare bulbs, and hardy “Pedigreed’’ plants 
of unequaled quality. Illustrated are a few of the 
many delightful new subjects offered. 
New FLORIBUNDA ROSE, Allgold. 
Hailed by growers everywhere as the most 
magnificent new yellow Floribunda ever in- 
troduced. For depth of color, freedom of 
bloom and health of growth, it is without 
equal. Large, rich, golden-yellow flowers 
bloom lavishly. Unfading color. 
New HEMEROCALLIS. Most fabulous 
Daylilies offered in many years. They possess 
all the fine qualities of famous Hyperion. 
Helios. Finest red Daylily ever created. 
Blazing flowers of true flame-red have all 
the glowing brilliance of the setting sun. 
Masses of stunning, 5” flowers bloom freely. 
Apollo. Best apricot Daylily to date. Blooms 
lavishly. Produces quantities of graceful, iri- 
descent, deep apricot-yellow flowers on slender 
30” stems. 
Weatherproof 
Daffodil 


New Fascinating HOBBY o: 
HOME.-BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! 
Learn little. known techniques for growing liv- 
ing “Ming” Trees only inches high. Beauti- 
ful Elm, we herry, Orange, Cypress, Peach, 
etc.. that BLOSSOM AND BEAR TINY 
TASTY FRUIT. Help Fill demand for these 
sensational dwarfed ees. FREE SEEDS 
(8 kinds) and Illustrated Plan, write: 


MINIATURE TREE NURSERIES, Dept.m- 10 (Home-Growers Division) Gardena, Calif 


Activw O&O 


activates compost, energizes and conditions soils, 
makes fertilizer more efficient. Just mix with waste 
material (compost) or with fertilizer, mulch, seed, 
etc., or dig-in or spray-on soil. Sizes $1.39 to $29.95. 
Prepaid $6.95 size treats 2 tons compost, 6500 Ibs. 
fertilizer, mulch, etc., of 32—400 bushels seed. 


Cupboard, Box 61-G, Terre Haute 12P, Indiana 


fs 


Allgold 
Plant Pat. 1665 


New 
FLORIBUNDA ROSE, 


Helios 


New “WEATHERPROOE” Daffodils. Virtually inde- 


structible, 


these sensational new giants bloom happily in 


wind, rain or burning sun. Exquisite flowers with enormous 
perianths have short, ruffled cups of pale yellow to rich gold. 
Multiply with amazing speed. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


Duke of 
AUT tla 


To get your copy, please enclose $1.00 to cover postage and 
handling costs of this heavy book. Nothing can compare 


with its complete selection of magnificent garden subjects. 


156 pages, 


with hundreds of true-color illustrations and 
helpful cultural directions. 


Featured are over 1300 new 


roses, flowering shrubs and trees, rare bulbs, exotic lilies 
and hardy “Pedigreed” plants, all grown and tested in 
America’s most carefully supervised nursery. 


218 MENTOR AVE. 


WENN Rate [a 


MENTOR, OHIO 


Gardens 
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Live Gracieusly 


THRILL TO THE BEAUTIES OF 


CLEMATIS | 


Perennial Vine . . . Large Flowers 
Easy to Grow and Care For 
Breathtakingly Lovely 


The masses of gorgeous color on your 
terrace, patio, porch side or in a special 
planter on wheels near your pool or 
pond will bring you hours of pleasure 
—help you to relax and sooth away 
the cares of the day’s work and hustle. 


Each flower is a piece of perfection, and 
each vine produces dozens of beautiful 
blooms. With several varieties you'll enjoy 
blossoms from June to Sept. and at a cost 
surprisingly low! To acquaint vou with the 
beauty and possibilities of Clematis, this 
offer brings you one each of three healthy, 
large-flowering plants: LORD NEVILLE, 
bluish purvle: HENRYI, white; CRIMSON 
STAR, red. Shipped postpaid at best fall 
planting time. 


All 3 for only $5.38 


ORDER TODAY 
FREE CATALOG describes and illustrates many 
different varieties of Clematis as well as other 
vines and ornamentals, most in full color. 
Also gives you valuable cultural tips. It’s free 
on request. 


JAMES |. GEORGE & SON, INC. 


FAIRPORT 4, N. Y. 
’ USE THIS COUPON 


en Ae ect ete it Natta te etn ee Nt 


To JAMES I. GEORGE 
& SON, Inc. 
Fairport 4, N. Y. 


Full 
Color 
Catalog 
rae19 


— 


I enclose $________for which please send 


me postpaid offer(s) of three 
Clematis (one each of Henryi, Lord Neville 
and Crimson Star in each offer). 


Name 


St. & No._ 








City, Zone, State. 


[] Send free color catalog. 


Why 


Peonies 


Don’t 


Bloom 


by Daniel J. Foley 


“Wy DON’T MY peonies bloom?” 
is a question frequently heard. The 
question often is asked concerning old 
plants which have not been disturbed 
for years, or it may refer to newly-set 
roots planted within a year or two. 
Too deep planting is often the reason. 
Roots should be planted so that the 
sprout eyes are not more than two 
inches below the surface of the soil, 
but if your soil is unusually heavy, 
one inch below the surface is sufficient 
covering. 

Close examination of spring growth 
will indicate that each stem which 
emerges in the spring must rise three 
feet or more to produce a crop of 
foliage and one or more blossoms 
within a matter of six weeks. If the 
stem is required to make its way 
through a considerable depth of soil, 
it can hardly be expected to produce 
normal foliage and quality bloom. 

Other reasons may be attributed to 
poor soil, lack of plant food or a lack 
of moisture during the previous sea- 
son when buds were forming. Too 
much shade, competition from tree 
roots and damage by late frost are 
other factors. Then too, small divi- 
sions require several years to reach 
blooming size. 

Most serious of all the trouble may 
be botrytis blight, which causes the 
stems to turn black. Spray with Bor- 
deaux mixture if the infection is mild, 
but if the entire plant is affected, it 
is best to dig it up and burn it to 
avoid spreading the disease to healthy 
plants. ¢ 


COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY 


A new six-page bulletin “How to Im- 
prove Your Color Photography” by A. C. 
Shelton, is available free of charge from 
Colorfax Laboratories, 1160 Bonifant St., 
Silver Spring, Maryland. The booklet is 
full of helpful information on the use 
of color films. 








Do-It-Yourself With These 
FREE Handcraft Plans 


It’s easy to make these items: 

TRELLIS STEP STOOL BURGER PRESS 
TOY BOX SPICE RACK PLANTERS 
LAMPS WEATHERVANE MONOGRAMS 
PULL TOYS CHILD'S SWING BIRD HOUSES 
PitUS many other easy to use plans, whether yoy 
own a shop full of power equipment or just a 
coping saw. All of these, just to introduce you to 
America’s newest and most exciting magazine . , , 
The WORKBENCH .. . chuck full of homecraft 
and do-it-yourself ideas. 
Issued every other month, 35c a copy newsstand 
price, $2.00 a year by mail. Send just $1.00 for 
10 months (5 issues) today. If you're not com- 
pletely happy with first copy, your money back 
promptly. 


WORKBENCH 


723 Handcraft Bidg. Kansas City 11, Mo. 


Perma-Newt 


FOR FALL AND SUMMER 
INDOOR GARDENING 
PERMANEST PLANT TRAYS 


See How They Nest 

Made of shatterproof hi-impact plastic in soft neutral colors, 
Excellent seed, slip and starter trays because the crvystal- 
hard surfaces never get soggy or harbour bacteria. Drainace 
holes easily inserted. As watertite trays, they are ideal for 
grouping potted plants with natural watering from the 
bottom. Make your winter gardening more enjoyable and 
successful. 


SIX SIZES — Grey or Light Green 
22 x ll x 2%” 8 x 12 x 2%” 
2 for $3.50 © 4 for $6.95 3 for $1.75 © 6 for $2.95 
6 for $8.95 12 for $5.50 
8x 8 x 2%” 4x8 x 2%” 

3 for $1.45 ¢ 6 for $2.50 6 for $1.45 © 12 for $2.50 
12 tor $4.50 24 for $4.75 
Combination offer one of each 4 sizes — $2.95 
LARGE BULB TRAY—13x15x4” deep—3 for $5.50 
GRACEFUL PLANTER—19x6x4”" deep—3 for $4.00 


CRYSTAL-LITE INDOOR GREENHOUSE 


2 Ft. Long, 2 Ft. High, 18 Inches Wide 


Ideal humidity and automatic sunshine. Brings any seed- 
ling and plant to luxurious bloom without davlight. Beau- 
tiful center of attraction in any room, Crystal-clear Bakelite 
vinyl top on polished aluminum frame. Fibre-glass wicks 
provide perfect root watering. Greenhouse — complete as 
pictured — $12.95. Fluorescent light with tube — $8.5. 
Automatic Timer for Light—$8.95. See timer & light below. 


MOISTRITE FLUORESCENT KIT 


2 Ft. Long x 1 Ft. Wide 
Keeps those rooted and potted plants perfectly sunned and 
watered. Makes slips and seedlings thrive. Grev enameled 
light on aluminum legs — $9.95 with tube. MoistRite K‘t 
under light—2 ft. long x 1 ft. wide x 3 inches deep tray on 
brass stand with fibre glass wicks and 2 pint reservoir 
$4.25. Both $13.95. 


Add 10% postage to all items except timer. 
Full Refund Guarantee. 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 


DEPT. 22118 ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
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The Case of the Dissatisfied Flax 


by Marguerite P. Kunkel, Maine 


SINCE THE APPLICATION of an or- 
ganic mulch, and humus-rich soil, the 
reaction of a cherished but extremely 
tired looking clump of perennial flax 
in my garden has been little short of 
phenomenal. 


To anyone who is familiar with the 
characteristic legginess and fragile ap- 
pearance of the perennial flaxes, both 
Linum flavum and L. perenne (blue 
flax), the astounding improvement 
would be even more apparent since 
the flaxes do not, as a rule, become 
masses of color. 

Several years ago I obtained plants 
of golden flax (L. flavum) and I was 
determined to achieve with 
them. I wanted them for a permanent 
planting for a sunny wall-nook where 
the bright yellow blossoms could “spill 
over” in gay profusion. 


success 


This profusion was lacking for two 
seasons and the plant languished and 
drooped; only an occasional blossom 
came out. I decided to take matters 
into my own hands, since failure 
seemed the result of following speci- 
fied growing directions for flax. These 
directions read, “give L. flavum a 
light, sandy soil of only moderate fer- 
tility and keep it well on the dry side.” 

Disregarding all previous planting 
directions of L. flavum, I took out 
the flax and spaded the area deeply, 
incorporating generous quantities of 
rich compost, well-rotted manure and 
a basket of particularly humusy soil 
which I reserve for “pets.” After re- 
setting the flax, I mulched the entire 
area heavily with compost, bringing it 
high up to the slender stems. 


In less than two weeks my golden 
flax was taking on a definite “new 
look”—it was filling out rapidly with 
beautiful, gray-green leaves and _ vis- 
itors who “knew flax” were warning 
me that “you can’t do that with flax.” 
“You'll get all foliage and no flowers.” 


The following spring I renewed the 
mulch after working in what remained 
from the previous fall application. By 
Mid-June, L. flavum began produc- 
ing blossoms by the dozens and had 
soon achieved that coveted state of 
“gay profusion.” 

With a group of blue delphiniums 
as a background, there is no prettier 
spot in my garden. ¢ 
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ORDER NOW AND GET IN ON THIS PRE-SEASON BARGAIN 
Glorify Your Yard and Property With This Beautiful 
Living Fence at Amazing Low Cost! 


LIFETIME 
» MULTIFLORA 















































or 
A Part 
Kt 
PEK 
e Featured in LIFE Magazine * Keeps Out Dogs, Trespassers—Keeps in Children, 
Pets, Livestock 
* Grows Fast—Yet Needs Little Care 





* Blooms in Spring with Thousands of White Roses 














So Strong A Mature Fence Will Stop A . ae. eae. monte tion at 
Car Going 60 Miles Per Hour = 1 practica 


amazing low cost. 
no maintenance, Actual tests 










































tdescribed in LIFE article of June 20, 1955) proved 

mature Multiflora Rose Fence will stop a car at 

; ad " si. ; driving speed. Yet these magnificent fences cost a 

Special By Mail Prices tiny fraction of a wooden or wire fence and add far 

nore beauty to your yard. White roses in spring, 

25 Plants (37% ee $ 2.98 zreen foliage in spring ‘and summer. bright berries 

in fall and winter, Lovely all four seasons. Thrive 

50 Plants ( 75 ft.) ste eeetenereeeee 5.49 in almost = _ for ae et or ieee 

lar fencing test fo arge suburban yards, fs s, 

100 Plants (150 ft.) cr eveerereccocce 9.95 eae aaenaaeg for “this fall are eh ni to coer 

disappoiatment rush your order TODAY! Delivery 

250 Plants (375 ft.) cececcccocccce 22.50 will * ‘mee at the propet ‘pleating time this ‘fall, 
500 Plants (750 ft.) 39.95 


Our stock is top-quality, at least 1-2 ft. tall, well- FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 























rooted. Planting instructions included with every 1 DEPT. 270-922, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 
order. Postage paid on prepaid orders. C.0.D.'s | Please send me at the proper planting time........ 
welcome with 25° advance deposit. | Lifetime Multiflora Rose Plants. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE | Prime MOMS... ccc cccccccccscsoescececosececeseseces 
Address onc ccccencescocceceececesce 
if, on delivery. you are not 100°, satisfied, return | 2 
for your money back. 1 City... nicccd ounces ceccQiteds ae eseeeencaaqehs 
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Cohasset Colonials were chosen 











for the restoration of the public 








rooms of New England’s famed 


1686 








Wayside Inn — built in 
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“Built in the old Colonial day 
When men lived in a grander way 
With ampler hospitality” 

















Longfellow ... 
“Tales of a Wayside Inn.” 











Cohasset Colonial Settee (Kit $34.95) 
Photo courtesy Wayside Inn 













Now YOU CAN ADD colonial charm to your home with Cohasset 
Colonial furniture kits. We send you the quality parts plus easy to follow 
instructions. You assemble, finish and save the expensive labor. You'll 
thoroughly enjoy fitting the precision pieces, then applying the stain 
and wax to bring out the natural beauty of pine and maple. 





























SEND 10c¢ for CATALOG illustrating complete collection of 17th and 18th 
century masterpieces for home assembly. Shows furniture for every room 
in the house and includes tips on finishing. 














Some pieces also available assembled unfinished. 


Cohassel Cotontals 


47 Parker Avenue 

























Cohasset, Massachusetts 















1 BARGAINS 


Agapanthus. Blue Love Flower 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily. Mixed 
Allium Giganteum. Purple. 5 ft. 
Amaryllis Belladonna. Bright Pink 
Anemone St. Bavo Strain. Very Early 
Anemone Apennina. Mixed Colors 
Anemone Blanda. Mixed Colors 
Arum Cornutum. Voodoo Lily 
1 Arum Dranunculus. Common Dragon 
Arum Italicum. Very Hardy Species 
Arum Pictum. Odorless Black Calla 
Babiana. Vivid Colors. Mixed 
Bletilla. Hardy Orchid 
Bloomeria Aurea. Bright Yellow 
Broadiaea. California Hyacinth 
Caladium—Fancy Leaf. Jumbo Size 
Calla Aethiopica. Large White 
Calla Hygrophylium. Purple Edged 
Calochortus. Mariposa Tulip 
Camassia. Blue Camas Lily 
Colchicum. Flowers Without Soil 
Clivia Plant. Evergreen Amaryilid 
Crinum. Huge Lily-Like Flowers 
Curcuma. Exotic India Ginger Lily 
Cyclamen (Hardy). Fall-Flowering 
Cyclamen (Hardy). Spring-Flowering 
Cyclamen Persicum. For Pots 
Dicentra. Everblooming Bleeding Heart 
Dicentra. Heart-Shaped Type 
Epidendrum Orchid. Free-Flowering 
Eremurus. Foxtail Lily 
Erythronium. Dog Tooth’s Violet 
Freesias. Mixed Colors 
Fritillaria. Guinea Hen Flower 
Funkia Variegated. Plantain Lily 
Gladioli—Winter Hardy Type 
Gladioli — Minature Type 
Gypsophila. Baby’s Breath 
Hawaiian Ti Plants. | Red, | Green 
Hedychium. Rore Butterfly Lily 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed 
Iris—Tall Bearded. Mixed Colors 
lris—Autumn Flowering. Mixed 
iris—Dwarf (Pumila). Very Early 
Iris—Siberica. Blue or White 
Iris—Tectorum (Orchid Iris 
Iris—Kaempferi (Japanese 
Ixia. Lovely Corn Flower. 
Ixiolirion Pallasi. Very Fine 
Lachenalia. Firecracker Plant 
Leucocoryne. Glory of the Sun 
Leucojum Vernum. Snowflake 
Lilium Auratum. Gold Banded Lily 
Lilium Candidum. Madonna Lily 
Lilium Estate. Easter Lily 
Lilium Fire King. Dazzling 
Lilium Henryi. Orange Speciosum 
Lilium Red Russian. Deep Red 
Lilium Regale. Old Favorite 
Lilium Rubrum. Pink Show Lily 
Lycoris Squamigera. Hardy Amaryllis 
Lycoris Aurea. Golden Yellow 
Lycoris Radiata. Bright Red 
Lycoris Sanguinea. Bright Orange 
Mertensia. Virginia Blue Bells 
Muscari Alba. White Grape Hyacinth 
Narcissus Paperwhite. Imported 
Nerines. Fall Flowering Amaryllid 
Orchid (Cymbidium) Back Bulb 
Oriental Poppies. Dazzling Shades 
Ornithogalum “‘Chincherinchee’’ 
Ornithogalum. Star of Bethlehem 
Oxalis. Rare Double Yellow Type 
Phiox. Extra Fine Imported Strain 
Puschkinia. Lebanon Squill 
Saxifraga Plena. Double Saxifrage 
Scilla Peruvian. Deep Blue 
Scilla Peruvian. Alba. White 
Sparaxis. Rainbow Mixture 
Sternbergia. Lily of the Field 
Strelitzia Plant. Bird of Paradise 
] 10 Tree Peony Seeds. Mixed Colors 
} 20 Tritelia. Spring Star Flower 
} : Tritoma. Red Hot Poker 
4 Tritonia. Flame Freesias. Fine 
World’s Most Complete Bulb Catalog—25¢ ppd. 
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GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. | 
24330 Drake Rd., Farmington, Mich. 

Enclosed find $ Send me the | 
items checked above at proper time this fall. 

1 understand | am to be completely satisfied or | 
my money will be refunded. (Orders of $10.00 | 
or more shipped postpaid; under $10.00 add 
50c for handling. Sorry — no C.O.D.’s.) 

Name 


Address 








Won’t Your 


Poinsettia Behave? 


by Fred J. Nisbet 


HAvE you EVER saved a poinsettia 
from one Christmas to another, only 
to have it bloom months late, if at all? 

Many a gardener has been disap- 
pointed this way and given up. There 
is no need of that, though, if you un- 
derstand one simple trait of this crit- 
ter. 

Many plants are controlled in their 
vegetative growth and in their bloom- 
ing by the length of daylight. Some, 
indeed, have to have a special com- 
bination of day length and tempera- 
ture. There are some plants, however, 
which are not affected at all. 

Some plants need a “long day,” that 

12 to 14 hours of daylight or more 
in order to bloom. The fuchsia is a 
good example. 

Poinsettia is a short day plant. 
When days are long, it makes its vege- 
tative growth. As the days shorten 
buds are formed. Then with very short 
days at Christmas-time, the colorful 
bracts help make the holiday merry. 

That is, they will have their color- 
ful “blooms” if you really give them 
a short day. But if you have them as 
a house plant in the living room, 
what then? 

With the lights on in the same room 
until after the 11 o’clock news on TV 
you are providing a long day. Then 
the plants won't bloom. Even less light 
than this will spell trouble. Short days 
mean long nights. Yet if the long dark 
period is broken regularly for only a 
few moments the plants will react as 
if they were experiencing long days. 
Simple isn’t it? 

Just keep your usual routine with 
these gay symbols of Christmas, but 
see that they are kept in a room where 
natural daylight is the only light. 
will make their growth in the sum- 
mer, set their buds in the fall and 
then, in December, open their bracts. 
When these show a deep color every- 
thing is safe. 

Then you can bring them out into 
the evening light without fear of trou- 
ble. Once the color has developed, 
day length has no effect. 

If you are growing a poinsettia for 
this Christmas, try this system. It will 
work if you start early enough. 

If you have tried and failed before, | 


They 


| keep your poinsettia this Christmas 


and try again. ¢ 
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BULBS 


Guaranteed to Satisfy or Your Money Back 


Order all you want at this sensational price, but 
please not less than 50 of any variety. All genuine 
imported Holland bulbs—guaranteed to bloom. Bulbs 
are hardy—naturalize easily. Plant them freely ond 
they will bloom year after year. Order now for a riot 
of color during late winter and early spring. Good 
in pots for your indoor garden too. 
(C) ALLIUM “MOLY.” New dazzling yellow cutting 
flower. Fine for naturalizing. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(1 DUTCH IRIS. Mixed yellows, 
whites and blues. Fine for cutting 
and corsages. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00, 
(C MUSCARI (Grape Hyacinth). For 
a carpet of blue to lend contrast to 
your golden daffodils, plant these 
freely. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00, 
C) FALL-FLOWERING CROCUS. The 
“Mystery Bulb.’’ Will bloom with- 
out soil or water indoors, but is 
best grown outdoors. Delicate lilac 
blue flowers. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(CD SPRING-FLOWERING CROCUS. 
Selected blues, whites and yellows. 
Will bloom weeks before regular 
varieties. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(1 CHIONODOXA (Glories of the 
Snow). Bright blue with white cen- 
ters. The earliest of all spring 
flowers. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(1) SCILLA CAMPANULATA (Span- 
ish Squills). Shades of rose, white 
and blue. Large bells — sturdy 
stems. ¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
DCOSCILLA SIBERICA (Siberian 
Squill). A bright blue flower. One 
of the most valued of all Spring 
flowers. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
GALANTHUS. Snowdrops. Dainty, pure white 
wers. Dwarf, and very early. Fine for borders, 
rockeries, or naturalizing. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(CO ANEMONES. The “Wind Flower.’ A dazzling 
mixture of colors. They make magnificent cut flower 
bouquets. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 
(CO RANUNCULUS. The “Asiatic Rose,’ so called be- 
cause the fully double flowers resemble the rose, 
and are supplied in a wide range of bright, vivid 
flowers. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 


| (1) OXALIS. The Shamrock, or Lucky Four Leaf Clover. 


Dainty pink flowers; attractive green leaves, spotted 
brown. Fine for pots or garden. 2¢ ea.; 50 for $1.00. 


| 
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+‘. Giant Darwin Tulips. First Size 

5 Giant Cottage Tulips. First Size 
Giant Breeder Tulips. First Size... 
Giant Triumph Tulips. First Size 
Giant Mendel Tulips. First Size 
Single Early Tulips. First Size 
Double Early Tulips. First Size 
Double Late (Peony) Tulips. First Size 
Parrot Tulips. First Size 
Bizarre (Rembrandt) Tulips. 
Lily-Flowered Tulips. First Size 
“Red Emperor’ Tulips. First Size 
Black Parrot Tulips. First Size 

Ivory White Parrot Tulips. First Size 
Yellow Parrot Tulips. First Size 
Exciting New Peacock Tulips 
Kaumanniana (Water Lily) Tulips 
Praestans (Bunch-Flowered) Tulips 
Clusiana (Lady Tulip) Tulips 

White Emperor (Fosteriana) Tulips 
Yeliow Emperor (Fosteriana) — 
Golden Trumpet Daffodils ; 
Pure White Trumpet Daffodils 

Pink Trumpet Daffodils 
Double-Flowered Daffodils. 

Large Hyacinth Bulbs 

Pure Yellow Hyacinths 

Double (Rosette) Hyacinths. ....... 

3 Fairy (Borah) Hyacinths for Indoors 


(See other S1 Bargains elsewhere in this magazine! 


cC------— 
| GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 
| 24330 Drake Rd., Farmington, Mich. 
| Enclosed find $ . Send me the items 
checked above at proper time this Fall. | under- 
| stand | am to be completely satisfied or my 
| money will be refunded. (Orders of $10.00 or 
more shipped postpaid; under $10.00, add 50c 
| 
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Jewell Casey 
Dear Editor: 


I would like for you to know that my sister, 
Jewell Casey, died in March following a 
prolonged illness. She was extremely in- 
terested in your magazine and had con- 
tributed several articles to it. 
Jane Green 
Brownwood, Texas 
With her excellent photography and 
writing on flowers of the Southwest 
and on interesting house plants, Jewell 
Casey made a real contribution to 
gardening. Many other publications 
besides FLOWER & GARDEN have used 
her material. We are glad that we 
still have three of her articles sched- 
uled for future issues. Another, “Easy 
to Grow Cacti,” appears this month on 
page 34. 


It's An Idea... 


One of the decorative and handy 
six-part drinking glass carriers makes 
a good place for setting small potted 
plants. The plants can be moved 
from place to place and the unusual 
holder gives them a nice setting. 
They are convenient when taking 
plants to the kitchen for special 
attention. 

Mrs. E. A. Stowell 


THEIR ROSES ‘TOPS’ 


These two smiling gardeners were photographed | 
here in a moment of glory—they had just won 
the coveted Nicholson Bowl trophy, the highest 
award of the American Rose Society at its an- 
nual national rose show. The winners were Mr. 
and Mrs. D. O. Watskey of Independence, Mo., 
and they are shown with their seven winning 
roses at the show, held in Kansas City earlier 
this year. The winning blooms were ‘Peace,’ 
‘Pink Favorite,’ ‘Burnaby,’ ‘McGredy’s Favorite,’ 
‘Opera,’ ‘Confidence’ and ‘Charles Mallerin.’ 































October, 1958 


sooouneeecceccccceeccco 


ee 
“rahe 


ee 


Now You Can Grow Magnificent 


CLEMATIS with HUGE FLOWERS 


SIX to EIGHT 


It’s Easy with these 
Better Varieties 





FALL PLANTING IDEAL —Henav 
FIELD 


You'll actually raise sensational six- 
to-eight-inch flowers on the four new 
hybrid Clematis described below. We 
offer you also a well-known old 
favorite, Clematis Jackmani, not be- 
cause its blooms are so large, but 
because it bears normal-size flowers 
in unsurpassed abundance. To add to 
your home’s beauty choose from the 
following: 


CRIMSON STAR. The finest red—a true, 
rich red. Blooms profusely from July 
to September. Catalog No. Al708M. 


LANUGINOSA CANDIDA. Loaded with 
huge, pure white flowers in summer 


and autumn. Catalog No. Al707M. 


RAMONA. Giant flowers of soft, sil- 
very, lavender-blue, accentuated by a 
center disk of darker-colored anthers. 


Catalog No. Al718M. 


LADY BETTY BALFOUR. Huge flowers 


of rich, deep velvety blue. Catalog 
No. Al715M. 


JACKMANI. The old favorite of deep 
velvety purple. Catalog No. Al712M. 


INDIVIDUAL PRICES on all five varieties 
described above: 98c each; 2 for $1.85, 
postpaid to your door. 









Red, White and Purple Bargain)*** 
One each of Red Crimson Star, 
White Lanuginosa Candida, and 
Purple Jackmani — all three for 
only $2.69 postpaid to your door. 
Catalog No. A2410XM. 


No climber, not even climbing roses, 
will give you more flowers, nor more 
beautiful flowers, than these hardy Cle- 


matis. Plant them this fall . . . they'll get 
off to an early start next spring and bloom 
for you next summer. Let them climb on 
arbors, stumps, trellises or on posts in your 
garden. They don’t like a full day of hot 
sun but will do best on the north, north- 
east or northwest side of your home. 

Be careful, when planting them, not to 
break the stem of the plant. Cover with 
leaves, straw or other suitable mulch the 
first winter. If your soil needs lime, add 
a little at time of planting. 

These newer varieties of Clematis usually 
are in short supply, so please order early 
to avoid disappointment. Orders will be 
shipped on first-come, first-served basis. 


Inches Ac 
oe x 





rOSS. 


The new large-flowered white Clematis, Lanuginosa Can- 
dida, pictured above, is highly dramatic against a dark 
background. 









POTTED PLANTS: We ship you 
potted plants, not bare-root plants, be- 
cause the potted plants are surer to 
grow. We guarantee they will arrive in 
good condition or your money refunded. 


Plants will be shipped for proper planting 
time in your area this fall. No C.O.D.’s 
please. Every plant covered by our regular 


money-back catalog guarantee. 


HENRY FIELD Seed & Nursery Co. 
176 Oak St., Shenandoah, lowa 


Please send me at proper planting time 
via prepaid parcel post the following 


guaranteed Clematis plants: 


QUANT. CATALOG NO. 
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__ AMOUNT 


your ERE TULIPS DESERVE PROTECTION 


When you plant TULIPS or other BULBS, 


GLADIOLUS or other CORMS — 


“Pennies” can 


insure your investment against — 
e FUNGUS DISEASES e INSECTS e RODENTS 


NOTT’S 3 WAY BULB SAVER 
FUNGICIDE + INSECTICIDE * REPELLENT 


Simple and easy to use—just dust bulbs or corms at time of 
planting with NOTT’S 3 WAY BULB SAVER. 79c protects 75-100 
bulbs or corms, 2.49 size, 300-400. Other sizes 4.50 and 19.50 


AT YOUR FRIENDLY GARDEN SUPPLY STORE 
NOTT MFG. CO., INC. PO’KEEPSIE, N.Y. RST WOH 


acc cn Sd ad id aR YL 


MUSSER TREES Grow 


Our tremendous volume is proof 
of Satisfied Repeat Customers 


ry a 


ee “ 


@ SELECTED SEED 


@ GOOD HEREDITY 
CHARACTERISTICS 


@ WITH SCIENTIFIC 
METHODS OF 
PLANTING AND 
PROPAGATION 


@ HEAVY ROOTS 
@ STURDY TOPS 
@ RAPID GROWTH 


It Pays to Buy The Best — The quality of your matured trees 


depends on your original choice of stock. Trees are as different as 
common and purebred live-stock. Musser trees are grown from 
selected seed from mature, hardy, disease-resistant parent trees — 
they grow where others may fail to survive. 


SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS 
AT LOW, QUANTITY PRICE 


MANY VALUABLE SPECIALS 
RE IE accreted $5.00 


5 each, 3 to 5 yr. selected trees, 6” to 14”. Scotch 
Pine—Austrian Pine—Norway Spruce—Colorado 
Blue Spruce—Douglas Fir. 


Sms rave _____.__._...... $3.95 


5 year transplants, 8” to 12” 
velous blue. 


, blue green to mar- 
“The King of Ornamentals’. 


6 RHODODENDRON & 6 AZALEAS _..$5.95 


Strong 2-year, transplants, 4” to 8”. Abundant 
roots, large leaves. Azalea, hardy, mixed colors. 
Rhododendron from red flowering stock. 


Postpaid at planting time 


FREE CATALOG 

PLANTING AIDS 
CHRISTMAS TREE 
GROWERS’ GUIDE 


Write TODAY 
or Phone 5-5686 


MUSSER FORESTS 


50 at 100 rate Per 100 Per 1000 


SPECIAL STRAIN SCOTCH PINE 
Very best Christmas tree strain. From seed col- 
lected by our own men from selected parent 


trees. Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight stem- 
med, rich color. 


2-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins $ 7.00 $ 35.00 
4-yr., T., 10 to 16 ins..... 25.00 125.00 


NORWAY SPRUCE — Special Strain 


Fast growing. For Christmas Trees, Ornamental 
and Timber. 


2-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins.......$ 7.00 $ 35.00 
4-yr., T., 10 to 14 ins..... 20.00 100.00 


AUSTRIAN PINE — Austrian Alpine Stock 
2-yr., S., 3 to G ins........ $5.00 $25.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 14 ins 10.00 50.00 


COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
3-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins......... $ 9.00 
4-yr., T., 6 to 10 ins....... 25.00 


DOUGLAS FIR — Hardy 
2-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins 
3-yr., S., 8 to 12 ins 


$ 45.00 
125.00 


$25.00 
55.00 


Many other Evergreens, Hardwoods, 
Ornamental and Shade Trees 


Box 73-J 
INDIANA, PENNA. 


PORTABLE 
MINIATURE GREENHOUSES 


by Marie A. Lochry 


ONE SPRING to protect a tender 
plant that could not be moved at 
the time, we devised a covered five- 
sided box that proved so satisfactory 
that we have been building a few 
more each year. They not only give 
protection against cold and wind, but 
keep blossoming plants fresh and dry 
for use in making corsages and flower 
arrangements. 

The construction of these movable 
greenhouses is so simple that even I 
could make one—there is no need 
for elegance in workmanship to serve 
so practical a purpose. For tools, all 
you need is a saw, hammer, square 
and screwdriver; the material re- 
quired is some plastic covered screen 
to cover the framework (we make 
the frame out of crate lumber that 
we get gratis from the rear of a fur- 
niture store), a pair of hinges, tacks 
and some corrugated fasteners to hold 
the mitred framework together. 

The hinged covers serve to make 
them adjustable. We nail a_ small 
block on the top part of the frame 
to keep the lid from closing. In warm 
weather the lid is raised higher to 
keep plants from getting too warm. 
Storage of these portables is simple 
for they are easy to stack. 

Our largest greenhouse made to 
cover my biggest hellebore plant meas- 
ures 16 inches in width, 20 inches in 
length and is 18 inches high. The lid 
is tilted to keep off rain, wind and 
snow. By giving this protection, I am 
able to win blue ribbons in both horti- 
cultural and decorative art sections at 
flower shows, and what is even nicer, 
I have blossoms to give away when 
there are very few in other gardens. 
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IN MY CHILDHOOD days “Papa’s assorted garbage” 
was the disrespectful way we described the kitchen 


wastes that were always set aside for the compost pile. 
Even though barnyard manures were easy to obtain in 
those long past days, the avid gardener of our family 
still insisted that the lush but inedible parts of the vege- 
tables be saved so they could, in part, return to the soil 
what they had taken from it. 


Making compost is a very simple matter and nature 
will do most of the work if we are not in too great a 
hurry. The new gardener, however, is apt to be dis- 
couraged from this important phase of gardening by 
the detailed and arduous methods so often advised. In 
fact, the new gardener sometimes wonders what com- 
post really is, and what is its value. 

Compost might be described in a broad way as any- 
thing that is decomposed or rotted. Specifically, the ideal 
compost from the gardener’s viewpoint would consist of 
a combination of both animal and plant materials, 
thoroughly decayed. 

In practice, however, most of us must be content to 
substitute commercial fertilizers for animal manures and 
add them to such plant refuse as grass clippings, weeds, 
leaves, light prunings, etc. 

The virtues of compost are many. It helps to bind a 
too-sandy soil, but makes a clay soil more porous so 
it can be easily worked and so air and water can circu- 
late readily. 

Furthermore, a soil that contains an abundance of 
compost (humus) will teem with billions of micro- 
organisms that are beneficial to plant growth. 

There are dozens of ways to make compost, some so 
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by Frances H. Dubois 


simple that the gardener merely throws on a heap any- 
thing he doesn’t want. 

In contrast, some methods are so elaborate that only 
the perfectionist will bother to make the pile to exact 
specifications of shape and size; compute the weight 
and add fertilizers and activators in precise ratio; turn 
the pile according to an irregular but rigid time-table; 
and control the moisture by covering the pile if rains 
are too frequent or using the hose in periods of drouth. 

Somewhere between the two extremes is the method 
best suited to most of us. 

If the pile is loaf-shaped rather than conical, and the 
top hollowed out a bit, rains will not drain away but 
will soak in and hasten decomposition. Too much wa- 
ter, however, will inhibit this process, so we mustn’t be 
too generous with the hose when rainfall is inadequate. 

Heat is another necessity, not only the heat of the 
outside air, but the heat generated by the materials 
themselves as they rot. Too small a pile will be dissap- 
pointing in this respect, but if space is at a premium, a 
pile four or five feet long with width and height a 
little more than half this dimension, will work well 
enough. 

Some of us will stop right here and let nature take 
over, but most of us will be willing to give a little assist 
by turning the pile occasionally, and adding earth and 
chemical fertilizers to speed up the conversion of the 
raw materials. 

An easy, general rule is to throw on a two-inch layer 
of earth and a light sprinkling of commercial fertilizer 
each time an eight- or ten-inch layer of fresh material 
is added. Where too much acidity is a threat, a very 


(Please turn to page 61) 
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The use of the proper plants with 
varying textures and growth habits 
mokes this an inviting and beautiful 
entrance. Japanese andromeda, 

yew and Japanese holly are used at 
the corner. Drooping leucothoe is 
beneath the window at right of 
entrance. Evonymus softens 


the chimney. 


Same house, different view—the 
back door. Low growing yews and 
Japanese hollies grow all along the 
walls. The espaliered dogwood 
and specimen magnolia are ideally 


suited to this one story house. 


Plant a new home for PERMANENCE 


By Daniel J. Foley 


With special recommendations for 
New England 
Mid-Atlantic States 
South-Eastern States 
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“I7’s NOT A HOME until it’s planted,” 
is more than a slogan coined by the 
American Association of Nurserymen 
to sell plants. Flowering shrubs, ever- 
greens, suitable trees and ground cov- 
ers can do wonders for a new house 
on the surburban lot which seems to 
be floating on a newly-seeded lawn 
or simply sitting on freshly-graded 
ground. Sometimes the contractor puts 
in a few evergreens planted too close 
to the house to develop properly, or 
they may be big-scale flowering shrubs 
that will soon outgrow their setting. 

Usually after acquiring a new house, 
pocketbooks are flat and the tendency 
is to buy inexpensive shrubs for im- 
mediate effect. If these can be used 
elsewhere on the property as they out- 
grow their original locations, then the 
problem is a simple one. However, 
with a little planning and a careful 
selection of material, your house can 
be planted appropriately and _ pleas- 
ingly from the beginning by doing the 
job in units. 


An over-all plan for the develop- 
ment of your home grounds is the 
ideal which every home owner should 
strive for, but this is not always pos- 
sible. Since property owners are anx- 
lous to provide a setting for their 
newly-built homes, the entrance plant- 
ing, the areas under the windows and 
the corners of the house and garage 
usually come in for attention first. 

Choose the shrubs, trees and ground 
covers you plan to use as you would 
the furniture for your house. Habit 
of growth, soil and light requirements, 


disease resistance and ultimate size are 
factors to consider. Variety and form, 
foliage texture and color are also im- 
portant. Shrubs of various types that 
harmonize and combine well should 
be your ultimate goal. Actually, there 
is little appeal to a collection of un- 
related evergreens lined up in front of 
a house like so many soldiers at at- 
tention. 

The best way to get acquainted with 
desirable plants for landscaping is to 
visit your local garden shop or nursery 
and to study catalogs, magazine ar- 
ticles and practical books on land- 
scaping. From these sources, even the 
beginner can become fairly well ac- 
quainted with the various types of 
shrubs and those that combine pleas- 
ingly. Plants grown in containers or 
sold as balled and burlapped speci- 
mens can be transplanted with ease. 

With few exceptions, balled and 
burlapped specimens or container- 
grown plants can be safely trans- 
planted this fall. This has been an 
exceptional growing season and the 
soil is in prime condition for trans- 
planting. Water all specimens thor- 
oughly after planting and at weekly 
intervals until the ground freezes. A 
mulch of peat, sawdust or wood chips 
will help conserve soil moisture and 
keep the soil temperature even during 
the winter months, in the New Eng- 
land and Mid-Atlantic states. Plants 
such as dogwood, evergreen azaleas, 
magnolias, sourwood, firethorn and 
rhododendrons are best planted in 
early spring. 

(Please turn page §) 


Clipped yews escort this entrance. The Moraine locust on the lawn offers a hardy 
tree, elegant in appearance, that gives a high, light shade. 








TIPS FOR BEGINNERS 






















































1. Shrubs and trees are often planted 
too close to the house to develop 
properly on all sides. Plants need 
air and light; otherwise they become 
one-sided and produce considerable 
dead growth. This is particularly true 
of evergreens. 


2. Many houses have no gutters. 
When shrubs are planted in the drip 
line, they may come to grief from 
too much water or they may be 
damaged by ice during the winter. 


3. Many plantings look bare and 
unfinished for several years because 
filler plants or ground covers are 
neglected. These low carpeting plants 
are invaluable to tie together the 
various elements in the planting. 


4. All too often the contractor buries 
all kinds of rubbish around the 
foundation of the house, including 
rubble from masonry work, which 
contains considerable lime. This j 
debris is often harmful to plants, 
particularly those that require acid 

soil. Therefore, proper soil prepara- 

tion is essential. 


5. Do a thorough job when prepar- 
ing soil. If it is not practical to 
remove 12 to 15 inches of soil from 
the area around the foundation, at 
least prepare the hole for each shrub 
thoroughly by digging it at least 
twice as wide and deep as required 
by the roots. This is sound practice 
whether the material is container- 
grown, balled and _ burlapped or 
planted bare-root. Use compost, well- 
rotted manure, peat moss, chopped 
sod or any other form of organic 
matter available for each hole. 


6. Feeding is equally important, and 
soil under shrubs should be 
thoroughly prepared with fertilizer 
before planting. This task takes but 
a few minutes and will pay big divi- 
dends. Use an all-purpose fertilizer 
and don’t overlook the specially pre- 
pared types for broad-leaved ever- 
greens and other acid-soil plants. 





7. Ample and thorough watering until 
the plants become established, fol- 
lowed by attention during dry periods, 
is also of prime importance. 





8. Drainage is sometimes overlooked, 
especially in heavy clay soils. If there 

is a sub-layer of hardpan or clay in 

your area, be sure to provide for ' 
ample drainage under the plants by 
using coarse gravel so that water will 
not stand around the roots. 


Entrances 


The type of entrance to your house will largely determine 
the plants to be used. If it is formal in character, the planting 
should be balanced on both sides. If the entrance is informal 
and not centrally located, the possibilities for unusual effects 
are greater. 

For a formal entrance, consider these combinations. A pair of 
Hicks yews which develop in broad columnar form and can 
be kept to a height of four to six feet by pruning. The ultimate 
height will depend on the effect desired and the height of the 
house. For a pleasing contrast, low-growing azaleas like the 
bright red ‘Hinodegiri’ or various pink or white varieties can be 
used. These may be partially evergreen types or those that lose 
their leaves in winter, depending on the varieties you select. 
Another useful, low-growing shrub is our native leucothoe, 
L. catesbaei. Likewise, mountain andromeda (Pieris flori- 
bunda) can be kept at two feet by pruning. 


An entrance planting may consist entirely of floribunda 
roses, using tall varieties like ‘Donald Prior’ or ‘Betty Prior’ 
surrounded by some of the lower-growing kinds. Your selection 
of colors will be guided by the color of the house. Roses are 
most satisfactory for locations where there is plenty of sun. 

Japanese andromeda, or lily-of-the-valley shrub (Pieris 
japonica) with its glossy foliage, handsome sprays of white, 
pendant flowers in spring, attractive winter buds and colorful 
red tints in its new growth, is ideal for entrance planting. Plants 
can be kept at four to six feet. Use one of the dwarf Japanese 
hollies such as Ilex crenata helleri to give the planting the 
needed finish. 

Another combination might consist of large specimens of 
Korean or English boxwood, combined with dwarf azaleas or 


Corner Plantings 


Corner plantings are of vital importance to the setting of 
contemporary houses, and the shrubs and dwarf trees suitable 
for such locations are numerous. Here are some combinations. 

Father Hugo’s rose (R. hugonis), a beautiful single yellow 
with fern-like leaves, averaging six feet in height, surrounded 
by the popular floribunda types makes a popular planting. 

The new fragrant snowball (Viburnum carlcephalum) 
under-planted with dwarf euonymus makes an effective com- 
bination. Enkianthus, an attractive member of the blueberry 
family, of columnar habit, produces its foliage in whirls along 
strong stems averaging six to eight feet in height. Plants can 
be kept compact and at the desired height by pruning. Under- 
plant with dwarf yews or leucothoe. 

For early summer bloom, consider the sourwood with its 
large glossy foliage somewhat resembling laurel, which turns 
a rich red in the autumn and has drooping sprays of white 
lily-of-the-valley blooms. Although this plant loses its leaves 
in winter, the seed pods are unusually decorative and so too 
is its branching habit. Under-plant with leucothoe, mountain 
andromeda or low yews. 

Where space permits, pink or white dogwood may be used 
as corner planting. Very often specimens obtained from local 
nurseries are somewhat tall and leggy and can be greatly en- 
hanced by under-planting with low needle or broad-leaved 
evergreens. 

A striking tree of medium height requiring eight to ten 
feet on all sides for proper development is the Chinese dog- 
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clumps of evergreen euonymus. Korean box will reach a height 
of four to five feet when mature, and is noted for its iron- 
clad hardiness. 

From Washington D. C., extending southward, the glossy 
privet (Ligustrum lucidum) and the Japanese form (L. 
japonicum rotundifolium) are widely grown as sheared speci- 
mens near the house or allowed to assume their natural form 
as corner shrubs, kept in scale by pruning. 

Japanese pittosporum (P. tobira) is another handsome 
broad-leaved evergreen for use south of Washington. Rich, 
dark-green foliage and delightfully fragrant white flowers, plus 
a most adaptable habit of growth, make it desirable where 
compact forms are needed. The variety with white-edged leaves 
is slower growing than the type, and can be used for accent, 

Wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera), a desirable native shrub 
found from New Jersey to Florida, is valued for its evergreen 
foliage and gray berries. Widely used in Florida, it can be 
kept trim and in scale by pruning and does well in sun or shade. 

Cherry laurel (Prunus caroliniana), native to North Caro- 
lina, makes a most attractive shrub as a sheared specimen, or 
it can be kept low by pruning. Seldom seen north of Phila- 
delphia, it has proved hardy on Cape Cod and is widely 
planted throughout the Southeastern states as a_ sheared 
specimen. 

In the Mid-Atlantic states and reaching to southern Florida, 
glossy abelia (Abelia grandiflora), with its lustrous foliage, 
crimson twigs and small white tubular flowers can be used to 
good advantage as a sheared specimen at either side of an 
entrance, or allowed to form a large, loose mound reaching 
six feet in a corner planting. 


wood, which blooms in late June or July. White flowers appear 
with the foliage and this tree is noted for its hardiness and 
beauty. Strawberry-like fruits appear in the fall. 

The low-growing Sargent crab makes a mound-like specimen 
seldom over six feet in height and as wide as desired, with 
branches all the way to the ground and showy white flowers 
at tulip time, followed by yellow fruits in autumn. In winter 
its compact, twiggy growth is also attractive. 

Among the newer flowering shrubs is the lovely magnolia 
‘Merrill,’ with blooms similar to those of the star magnolia, 
but appearing about ten days later. Plants develop a pleasing 
mound-like form. 

The irregular, picturesque habit of firethorn (Pyracantha 
coccinea) when allowed to grow into a large-scale shrub makes 
it particularly desirable for corner plantings. The dwarf winged 
euonymus (E. alatus compacta) with its compact, vase-like 
growth and clean foliage which turns a rich red in autumn, 
is another desirable corner shrub. So too are high-bush blue- 
berries where natural effects are desired, in rural areas. 

Many of the big-flowered rhododendron hybrids seem out 
of place in conjunction with small houses, but there is one 
species, the lovely Carolina rhododendron, with its soft pinkish 
or white flowers and well-scaled foliage, which averages six 
feet in height when mature and makes an ideal permanent 
planting. Try a combination of rhododendron ‘Boule de Neige,’ 
a low-growing white, and the rich red ‘Mrs. P. den Ouden.’ 
These are slow-growing hybrids with large flower heads and 


Flower & Garden Magazine 





Under Window Areas 


Areas under windows should be carefully considered, par- 
ticularly when windows are low and reach nearly to the floor. 
Combinations for such settings might include any of the 
following: 

A carpet of low, spreading junipers such as the Waukegan 
or the Andorra. Both are flat creeping types which hug the 
ground and seldom grow more than eight to 12 inches tall. 

Dwarf Japanese yew (Taxus nana densa) is outstanding 
for its year-round richness, lustrous dark green color and 
compact growth. 

The dwarf floribunda roses such as ‘Pigmy Red’ and 
‘Pigmy Gold’ provide continuous bloom on 12-inch stems. 

For full sun, few low-growing shrubs are more desirable 
then the dwarf spreading cotoneaster, C. adpressa, with its 
tiny rounded glossy foliage punctuated with white single blooms 
in spring and red fruits in fall, seldom exceeding 18 inches 
in height. For a taller effect, consider the rockspray cotoneaster, 
C. horizontalis, which is equally attractive with its picturesque 
horizontal branching habit of growth, averaging three feet 
in height. 

An unusual planting can be made by using such dwarf 
shrubs as potentilla ‘Gold Drop,’ with its finely-cut leaves 
studded with single yellow buttercup-like blooms from late 
June to early fall, or the delightful caryopteris ‘Blue Mist’ 
with whorls of blue flowers in spikes, under-planted with 
variegated-leaved plantain-lilies, creeping phlox, or some other 
ground cover. Both these shrubs, which average two feet in 
height, can be combined for a pleasing effect. 

Low-growing evergreen azaleas such as the brilliant red 
‘Hinodegiri,’ under-planted with myrtle, ajuga or some other 


plants stay at four to five feet. 

Corner plantings can be made entirely of azaleas, choosing 
such tall-growing specimens as the flame azalea (A. calendu- 
lacea), for the accent plant surrounded by Mollis hybrids, 
Vuyk hybrids or the Torch azalea. Possibilities for the land- 
scape use of azaleas along the entire eastern seaboard are 
limited only by the hardiness of the varieties used. since pro- 
gressive nurserymen are constantly making selections and test- 
ing new varieties. 

Ground covers such as pachysandra, myrtle, ivy, plantain- 
lilies, ajuga, low-spreading junipers, daphne and euonymus 
should also be considered to link various elements of the plant- 
ing. These carpeting plants help to conserve moisture, give a 
pleasing finished effect to the planting and provide a pleasing 
contrast for the taller-growing shrubs above them which lose 
their leaves in winter. 


Sweet olive (Osmanthus fragrans), noted for its fragrant 
white flower clusters and the hollyleaf fern (O. ilicifolium) 
are big-scale shrubs for suitable wall spaces or corner plantings. 

Equally adaptable are the various red-berried hollies, in- 
cluding our native species (Ilex opaca), which develops into 
a small tree. It is being widely planted from Massachusetts to 
Florida. Among the large shrubby forms, hardy from lower 
New Jersery south, is the Chinese holly (I. cornuta). The 
‘Burford’ holly and one known as ‘National’ are favorites. 

The native yaupon (Ilex vomitoria) makes a striking speci- 
men in the deep South, particularly in Florida. It yields well 
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suitable ground cover, can be most striking. White azaleas such 
as Ledifolia alba or ‘Palestrina,’ a new hybrid from Holland, 
or a suitable pink type are well worth planting for a somewhat 
taller effect. 

Under-window shrubs for the lower South might well include 
the plum yew (Cephalotaxus Harringtonia) which can be kept 
at two feet or lower. Other evergreen shrubs of dwarf character 
for sun or shade are Japanese boxwood (Buxus microphylla 
japonica); boxthorn (Severinia buxifolia) and the various 
Japanese hollies (forms of Ilex crenata). Especially suited to 
shade is the spice-berry or coral ardisia (A. crenata), valued 
for its evergreen leaves and generous clusters of red fruits 
which persist all winter. 

For Floridas planting consider limeberry (Triphasia trifolia), 
an attractive evergreen of dense habit with thorny stems. It 
can be kept low by pruning and used for trim effects or allowed 
to grow in its natural habit. Then there is holly malpighia 
(Malpighia coccigera), sometimes seen in the North as a 
house plant, with tiny holly-like leaves and small pink flowers, 
followed by miniature cherry-like fruits. 

From Massachusetts to Florida the firethorn (Pyracantha 
coccinea) has been adapted as a big-scale shrub for corners, 
a charming subject for espaliering on walls and for hedge use. 
Its brilliant orange or red fruits, branching habit and white 
blooms are among its assets. There are several forms suited 
to particular localities which can be trained to any desired 
form with the pruning shears. Small plants, grown in con- 
tainers, are ideal for transplanting, and can be handled with 
ease wherever they are available. Don’t try to move big speci- 
mens, because they suffer seriously when their roots are cut. 


to the shears, making a decidedly formal effect, and its colorful 
fruits add greatly to its appeal. 

In the lower South the Indian and Kurume azaleas are 
particularly desirable and widely used. The first group men- 
tioned are big-scale shrubs, while the Kurumes are lower and 
broad-spreading in habit. Acid soil and a northern exposure 
in the warmest regions are preferable to full sun. 

Camellias, both the japonica types for spring bloom and the 
sasanqua forms for autumn flowering, are versatile in their 
habit of growth and uses and rate high for use in the south- 
eastern states. There are varieties for corner plantings, lower 
compact ones for doorway use and those that can be espaliered. 
They need shade as well as an acid soil and are best growing 
in a northern exposure in the deep South. Camellias are being 
successfully grown in sheltered or favored locations well above 
their generally accepted northern limit of hardiness, and they 
offer a challenge to gardeners living on the borderline. 

The yew podocarpus (P. macrophylla Maki) with its de- 
lightful light-blue flowers borne in great profusion is prized 
for its bloom over a long period and is handled as a shrub or 
pillar plant throughout Florida, since its twining stems tend 
to make it somewhat vine-like in habit. 

For lavish color in Florida gardens, the crotons, hibiscus, 
ixora, oleander and many variegated-leaved shrubs offered 
by nurserymen in containers may be used for striking effect. 
However, too much variety in color masses in the foundation 
planting creates a confused, jumbled effect. 
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Pumpkins and squash are best 
stored on shelves where air can 
circulate around them. Cabbage 
and cauliflower may be stored the 
same way. 


STORE THOSE SURPLUS 
VEGETABLES & FRUITS 


You CAN MAKE quite a contribu- 
tion to your family food supply if you 
store the surplus from the garden. 
You will also be saving dollars. 

Where store these vege- 
tables and fruits? Not long ago most 
of them were stored in cellars or caves. 
Farm homes, and many houses in 
town, had a cellar nearby. That isn’t 
true any more. Modern homes usually 
have a basement and the cellar, or 
cave, (depending on where you live) 
is no longer a part of the building 
Not that the cellar isn’t a good 
to store fruits and vegetables. 
or was, nearly ideal for many 
kinds, especially if it had a dirt floor. 
Most of us today are forced to use 
the basement, or attic, or some other 
unused part of the home for storing 
the fruits, and vegetables, of our labor. 

You can build satisfactory storage 
facilities at small cost. Choose a place 
in the basement that can be parti- 
tioned off. A six by ten foot area 
will hold enough for a family of four 
or five. The place you select should 
have a window to admit fresh air and 
help in regulating temperature and 
humidity. The walls can easily be in- 
sulated if the basement is heated. This 
will help prevent the storage from be- 
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plans. 
place 
It is, 


coming too warm. It isn’t necessary to 
insulate outside walls. Shelves can be 
built for canned goods. Bins are easily 
made from scrap lumber. Don’t make 
the mistake of fastening bins or con- 
tainers to the floor or wall. Keep them 
small and movable so they may be 
moved when the place is being 
cleaned. Removable slat floors are not 
essential but are a desirable feature in 
the storage room. Such floors allow 
for circulation of air beneath bins or 
boxes. They can be easily removed 
during the clean-up before the storage 
season Starts. 

Other places can be used for stor- 
age. The attic, or an unheated room, 
will be satisfactory for some vegetables 
if the temperature there does not go 
below freezing. Humidity is often very 
low in such rooms, however, and 
shriveling would limit the kinds of 
vegetables that could be stored in 
such places. 

You will need to consider five im- 
portant factors: quality, temperature 
of storage, moisture, ventilation, and 
light. 

1. Quality of the Vegetables and 
Fruits—You will not improve 
quality by storage. Use only high 
quality produce that is free of 
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insect and disease damage. Vege- 
tables should be mature but 
some of the fruits should be 
slightly immature for best stor- 
age life. 
Temperature— Most vegetables 
and fruits keep longer if the tem- 
perature is low. (See chart). 
Humidity (Moisture content of 
the air)—-Most crops require a 
moderate humidity. Some, such 
as onions, pumpkins, squash, and 
sweet potatoes, require a dry at- 
mosphere. All crops cannot be 
stored together under the same 
temperature and moisture condi- 
tions. 
V entilation—This is usually nec- 
essary to cool the storage and 
prevent excess humidity. 
Absence of Light—Darkness is 
necessary for potatoes and onions 
to prevent greening or “sun- 
burning.” A very low light in- 
tensity will cause the develop- 
ment of the green skin color. 
Flavor is also affected. 
Sanitation in the storage room can- 
not be overemphasized. The floors 
and walls should be_ thoroughly 
scrubbed with soap and water before 
storage starts. This helps prevent de- 
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Onions need temperatures near the freezing mark for long storage life. Two months at 60 degrees has greatly 
shortened the storage life of the onions on the left. 


velopment of rot-producing organisms 
that cause spoilage. This clean-up 
should be done several days before 
bringing the produce in so that floors 
and walls will be fairly dry. 

Before you attempt to store many 
vegetables and fruits it is a good idea 
to learn the requirements for the vari- 
ous kinds. Some like it warm and dry 
(pumpkins, squash, sweet potatoes), Storage diseases develop if temperature and humidity needs are not met. Jona- 
others like a cool, dry storage (on- than spot, @ common storage disease, is shown here on Jonathan apples. Better 
ions), hut thee majority prefer «lew storage conditions would have prevented this. 
temperature and moist atmosphere. This basement storage room is equipped with shelves for 
This sounds complicated but it’s en- storing fruits and vegetables, as well as canned goods. 
tirely possible to provide these condi- The window facilitates temperature and humidity control. 
tions for the crops you intend to store. 
Let’s start first with the group that 
requires a cool temperature and a 
moderately moist atmosphere: 

Beets, carrots, turnips, parsnips 
should be dug in late fall and han- 
dled carefully to prevent bruises or 
cuts. The tops may be cut back to 
one or two inches to prevent loss of 
water through the leaves. If you have 
shallow flats or ventilated crates these 
root crops can be stored in such con- 
tainers. Unless the humidity remains Wien ous sandas oak line 
quite high, such crops will shrivel rap- cro plesed on cold bacenet 
idly. A relatively new method of stor- floors, rot may develop. Here a 
ing such vegetables is to place them | buttercup end golden doliciovs 


squash are ruined after storage 
(Please turn page 6) | ' } on the concrete floor. 
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PRODUCTS 


Beets, carrots, parsnips, turnips 
Cabbage 

Cauliflower 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Pumpkins & Squash 

Sweet Potatoes 


Tomatoes (Mature green) 
Apples 


Pears 


in plastic bags such as you use when 
freezing fruits and vegetables. You 
can also buy larger sizes that are 
used for packaging chickens and tur- 
keys. Such bags will prevent drying 
and shriveling and, with a low tem- 
perature, will bring root crops through 
the winter in excellent condition. If 
you can wait until late winter or early 
spring for your first parsnips, let them 
remain in the ground to freeze and 
then dig them when the soil thaws. 
The low soil temperature during the 
winter will increase the sugar content 
and improve the flavor. 

Late cabbage and cauliflower can 
be stored for a short period. Don’t 
expect cauliflower to store for more 
than three or four weeks. These are 
best stored on shelves. Be sure they 
are not crowded, since air circulation 
around them is desirable. 

Potatoes are best stored at tempera- 
tures between 36 and 40 degrees. 
Higher temperatures encourage 
sprouting while a temperature below 
36 degrees will cause an increase in 
the sugar content. The sweet taste is 
disliked by most people. 

It doesn’t require much light for 
potatoes to develop a green color so 
it’s best to keep the storage dark. 
Slatted crates are ideal for potatoes 
since air circulation is good. 

Onions are favorites for home stor- 
age. This vegetable keeps best in a 
low temperature (almost down to 
freezing) and a dry atmosphere. Such 
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32-40 degrees 
32-40 degrees 
36-40 degrees 
32-40 degrees 
50-60 degrees 
55-60 degrees 


50-60 degrees 
32-40 degrees 


32-40 degrees 


Storage Chart 


TEMPERATURE HUMIDITY 
32-40 degrees 


Moist 


REMARKS 


May be stored in polyethylene 


freezer bags. 


Moist 


A very high humidity may encourage 


deterioration. 


Moist 


A very high humidity may encourage 


deterioration. 


Moist 


Temperatures below 36 degrees may 


cause development of sweet taste. 


Dry 


Onions will not keep where humidity is 


high. 


Dry 


May be stored near furnace or in warm 


part of basement. 


Dry 


May be stored near furnace or in warm 


part of basement. 


Dry 


May be stored up to 8 weeks. 
Select sound, slightly immature fruits 


for longest storage life. 


Harvest before yellow color appears. 


Bring to room temperature to ripen. 


requirements exclude them from the 
place where most other crops are 
stored. If you have a dry attic or 
spare room that isn’t in use, the prob- 
lem is solved if the temperature doesn’t 
go much below freezing. Don’t try to 
store Bermudas for a long period. 
They are very poor keepers so use 
them early and store the globe type. 
Be careful about the onions you put 
into storage. An immature onion will 
not keep well regardless of the va- 
riety. A mature onion has a firm neck 
and the lower part of the stem should 
be dry. If you will remove all im- 
mature onions and store only those 
that are mature, you will avoid a lot 
of sorting later on. The immature 
onions can be used quickly so there 
should be little waste. 

Pumpkins, squash, and sweet pota- 
toes don’t like the cool temperatures 
that many other vegetables require. 
These can be placed fairly close to 
the furnace or in a moderately warm 
room. They get along with low hu- 
midity too. Place pumpkins and 
squash on shelves (see photo) but 
keep them off the cool basement floor 
since this will speed up decay. In 
harvesting pumpkins and squash to be 
stored, be sure that two or three 
inches of stem remains attached. Stem 
removal can cause a wound where 
decay organisms may enter. 

For long storage, sweet potatoes 
should be “cured” for ten to 14 days. 
This is done by subjecting them to a 


high temperature (80-85 degrees) and 
high humidity. If you find it im- 
possible to give them this treatment, 
store at 55 to 60 degrees and hope 
for the best. 

You can have fresh tomatoes for 
several weeks after the plants have 
been cut down by frost. Harvest the 
fruits in the mature-green stage and 
place on shelves or in shallow con- 
tainers. If the storage is moderately 
cool (50-60 degrees) the fruits will 
keep for eight weeks. Another method 
that works well is to pull the plants, 
bring them to the basement or cellar, 
and hang them with the tops down. 
In temperatures ranging between 50 
and 60 degrees the fruit will ripen for 
several weeks. Light is not necessary 
in the ripening process. 

Apples and pears will keep for 
many months if given good storage 
conditions. Select varieties that store 
well (fall and winter types) rather 
than the early maturing varieties. The 
stage of maturity is very important in 
apple storage. If they’re too green, 
the flavor will be impaired. If they're 
too ripe they soon become over-ripe 
and decay quickly. Pick the fruit 
when slightly immature for best re- 
sults. Pears should be picked before 
turning yellow and while they’re still 
firm. If storage conditions are good, 
pears will not ripen in the storage. 
Two or three days at room tem- 
perature will bring them to eating 
condition. ¢ 
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Jewel for a Window Garden 


FROM THE MOMENT the Brazilian 
plume plant comes into bloom, it be- 
comes the dominant note in my win- 
dow garden, like the most precious 
jewel in a king’s crown. The huge 
bloom, from 4% to five inches in 
height and from 3¥2 to four inches at 
its widest dimension, is a delectable 
mouth-watering pink. 

The individual florets remind me of 
honeysuckle, the tubes splitting open 


by Keith S. Phillips 


in a similar fashion almost their full 
length, revealing the stamens at the 
top of the petal. These, the stamens, 
are of such a deep maroon color that 
they seem to dot the bloom with 
specks of black, as though it had been 
sprinkled with beads of jet. The blos- 
som has but one fault—no fragrance. 
But perhaps this is just as well, for 
the plant is so robust and sturdy that 
its scent, if measuring up to the rest 


Brazilian Plume Plant (Jacobinia obtusior) 
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of the plant, in all probability would 
be distressingly potent. 

Most think that the foliage of the 
Brazilian plume is unattractive. I do 
not hold with this judgment. True— 
the leaves, up to nine inches in length, 
are coarse, and I have seen weeds 
that look like them. But I am one 
who can see beauty even in weeds, 
although I may not approve of where 
they grow. Who would judge a man’s 
character by the appearance of his 
skin? But whether or not you endorse 
it as a foliage plant, you will want it 
for its gorgeous bloom, which is its 
chief reason for being, its crowning 
glory as it were. For that is what it 
resembles, a king’s crown, such as was 
worn by Biblical kings. 

When it reaches a height of about 
seven inches, you will notice a tuft of 
green leaves or bracts forming at the 
top of the plant. In a few weeks, as 
this increases in size, a cone will form, 
from which later on the tubular flow- 
ers will emerge. In the early stages 
of flower development, you will be 
intrigued by the lovely contrast of 
the light green bracts and pink florets. 
But the bracts will be shortly wholly 
submerged when the bloom matures. 

The Brazilian plume will flourish 
equally well in an east or south win- 
dow during winter, in sun or shade, 
but if grown indoors in summer be- 
ware of the western sun. Despite the 
fact that it is a tropical American 
plant, I do not think, from my own 
experience, that it cares for too in- 
tense a sun. Once, during the summer, 
while growing one of these in a west- 
ern window, I came upon it late in 
the afternoon with its leaves limp and 
drooping. Removed to an east window 
immediately and furnished a long, 
cool drink, the plant responded within 
an hour, its leaves firm and fresh 

(Please turn to page 62) 
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giganteum 


albopilosum 


“ONIONS, THATS WHAT they are! 
Whoever heard of planting onions in 
the flower garden?” So spoke one of 
the ladies of our garden club when J 
was trying to inspire the members to 
buy alliums along with their other 
bulbs last fall. We wanted an inter- 
esting and unusual project for our 
spring flower show. 

Very few of the members planted 
the alliums, so I alone exhibited sev- 
eral stalks of one of the white alliums 
(A. neapolitanum) which I had been 
growing for several years near my 
early white double tulips. It is a deli- 
cate thing, this Allium neapolitanum, 
the flower stalks rising about 15 inches 
from slender grass-like foliage. The 
individual blossoms are rather starry, 
like the other alliums, and cluster 
gracefully at the top of the stem. 
They are good for cutting, and attrac- 
tive in small arrangements when in- 
teresting plant material is desired. 

Another spring-blooming allium is 
A. karataviense. In a garden it cre- 
ates much speculation with its wide, 
flat, and very un-onion-like leaves. 
They are an attractive blue-green, 
tinged with rosy pink. The blossoms 
are larger than those of the white 
allium, delicate, pointed, rosy stars 
clustered together in a large sphere at 
the top of the six to eight-inch stem. 

Similar to karataviense, but bloom- 
ing later is A. albopilosum (sorry, but 
there are just no common names for 
them!). The leaves are more strap- 
like and the blossoms huge. They are 
too large for cutting and using with 
other flowers, but they certainly 
attract attention in the garden. They 
come (in my garden) about peony 
time and are a welcome foil for the 
better known peony blooms. 

Have you grown chives in your 
flower garden? They are an allium 
too—A. Schoenoprasum. We think of 
them as herbs, or plants that belong 
properly in the vegetable garden, yet 
they make very attractive plants. 
Their clover-like pink blossoms are 
lovely, and good for arranging. Cut 
at the height of their bloom, they 
keep well for winter bouquets. Their 
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color stays almost as pretty a pink as 


when it first blooms. Toward the 
middle of July the outer leaves start 
dying off (a typical onion trick) so it 
is best to plant them behind bushy 
annuals where their foliage will not 
be noticed. 

I plant my early-blooming alliums 
next to, or near, other spring-bloom- 
ing perennials, or near annuals, so the 
allium foliage (like that of tulips, 
daffodils and other spring bulbs) can 
be somewhat hidden as it becomes un- 
sightly. Some of my alliums are 
planted between peonies, whose foli- 
age remains in excellent condition all 
summer. 

Just now (mid-July) the lavender 
globe-lily (Allium tanguticum) is in 
bloom, next to an annual dianthus. 
The white and pink of the dianthus 
blends beautifully with the lavender. 
An interesting thing about this par- 
ticular allium is that the buds first 
appear with drooping heads. They 
are so drooping that one begins to 
wonder if the plant is wilting. Then 
gradually, as the buds develop, the 
stem straightens until it is firm and 
tall when the sphere of lilac-colored 
stars comes into full bloom. This 
allium stays in bloom a long time, 
with other buds developing over the 
weeks. When the lavender petals have 
fallen, the green seed pods remain in 
the sphere, looking almost as attrac- 
tive as when the plant is in flower. 

Another mid-summer allium is A. 
sphaerocephalum with round compact 
heads of a nearly raspberry color. It 
grows to two feet and the blossoms 
are also good for cutting. True blue 
is such a rarity among garden flowers 
that blossoms of that hue are to be 
cherished. A. azureum, also blooming 
in July, should be welcomed eagerly, 
with domes of blue flowers like the 
blue of a summer sky. 

There are several alliums that are 
sunny rock-garden favorites. In June 
blooms little A. Moly, sometimes 
called “golden garlic,” with umbels 
of bright yellow blossoms. A. narcissi- 
florum grows to about eight inches 
with a pair of strap-like leaves. The 


Pictured: all alliums, 
but none with common 
names... 


October, 1958 


flowers are pink bells deepening to 
ruby-red; delightful because they 
come in the summer when garden 
bloom is sparse. Variety A. Ostrows- 
kianum is very dwarf, with large heads 
of rose-colored blossoms. 

To those who have never known 
alliums, it might seem odd that onions 
(Allium cepa), shallots (Allium as- 
calonicum), leeks (Allium porrum), 
and even garlic (Allium sativum), as 
well as chives and the decorative 
alliuums we have mentioned here, 
should all belong to the lily family. 
But so they do, along with tulips, 
draecena, hemerocallis, hostas and 
many other seemingly dissimilar 
plants. 


How To Grow 


As with true lilies they grow from 
bulbs a8 well as from seeds. Like lilies, 
they enjoy a well-drained soil on the 
sandy side. It does not need to be 
overly rich, but the more organic ma- 
terial in the soil, the stronger and 
better grow your plants. Alliums like 
full sun, but will grow in very light 
shade. 

It would be interesting to grow all 
the decorative alliums, just to find out 
what they were like. But as flower 
garden subjects, the lower-growing 
varieties are preferable to such giants 
as A. Rosenbachianum that reaches 
to four feet. Tall varieties are likely 
to need staking and are more notice- 
able as the leaves start to die down. 

There are many colors—lavender, 
blue, white, yellow, pink to deep rosy- 
red. There is almost any height you 
may desire. Except for rare imports 
from such places as Central Asia or 
Palestine, alliums are not expensive. 
Some bulbs cost as little as 40c to 50c 
a dozen and are well worth the effort 
involved in trying them out. Plant 
the bulbs in fall, or whenever they 
arrive from the nursery, about as deep 
as four times their height. In the 
spring, when you see what might 
appear to be grass-like foliage coming 
up in your flower garden, do not pull 
it up. It might belong to one of your 


delightful alliums! ¢ 
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BLEEDING HEARTS ARE as old fash- 
ioned as a Godey’s print. Yet even 
today they are to me as much a part 
of spring as the first crocus or the 
last tulip. The garden would seem 
lacking without their graceful sprays 
of nodding rose pink and white hearts. 
Even the fine cut foliage is a delight 
and adds contrast to the many blade- 
like leaves of daffodils. 

Whenever I think of this interesting 
old favorite I recall a childhood mem- 
ory of a beloved garden. Another 
memory comes to mind of a border 
beneath a gnarled old apple tree 
loaded with pink and white blossoms. 
Beneath it grew great clumps of bleed- 
ing hearts, planted long ago, against 
an old stone wall. From dozens of 
arching stems dripped countless little 
hearts. Around them flowered Vir- 
ginia bluebells, white narcissus and 
the bluest of the blue grape hyacinths. 

While the bleeding heart has been 
grown for generations, nevertheless it 
is just as much at home in the newest 
garden of the day. It seems that every 
gardener should have them as spring- 
time garden tenants, and each child 
have the joy of watching these fasci- 
nating sprays of dancing hearts sway- 
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ing in the wind. So much for the old 
time favorite bleeding heart, known 
botanically as Dicentra spectabilis, 
which is still valuable and well worth 
while for its short season of bloom in 
spring. 

Then there is the so-called “wild 
bleeding heart,” Dicentra eximia with 
short spikes of rather small flowers in 
bright cerise pink, grown by numerous 
gardeners for its long season of bloom. 
There is also a white form, D. eximia 
alba. Dicentra formosa, a species com- 
mon to the West Coast, has somewhat 
shorter, broader flowers. It also has 
a white form as well as a recent hy- 
brid, D. formosa ‘Sweetheart,’ recom- 
mended for shade where its white- 
flowered spikes will be produced freely 
from spring to fall. 

Then there are modern hybrids of 
D. eximia which can be counted upon 
for continuous or nearly continuous 
flowering all summer and into fall. 
The hybrids are to be had in named 
varieties and in several colors. The 
hybrids have a number of advantages, 
the chief one being dependable all- 
season flowering in ample quantity. 
Then the colors are soft and will be 
found harmonious among other bor- 


carts 
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der plants. The foliage, too, is attrac- 
tive both in the garden where its 
laciness adds variety and also for cut- 
ting as it lasts well in water. 

Dicentra hybrid ‘Bountiful,” intro- 
duced a few years ago, has bright 
fuchsia flowers twice the size of the 
species. It blooms in early May and 
continues into July, then produces a 
second season of profuse flowering in 
fall. A two-year clump may have as 
high as 30 to 40 flower stems 18 to 
20 inches tall and clumps may meas- 
ure up to 18 inches across. 

Three recent introductions, Eximia 
hybrids, include ‘Debutante’ with pro- 
fuse flowers of blush pink and light 
silvery green foliage. This novelty 
blooms all summer and into fall. ‘Sil- 
versmith’ has rigid flower spikes held 
well above deep blue-green foliage— 
spikes set with ivory white to white 
blossoms. ‘Paramount’ is noted for gen- 
erous quantities of lacquer red flowers 
on neat plants 12 inches high by 12 
to 18 inches in diameter. The vivid 
flower color pales somewhat as the 
blooms mature. Bottle-green foliage 
provides strong contrast. 

The golden bleeding heart (D. 
chrysantha) may be grown from seed, 
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‘Debutante’ 


_ 


‘Paramount’ 


procured from specialists of unusual 
items, sown where the plants are 
wanted to flower. They appear to be 
golden clusters of inverted hearts. This 
species needs full sun and a well- 
drained location. It will also need a 
mulch around the plants as winter 
protection where winters may be se- 
vere. 

Culture for bleeding hearts differs 
with the species. D. spectabilis, the old 
favorite with heart-shaped flowers in 
graceful one-sided clusters, grows one 
to two feet high. Plants are set out in 
fall or very early spring, preferably 
in groups of several spaced eight to 12 
inches apart. A partly shaded location 
is needed and one where they may 
remain as permanent residents. They 
resent disturbance of any sort. 

Good drainage is absolutely neces- 
sary for success. The soil should be 
well prepared in advance by deep dig- 
ging and working fine. Old compost 
mixed in will be beneficial and will 
help lighten soil that tends to heavi- 
ness. After flowering the plants die 
back and disappear until the next 
spring. As soon as the stalks become 
brown and unsightly they may be cut 
off at ground level and burned. Be- 
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fore cutting the stalks it is wise to 
mark well the site so no digging or 
deep cultivation will be done at that 
spot. 

If supply is ample, a few strong 
roots may be removed to one side for 
forcing into bloom in the greenhouse 
or cool cellar during late winter. Roots 
are potted in fall or early winter in 
good soil and in pots just large enough 
to contain them. Pots are then buried 
to the rim in a cold frame; then 
brought into a cool greenhouse dur- 
ing late January or February and kept 
at a temperature of 45 to 50 degrees. 
A cool dark cellar with similar tem- 
perature may be tried as a greenhouse 
substitute. The soil is kept moist. 
When growth starts the pots are 
moved into warmth and light and wa- 
tered thoroughly and regularly. After 
flowering the roots may be set out 
again in the garden where they may 
recover after a time and with care 
will flower outdoors. But this heart- 
shaped bleeding heart resents disturb- 
ance of any sort: even too close cul- 
tivation may kill the plants. If let 
alone, and the soil and situation are 
to their liking, they should live for 
at least a generation. 


The hybrid bleeding heart ‘Bountiful’ 


Se emcererrmemmecanecenncme tte te 


‘Silversmith’ 


Plants may be increased by root cut- 
tings. But there again care is needed. 
Such work should be attempted only 
by the experienced. 


Fringed or plumy bleeding hearts 
and their hybrids are good border 
plants for full sun or shade. ‘Debu- 
tante’ is strong and free flowering 
when planted in either sun or light 
shade. This one lasts remarkably long 
when cut, as do its leaves. Plants form 
low mounds of bloom. ‘Silversmith’ 
forms a compact plant ten to 12 inches 
across and some eight inches in height. 
‘Paramount’ forms slowly spreading 
plants some 12 to 18 inches in diam- 
eter and approximately 12 inches tall. 
‘Bountiful’ is not so tall. When grown 
in light shade the bright fuchsia color 
fades somewhat. All of these hybrids 
need excellent drainage. They will not 
tolerate where 
puddles in winter. 


soil water stands in 

Whether choice lies with the spring 
flowering bleeding heart with charm- 
ing grace and symmetry or the many 
flowered hybrids for all season color— 
or both—-the gardener will have a re- 
warding experience. # 
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rowing Amaryllis 


in the Garden 


by Iva M. Johnson 


This article is intended especially for the south and 


southwestern states. 


The author lives in Oklahoma. 


FLOWER LOVERS WHO have never grown the amaryllis 
in their outdoor gardens have a vast amount of beauty 
and pleasure awaiting them. These flowers should be 
to the South and Southwest what tulips and trumpet 
daffodils are to gardens in the colder sections of the 
country. They grow well in our alkaline soils, whereas 
the tulips and daffodils prefer a soil slightly on the 
acid side. 

Amaryllis are as easily grown as any other bulbous 
plant, and their large showy flowers attract attention 
in any garden. They are not exacting in their require- 
ments, and will grow and bloom in the same place 
for years, if handled correctly. 

The amaryllis is a true bulb. Bailey’s encylopedia 
lists it botanically as hippeastrum, but common usage 
still clings to the name amaryllis. Before World War II, 
most of the choice bulbs were shipped in from the Dutch 
growers. Now, we have many American growers who 
are producing some very fine specimens. The American 
bulbs are a bit more thrifty and vigorous, but their 
flowers lack some of the delicate beauty of the Holland 
grown bulbs. 

The color range is wide in these flowers. They come 
in every shade of red, from deep maroon to light orange 
and coral red. In the past few years, pure pinks and 
whites have been developed, but they are more expensive. 

Many gardeners have failed with amaryllis because 
they have tried to grow them as other bulbs are grown. 
They require a small amount of special treatment. 
Do not plant the bulbs outdoors when first purchased, 
but pot them up and flower them indoors the first spring. 

Amaryllis bulbs usually appear on the market in Oc- 
tober and are available until early March in most areas, 
but early planting is preferred. Purchase the bulbs as 
soon as they are available and stand them upright in 
an open box such as used for shipping apples. Put the 
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box where you can keep a close watch upon it. Check 
them every few days for flower bud development and 
just as soon as buds appear, pot them up. The reason 
for standing upright is to make sure you see the buds 
when they appear. Another reason is that, if bulbs are 
left lying on their sides, the flower buds will have started 
crooked before you notice them. 

When potting, select a pot that is 2% inches larger 
on each side than the bulb. Do not trim off the old roots 
clinging to the base, as they help to anchor the bulb 
in the soil. Some growers say to leave the top half of 
the bulb exposed, but I prefer to use a bulb pot and 
cover the entire bulb with soil. Deeper coverage helps 
to hold the bulb in the pot when in bloom. The flowers 
are heavy and will sometimes pull the bulb out of the 
pot while blooming. 

Use a potting mixture of one-third good garden soil, 
one-third coarse sand and one-third leaf mold, well- 
rotted manure or sifted compost. Peat moss may be 
used in the above mixture if sifted very fine and mixed 
thoroughly in the soil. Large pieces of damp peat next 
to a bulb will sometimes cause bulb rot, especially if the 
soil should become too wet. 

After blooming and when danger of frost has passed, 
remove plant from pot and set in the garden with the 
rounded portion of the bulb four inches under the 
surface of the soil. Bulbs can be planted an inch deeper 
or shallower, depending upon the frost line of your 
area. At any rate, plant the thickest part of the bulbs 
below the line that frost will penetrate. They prefer a 
shaded spot in semi-arid sections and partial shade 
in other sections. They make good plants to grow 
under trees if fed well. 


Increase in Size 
The bulbs may be left in the ground from year to 
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One of the author’s own seedlings—light orange with 
a dark red center. 


year growing more abundant yearly. Many bulbs that 
have been left undisturbed in the garden as long as 
seven years, have grown to a circumference of 17 inches 
and produced from one to four stems with three to six 
flowers per stem. The flowers range in size from the 
new miniature forms to the huge blossoms eight to ten 
inches across. A single plant will give bloom for two 
to three weeks and many of them longer, if there are 
more than two flower stems. Flowering size bulbs are 
2% inches in diameter or larger. 

The reason for not planting bulbs outdoors when 
bought is that when planted deep enough to withstand 
the cold, they smother. In studying the amaryllis species, 
one will find that some of the types from which our 
hybrids were derived originally had a long neck. Years 
of hothouse growing in shallow pots have shortened 
the neck. If they are growing vigorously when put into 
the ground, they will develop long necks. This makes 
it possible for them to winter in areas that are ordinarily 
too cold for them. 

Some amaryllis bloom before the foliage appears, 
and others bloom with foliage. The last is the most 
attractive but there is no way of telling which is which 
when making bulb selection. Cut off the flowering 
stem after flowering and keep the plants growing 
vigorously. If the plants are growing in the garden, leave 
the flower stem on until it has decayed naturally. If 
the stem is cut off close to the ground, water may collect 
in the hollow stem and cause rot, or pill bugs and other 
insects may crawl in and start eating on the bulb. If 
for some reason it is necessary to cut the flower stem, 
as for instance if you want to take a bloom to a flower 
show, fill the portion left with warm paraffin. 
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Undisturbed for several years in its outdoor spot, the amaryllis 
becomes large and vigorous. 


Cold Protection 


Amaryllis are practically disease and pest free. Keep- 


ing them growing vigorously is about all they require. 
They prefer a moist, not wet, soil at all times. They 
have a brittle root system that requires plenty of humus 
in the soil. They can endure cold weather as low as five 
degrees below zero if not a prolonged cold, and if 
planted as deep as recommended and mulched. As soon 
as the first frost has killed the foliage, cut off the dead 
leaves and put on mulch. Strawy stable bedding is 
one of the preferred mulches for amaryllis. It is light 
and airy. Others that are good are alfalfa hay, coarse 
compost, and prairie hay. A commercial fertilizer should 
be worked into the soil around the plants before applying 
the last named mulches; a scant half cup for each plant 
is about right. 

In open places where the cold has a direct attack, 
the mulch should be heavy—four to six inches. Rake 
off half of it in early spring just before the amaryllis 
start putting out. Keep the plants growing vigorously 
and you can have years of bloom from the original 
purchase. My first bulb bought 12 years ago is still 
growing, and blooming in the garden. I suggest that 
you start with the American hybrids since they are 
hardier. 

Named amaryllis that have been in my garden from 
three to seven years are: ‘Albino,’ ‘Rose Queen,’ 
“‘Barne’s Imported Pink,’ ‘Herman Brown’s Pure White,’ 
‘Aztec Red,’ ‘Julian’ and ‘Maryon.’ Hundreds of seed- 
lings from crosses of these have spent their lives in the 
garden with the prescribed treatment. The only differ- 
ence in the growing of the seedlings has been to remove 
all of the mulch after danger of frost has passed ¢ 


31 





The common wax plant, Hoya carnosa, is an easily grown 


vining house plant. 


Grandmother's favorite — 


THE HOYA, BETTER known as the 
wax plant in our grandparents’ day, 
is one of the best vining house plants. 
Hoyas were popular in an earlier era, 
and they are rapidly coming back into 
modern homes. 

The native home of these lovely 
plants is primarily Australia and China 
with at least one coming from India. 
Most of the hoyas must be two or 
three years old before they will start 
to bloom, but they are well worth the 
waiting. There is one exception and 
that is the tiny charmer, Hoya bella, 
which begins blooming the first year 
if conditions are right. All of the 
hoyas improve with age and bloom 
more freely as the years pass. The 
flower spurs should be allowed to re- 
main, for they will produce again and 
again. These spurs are the thickened 
ends which are produced on the old 
growth and are the forerunners of 
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THE WAX PLANT 


the wheel-shaped clusters of eight to 
15 or more star-shaped flowers. 

The true Hoya carnosa has thick, 
waxy, deep green, oval leaves which 
are sprinkled with occasional flecks of 
silver. When in bloom, it is a sight 
to behold with clusters of flowers 
seemingly carved of wax. The star- 
shaped pinkish-white flower with red 
star-shaped crown contains a small 
drop of honey nectar; consequently it 
has sometimes been called “honey 
plant.” As if beauty were not enough, 
nature has endowed the flowers with 
a delightful fragrance. 

Not only do we have Hoya carnosa 
today, but we have its lovely sports, 
Hoya carnosa variegata and Hoya 
carnosa exotica. Variegata has a green 
leaf with a creamy edge and an oc- 
casional tinge of pink. Exotica has a 
golden cream leaf edged in green with 
occasional tinges of pink on the young 


by Grafton J. Longden, Jr. 


leaves. The variegated forms of hoya 
are beautiful with flowers the same as 
those of carnosa, but they are not as 
easily enticed into blooming. They 
present an irresistible challenge to 
house plant enthusiasts. 

A new hoya which is now available 
is ‘Silver Leaf’ (also called ‘Silver 
Pink’) which has leaves similar to 
carnosa, except much longer and 
more heavily splashed with silver. It 
produces clusters of maroon flowers. 
This variety and Hoya imperialis are 
the only hoyas I know which have 
brownish-crimson flowers. 

Hoya australis, a comparative new- 
comer, is a more robust grower with 
large light to medium green, thick, 
glossy rounded and pointed leaves. 
The flowers of this native of Queens- 
land are waxy white, tinged pink. 

Another migrant from Queensland 
is Hoya keysii which has rounded, 
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velvety, gray-green, hairy leaves. I 
have never seen this in bloom, but I 
am told that it blooms freely on the 
lower part of the plant. The off-white 
waxy clusters are not exceptionally 
colored, but it is easy to grow and 
flower. 

Hoya cinnamafolia has medium 
sized leaves of a coppery green color 
with prominent pale veins. The young 
leaves and new growth are deep 
brownish red. It produces white flow- 
ers. 

All of these hoyas will make large 
vines after a few years and it is de- 
sirable to train the runners on wire 
frames. They may also be allowed to 
grow up around a window. 

The only member of this family 
which does not climb but makes a 
short trailing growth instead is Hoya 
bella, a native of India. This is the 
dwarfest form with branches which 
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Hoya bella makes a good hanging plant. 


are first upright and later drooping. 
The small, thick leaves are deep green 
with a brown stripe along the mid- 
rib. It is ideal for the hanging basket 
with lovely, waxy-white flowers with 
pale pink center crowns. 

There are other types of 
hoyas and all of them are of interest 
to the horticultural world, but they 
are not readily available and perhaps 
not as good for use in the conserva- 
tory or home. 

For the size of the plants they pro- 
duce, they have small root systems so 
that even a big plant does not require 
too large a pot. Hoyas prefer to grow 
in a soil which is rich in humus. A 
50-50 mixture of soil and peat or leaf 
mold suits them. They will grow al- 
most anywhere but prefer a diffused 
light in a moderate room of 60 to 70 
degrees. 

To make hoyas bloom freely, give 


novel 


them only enough water to prevent 
the leaves from shriveling during the 


winter months. To start them into 


active growth in early spring keep 
them moist at all times but never al- 
low them to become water-logged. An 
infrequent feeding of liquid fertilizer 


during the growing season is very 
beneficial, but only during periods of 
active growth. Repotting should be 
done just prior to active growth. 

Exceptions to this cultural require- 
ment are Hoya bella and imperialis 
which like to have more moisture dur- 
ing the winter and should be kept 
fairly moist at all times. 

The hoyas are remarkably free of 
insect pests. They may get mealybugs 
and I have found red spiders on Hoya 
bella. An occasional spraying with one 
of the insecticides such as malathion 
and washing of the leaves with water 
should keep hoyas healthy. # 
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Glory of Texas (Thelocactus bicolor) 


Lasy to Grow 


Lace Cactus (Echinocereus Reichenbachii) 


Tue Creator’s curse of “thorns 
also, and thistles,’ (Gen. 3:18) un- 
doubtedly brought the spines to cacti. 
And while we may deplore them, the 
beauty of the blossoms and interesting 
shapes of plants more than make up 
for unpleasant thorns. While it is a 
temptation to get as many plants as 
possible, the amateur cacti grower 
will do well to begin with a few of 
the inexpensive, hardy species that 
make excellent house plants, and 
though it is fun to gather native cacti, 
they can be bought from almost any 
florist. They can be grown from seeds, 
but this is a very slow process. 

Here is how I grew the cacti pic- 
tured, a fine group and not at all 
exacting in their cultural require- 
ments. Temperatures as low as 12 
degrees will not seriously injure them. 
They will actually thrive in dry, hot 
temperatures, but must have proper 
drainage. 

Light is next in importance. They 
like sunlight and will be all right in 
windows, sunrooms or similar loca- 
tions. Part shading is not objection- 
able, because where they grow natu- 
rally, it is usually at the bases of trees, 
shrubs or rocks. If light comes from 
one side only, turn the pot a little al- 
most every day so all sides will have 
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equal lighting. 

These cacti respond to good soil 
and I used a mixture of equal parts 
of leaf mold, coarse sand and good 
garden loam. (If leaf mold is not 
available, peat moss can be used in- 
stead.) To each three- or four-inch 
pot the addition of a tablespoonful 
of screened charcoal or ground lime- 
stone or old mortar will be helpful, but 
not an absolute requirement. 

For the species shown here, I sug- 
gest the use of three- or four-inch pots, 
because crowding roots forces earlier 
flowering. Put an inch or more of 
coarse gravel, charcoal or broken pot- 
tery into the pot, then add soil mix- 
ture. Examine plants and cut off dead 
or bruised roots, then set to the depth 
of the previous soil marks. Water 
sparingly. Either too much or too 
little water can kill these plants, but 
over-watering does more damage than 
lack of water. 


When To Water 


I follow no set time for watering, 
like once a week, but water when the 
soil feels dry. I set the pots into a 
tray or shallow pan of water and let 
them stay until moisture comes to 
the top. The greatest need of water 
is during the flowering and growing 
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by Jewell Casey 


season, but roots should never stand 
in soggy soil. 

Although I have yet to see a cactus 
that didn’t interest me, I believe the 
echinocereus, with its several distinct 
species, has the greatest appeal of all 
native cacti. Decorative, well adapted 
for growing indoors or out, these 
plants are better known as lace cacti, 
because of the pretty lacy appearance 
of their spines. 

These can be handled with the bare 
hands, and the plants, either young 
or old, can be transplanted, with sel- 
dom a loss, at any season. 

One outstanding oddity of these 
plants is that when growing in lime- 
stone or other white soils, the spines 
are white, but when growing in red 
or black soils, the spines are red, and 
sometimes almost black. And _ the 
spines of the E. rigidissimus are vari- 
colored, giving it the common name 
of rainbow cactus. 

Growing either solitary or in clusters 
of two to several stems these cacti 
are usually in full bloom by the latter 
part of March and continue through 
April. The large flowers, at top of 
stems, open and close with the sun 
for several days. Shape and size of 
flowers of several species are similar, 
but colors may range through pink, 
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Pineapple Cactus (Echinocactus setispinus, Twisted-rib) 


rose, bright red, yellow and purple. 
Flowers of E. viridiflorus and those of 
the E. chloranthus differ from others 
not only because of their small size 
and greenish-yellow or brown colors, 
but they grow up and down the stems 
instead of on top. 
Reichenbachit when 
in bloom resemble quaint little ladies 
ig, pinkish 
profusion of 
may well be a 
choice where but one or two can be 
had. 

Echinocactus setispinus, of which 
there are two well defined forms, is 
variously known as fish hook cactus 
and pineapple cactus. The lemon- 
yellow flowers with red centers open 
during the hottest part of the day and 
close about dusk. 

Echinocactus setispinus in its other 
form is better known as a hedgehog 
cactus. This plant enjoys a long flower- 
ing season. From early spring until late 
summer its brilliant yellow flowers, 
with deeper coloring toward center 
are very attractive. One small plant 
may have as many as ten blossoms at 
one time. 

Opuntia linguiformis derives its 
common name of cow tongue because 
of its long, narrow, tapering pads. 
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in lacy dresses wearing 
coral hats. With its 


flowers, these cacti 


Queen of the Night (Echinopsis multiplex) 


Because of its unique shape, pretty 
flowers and fruit, and because it re- 
quires little care, this plant is a popu- 
lar one in the house or rock garden. 
Its fragrant, golden flowers are fol- 
lowed by large urn-shaped reddish- 
purple fruit, an added attraction. 

Thelocactus bicolor seldom reaches 
a height of more than six inches, but 
produces sparkling pink or reddish 
purple flowers of immense size. Dif- 
fering from many cacti, it flowers from 
early spring until late autumn. One 
plant may have reddish spines, another 
may spines and still 
another will have gray spines, yet all 
may be grown in same soil. The un- 
usually brilliant flowers have caused 
this plant to be called the glory of 
Texas. 


have brown 


Echinopsis multiplex, sometimes 
called Easter lily cactus, but more 
often known as queen of the night, 
is a small spiny plant. Its long-tubed, 
sweetly fragrant flowers are white 
with delicate tints of pink. About dusk 
the buds begin expanding and within 
an hour the fully opened flowers will 
be four to six inches in diameter. This 
plant usually blooms several times dur- 
ing spring and summer. It is very 
desirable as a house plant where space 
is limited, # 
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Cow Tongue Cactus (Opuntia linguiformis) 


Hedgehog Cactus (Echinocactus setispinus) 





How to grow 


GERANIUMS 


1. For best drainage place pieces of broken 
elie ae ene es clay pot in bottom of flat. Then fill box to within 
nal Fe Neate an inch of top with finely sifted soil. Level the 
a Se | surface. 


2. Add a half-inch layer of fine vermiculite and 
firm smooth. 


3. Mark rows in vermiculite, one-quarter inch 
deep and about two inches apart. 


4. Gently rub the husks from the seeds in the 
palm of your hand, or soak seeds in warm water 
to help induce germination. Sow thinly in the 
TOwS. 
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from SEEDS 


5. Pat the seeds in gently as shown. Keep evenly 
moist and moderately warm for six to eight 
weeks as some seedlings take that long to appear. 


6. When one or more true sets of leaves have 
developed, move seedlings to small pots. 


7. Later, when they become pot-bound, trans- 
plant to four-inch pots, where they can remain 
for three or four months without re potting. 


8. Geraniums usually come into bloom in five to 
six months after the seeds are sown. They flower 
most freely when slightly pot-bound, and per- 
form best when kept on the dry side, rather than 
drippy wet. Any fertilizer used should be low 
in nitrogen, otherwise the plants may produce 


a superabundance of foliage at the expense of 
the flowers. 





For the benefit of our do-it-yourselfers, 

Flower & Garden presents these four reports 
about widely differing home-built greenhouses. 
Next month we will show some of the possi- 
bilities in the pre-fabricated greenhouse field. 


Four Ways to a Greenhouse 


NO. I. A CORRUGATED FIBER GLASS GREENHOUSE 
by Elvin McDonald 


Last Marcu I visirep the most colorful, attractive 
and neat home greenhouse I have seen. It is the fiber 
glass greenhouse of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Fielder, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Gloxinias, grown from seeds planted 
in October, were in full bloom. Epidendrum, cattleya 
and other orchids bloomed happily among the gloxinias. 

Filon fiber glass covers the structure and takes the 
place of glass. A recent hail storm which caused more 

; than a million dollar's worth of damage to Tulsa 
Be en olen shay homes just nicked a few spots on the plastic on the most 
~ fo te directly exposed portions of the roof. The fiber glass 
: diffuses light so that shading is not a problem. 

An outside view of the corrugated Just inside the door, space is devoted to an orderly 
plastic greenhouse. : and handy potting bench. It has shelves for plant foods, 
a Wa rooting powder, extra pots, flats and soil. The green- 
a ; F a : : house temperature is controlled by a thermostat that 
“ § turns on the stove and raises the roof ventilators when 
the greenhouse gets too hot. In the summer an evapora- 

tive air cooler provides ideal growing conditions. 

The benches, made of redwood, are slatted to pro- 
vide free air circulation, necessary for success with 
almost all plants. Cement blocks make an attractive, 

The Fielder’s potting bench is practical walk and “patio” at the entrance, near the 

. ee Te handy, well lighted even at potting bench and around the stove. 

PERT night. Shelves hold soil and . : ‘ 

This small motor, thermostatically supplies. The Fielders added to the enjoyment of their new 
controlled, raises and lowers the greenhouse this year by having an open greenhouse day. 
ete. Seay. In March when the greenhouse reached its peak of 
floral perfection, they sent out invitations to more than 
a hundred friends, and the local newspapers carried 
information about the event. By staggering the visiting 
hours on the invitations, they were able to entertain and 
enjoy 165 guests one Sunday between two and five p.m. 


a 
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Here handyman Fielder is shown installing the 
fiber glass om the roof. He built the entire 
structure. 


Expense Memo for Fielder Greenhouse 


Filon fiber glass, mastic and special nails J Pipe and fittings (hot and cold water) 
Redwood for framing J Sand, gravel, cement for greenhouse and walk 
Redwood for benches 


: Rent on cement mixer 

Two-inch steel T-bar frames... Lumber for forms 

Vent machine Electricity wire and fixtures 

Bolts, nails, brackets and miscellaneous hardware.... J Cement blocks for walks inside greenhouse 
Cement blocks—for walls Miscellaneous expense 

SN cases 
Wood preservative 


(The stoves, electric motor for the thermostat control and cooling equipment were salvaged from the Fielders’ old 
greenhouse at no cost.) 
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by Gordon B. Sherman 


I Lay CLA to the smallest legitimate greenhouse in 
existence. It measures five by seven feet. It is a full 
greenhouse because it is eight feet tall, sloping down of 
course, as the photograph indicates. Its exposure is 
southern. It gets the full benefit of morning sun and the 
part of it that extends to the porch (to which it is 
attached on the west side) gets the evening sun as well. 
The bench built into the wall (waist-high) is L-shaped 
and permits the comfortable presence of one person. 

The greenhouse is usually lined with several shelves, 
two rows or more on each wall. The shelves are made 
out of pine wood, with holes drilled intermittently. Each 
shelf is provided with semi-round galvanized gutter. 
These gutters are filled about once a week with water, 
and so all plants on the shelves are automatically watered 
by way of glass wick capillary action. This is especially 
important during the winter months when over-watering 
is so possible, but perhaps it is none the less important 
during the summer months when under-watering is 
the danger. 

The benches are waterproofed and filled with sand. 
A pipe extends into the bench through which I am able 
to deliver water at a slow rate, not much more than a 
few drops at a time. All the pots are set in the sand so 
that they too are automatically watered from below. 

I have a small, but thermostatically controlled natural 
gas heater under the bench. It is more than adequate, 
but the heat is too intense and local as it rises above 
the bench. It is also too dry. Therefore, suspended 
under the bench in front of the heater is an aluminum 







by M. F. Barmore 


Our OUTSIDE CELLAR door needed replacing, badly. 
We had four window sashes left over from remodeling 
the kitchen. Combining these two facts gave me a 
dream come true, a tiny greenhouse. 

We set the window frames up pyramid fashion over 
the opening, filling in at the house with a strip of wood. 
They did not quite fill the opening so we bought two 
cellar sashes. The triangular end was covered with wood. 

We removed the heavy door at the bottom of the 
steps and replaced it with a frame covered with chicken 
wire to keep the kitten from playing hide and seek 
among the plants. There is one shelf along the east 
side made by resting a board on the top step and sup- 
porting the opposite end with a bracket. This did not 
give as much room as I needed so I hang the plants 
along the sides. 

I grow most of the plants in pound coffee cans, 
painted brown or green. Before filling the can, I make 
a hole in one side near the top with a nail and hammer. 
Through this hole I thread a loop of heavy wire to hang 
the can from nails driven into the wood just under 
the windows. 

Here I raise sweet peas, snapdragons, calendulas, 
pansies and petunias, as well as a variety of spring 
bulbs; but the greatest display is put on by the geraniums 
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NO. Il. THE SMALLEST GREENHOUSE 


NO. Ill. A CELLAR DOOR GREENHOUSE 





























screen attached to a small sheet of galvanized metal. 
Over this I have suspended copper tubing perforated 
with holes. Water percolates through these holes onto 
a galvanized platform and onto the aluminum screen. 
The heat from the heater passes through this sheet of 
water, losing its intensity and picking up humidity on 
the way. The greenhouse is then under perfect winter- 
time control. 

In the summer I remove one window at either end of 
the greenhouse (north and south), replacing these with 
a good-sized fan facing outward, and the other with 
an excelsior wood mesh frame. Water circulates through 
this mesh and the fan keeps cool, humid air in circula- 
tion. It is good for about a 15 degree drop in tempera- 
ture during the dog days. Of course all of this is based 
on the fact that the greenhouse is tapped for water. 

I raise only gloxinias and begonias in the greenhouse, 
but obviously it could sustain anything. It is a year and 
a half old and a tremendous source of pleasure. 





and nasturtiums. They are loaded with blossoms from 
November. until time to set them out in the spring. 

The sweet peas I raise from seeds planted in October. 
The snapdragons and calendulas are plants that had not 
yet bloomed in the garden. The pansies and petunias 
are blooming plants taken up and cut back. The gerani- 
ums and nasturtiums are slips taken in September. 
Nasturtium cuttings root easily in water. 

Heat from the furnace keeps my greenhouse warm 
enough for these plants. Next year in order to raise 
begonias, I plan to use a hotbed cable and thermostat. 
The only fault I can find is that it is not nearly large 
enough to hold all the plants I would like, but it is a 
beginning! 
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NO. IV. A POLYETHYLENE GREENHOUSE 


by H. D. Garver 


Mr. anv Mrs. Green Tuvums, suburbanites living on 
their fractional acre estate may now own their own 
private greenhouse—and without straining the budget. 
A bit of summer greenness may be retained to brighten 
the drab winter months, and without going to Florida. 
All this is possible by a unique and practical use of a 
product relatively new on the American scene. It is 
known technically as “polyethylene,” and has already 
found countless uses in industry. 

Shawnee-Mission, Kansas, Future Farmers of Amer- 
ica, located on the campus of mushrooming Shawnee- 
Mission High School midway between Merriam and 
Mission, Kansas, have developed a family size green- 
house that has already withstood just about everything 
the weatherman could toss at it. A 15-inch snow, sev- 
eral strong winds (40 miles per hour), and several near 
zero cold snaps have failed to produce even the slight- 
est adverse effect on either the growing plants or the 
structure itself. Best of all, this walk-in greenhouse, ten 
by 20 feet in size costs less than $100 for materials (not 
counting the heating unit.) Also, anyone reasonably 
handy with ordinary home shop tools could build such 
a house. 

This FFA greenhouse is of the familiar Quonset 
shape, and is covered throughout with a single layer 
of 4 millimeter polyethylene which cost (retail) just 
$12 for the entire covering. This semi-transparent film 
is laid over metal ribs (34-inch reinforcing rods) spaced 
two feet apart. They are curved over a two by four 
ridge and secured by dropping the ends in holes bored 
in the two by four sills. This gives the house the Quonset 
shape. Only the end framing of the building might be 
considered complicated, but even so, it is no more difh- 
cult than conventional framing of gable roofs. The two 
end frames act as supports for the ridge, which also is 
supported in the center by two jack braces. Diagonal 
cables tightened with turnbuckles serve adequately as 
wind braces for the entire building, as was proven by 
the 40-mile wind. 

Contrary to the usual practice where polyethylene 
has been used in greenhouse construction, this film is 
merely laid over the metal ribs, and fastened at the 
ends only. This flexibility of ribs and covering allows 
fully for wind stresses, falling objects and snow load. 
The value of this feature was proved by the heavy 
snow and a number of tree branches which fell on the 
FFA house. There was no tearing or pull-away at any 
place during the winter. 

Another feature equally important to the small home 
owner with limited space for flower growing is the fact 
that this house can be quickly, cheaply and easily dis- 
mantled at the end of the winter season. The plastic is 
rolled down, ribs lifted out, ridge and sills taken up, 
and the whole building can be stored out of the way 
during the summer. Of course, the heating unit to be 
described later must be well protected during storage. 
This leaves the erstwhile greenhouse beds out in the 
open, fully exposed to the summer sky, and available 
for favorite flowering annuals. Come autumn, out with 
the petunias and up with the polyethylene—and a 
greenhouse returns to duty again. 
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A view through the 
entrance shows 
tomatoes growing in 
the ground beds. 
These beds eliminate 
the cost of sup- 
ported benches. 


The polyethylene 
greenhouse after a 
four-inch snow. A 

15-inch snowfall 
which came a few 

days later was shed 
just as successfully. 


This photo shows the 
end framing with 
the plastic on the 
framework, the ridge 
in place and sup- 
ported by the two 
jack rafters. 


we se othe Pe 

Perhaps the reader has wondered by this time just 
how this new fangled greenhouse is heated. Frankly, 
this is a problem best solved by the individual owner. 
However, this need not be too expensive if the owner 
will shop around a bit. The Shawnee-Mission green- 
house is heated by a converted ceiling gas heater placed 
on the ground level, and supplies enough heat for at 
least two such houses. If it is possible to pass up auto- 
matic heat controls, the heating problem can be very 
low in cost. Frequently, it is possible to obtain a used 
heater for next to nothing. In any case, it is vitally im- 
portant that a circulating fan be installed; and that 
the gas heating unit be well vented. This greenhouse 
could become a bag of highly explosive gas, or gas fatal 
to growing plants. Again, the Shawnee-Mission green- 
house has had no such difficulty. 

Although low in cost, this plastic greenhouse is not 
unattractive in appearance, and will perform with the 
more costly permanent houses. Another feature worth 
noting is the fact that this greenhouse legally is not a 
part of the real estate upon which it rests, since it is 
not permanently secured to the ground (however, this 
is a layman’s opinion), and could be kept if the family 
should move. # 
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Fig. 1—Redwood, screws, plastic glazed alumi- 
mum screening and aluminum tacks for lasting 
flat. 
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Fig. 2—The finished 12 x 18 inch flat. 
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Fig. 3—These pots of African violet leaves have 
rooted and grown many baby plants—now ready 
for transplanting. 
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Fig. 4—The harvest from the two pots of young 
plants. 

Fig. 5—Here are real violets for charity with 
festive bows, ready for a bazaar or other bene- 
fit occasion. 
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Violets for Charity 


by Aphrodite Hofsommer 


“Witt you bake a cake, some 
cookies or a pie?” “Can you donate 
jelly for the bazaar?” 

Questions like these are asked of 
most club women several times a year. 
My answer is usually, “I’d rather 
give some blooming African violet 
plants.” 

For two or three years this practice 
proved quite popular, and the violet 
plants sold so well that there were 
always requests for more from time 
to time, by church groups and hospi- 
tals, until I began to think in terms 
of mass production. Why not make 
this an organizational project and 
begin to prepare months in advance? 
We did, and now our sorority alumnae 
group is growing violets started in our 
fluorescent-lighted “Green ‘Thumb 
Room,” and destined to raise money 
for the medical assistance of the spastic 
child. 

Mass production of these plants is 
not very feasible when undertaken by 
one person, for most homes have 
limited indoor gardening space, but 
as a club project, the plants may be 
“farmed out” to several members for 
the growing months. Even so, space 
can be at a premium, and the task 
of potting and repotting, watering 
and handling many small pots makes 
the procedure prohibitive. 

We began thinking in terms of 
flats that would withstand moisture 
and corrosion. The plans were laid 
and my husband Jack and I repaired 
to a large hardware store where we 
selected redwood lumber, brass screws, 
aluminum glazed with 
plastic, and aluminum tacks. The 
three by one-half inch redwood boards 
were cut into 12 and 18 inch lengths, 
and more 12 inch lengths were made 
of one by one-half inch redwood 
(Fig. 1). Jack fitted the three inch 
wide lengths together with brass 
screws, making a frame 18 x 12 inches. 
Then he screwed the one-inch wide 
strips across the bottom of the box 


screening 


and onto the one-inch strips with 
aluminum tacks (Fig. 2). These nar- 
row strips may be secured beneath the 
plastic screening, depending on the 
individual needs. Now with a sharp- 
pointed nail I punched holes in the 
plastic every inch or so to provide 
drainage. 

The flat was ready, and soon filled 
to within an inch of the top with 
sterilized African violet potting mix. 
Several small pans of African violet 
leaves had sprouted and had long 
since needed transplanting, but lack 
of space had forced them to stay in 
the vermiculite (Fig. 3). Now the 
new plants were separated from the 
mother leaf and planted in the red- 
wood flat (Fig. 4). After thorough 
watering with a half strength solu- 
tion of the commercial fertilizer we 
use for violets, the flat was placed 
over a pan of gravel under fluorescent 
lights. A table near a light window 
would also be a desirable location. 
Growth continued in our flats un- 
disturbed, and the plants were potted 
up in three- and four-inch pots well 
ahead of the Christmas bazaar season. 

The pots can be dressed up a bit 
for sale by covering them with florists’ 
crepe paper or colored foil—or just 
household aluminum foil. I usually 
make a perky bow of green, lavender 
or white ribbon, open one end of a 
paper clip, leaving a single loop at 
the other end, and tie the bow onto 
this loop. Now the straight end of 
the clip is forced into the soil among 
the leaves, and the bow gives the 
African violet a gay, festive look 
(Fig. 5). 

Our has formed a 
number of committees, each assuming 
the responsibility of varied money- 
raising projects, and now with several 
women raising one or two flats of 
African violets, the expenses taken 
from the treasury, we expect to turn 
many more flowering plants into dol- 
lars for charity. 


organization 
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A window garden of beautiful gloxinias. Those with large flowers 
are American hybrids, the others are from Belgium. 


Gloxinias Are Astonishing! 


HAVE YOU LOOKED at gloxinias 
lately? The color range is wide, two 
varieties with completely double flow- 
ers were introduced this year, and one 
hybridizer is breeding plants that will 
grow flat and handsome under low- 
light intensity. Other growers have 
compact growing gloxinias that fit 
easily into four-inch pots on the win- 
dow sill. With all these exciting things 
happening to gloxinias, it’s no wonder 
gardeners everywhere want to grow 
them. 

If you have a window that receives 
at least four hours of sunlight each 
day, it should be possible for you to 
grow gloxinias. They grow to flat, 
symmetrical perfection under artificial 
lighting. Provide this by hanging two 
40-watt fluorescent light tubes about 
six inches from the top of the pots. 
A standard commercial unit is least 
expensive. Electricity to burn the unit 
15 to 16 hours each day is not notice- 
able on the light bill. 

Gloxinias grow from a tuber which 
can be planted anytime during the fall 
or winter. Many growers refuse to 
ship the bulbs after freezing weather, 
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so October is a good time to buy 
through the mail. Local garden sup- 
ply stores have gloxinia tubers from 
now until February. Gloxinia special- 
ists offer young seedlings out of 214- 
inch pots, just ready for transplanting 
to four- or five-inch containers for 
blooming. Expert packing makes the 
plants arrive through the mail in 
greenhouse-fresh condition, especially 
at this cool time of the year. 

If you are adventuresome, plant a 
packet of hybrid gloxinia seeds. They 
are tiny and must be handled with 
care. You'll be glad you gave this 
special care in the beginning when 
your seedlings come into bloom, some 
with velvety blossoms five inches 
across! If your section of the country 
experiences many gray days during 
the fall and winter, you’ll be wise to 
wait until February or March to plant 
seeds, unless you have a fluorescent 
light unit or a greenhouse. 


Gloxinia Soil 


Gloxinias like a loose, rich soil. If 
you mix your own, use equal parts 
rich, humusy soil, clean sharp sand 


by Elvin McDonald 


and peat moss. If you have compost, 
add one part of it. After a while 
you'll want to experiment with differ- 
ent mixtures until you hit upon one 
that grows the best plants for you. 
Gloxinias prefer a pH range of 6.0 
to 6.5. Commercially prepared soil 
mixes may be had, some especially 
concocted for gloxinias. 

To plant a gloxinia tuber, place 
drainage material in the bottom of a 
pot and fill it with the planting mix. 

Snuggle the tuber, sprout or stem 
side up, into the soil until it is almost 
covered. The pot size will vary with 
that of the tuber. Tubers under two 
inches will grow happily in a five- 
inch pot. Larger tubers like a roomy 
six- or seven-inch pot. 

After planting, keep the soil moist. 
If soil is powdery dry the tuber will 
not start growth. If the soil is puddly 
wet the tuber will rot. When growth 
begins to appear active, keep the 
plant in as much sun as possible. If 
you get a hot, burning sun in your 
locale, watch to see if the leaves. are 
actually going to burn. If they do, a 
thin curtain will correct the problem 
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Potting gloxinias—soil, charcoal and 


broken crockery for drainage, 


pots and fat, healthy tubers. 


indoors. In the greenhouse standard 
whitewash or other shading is ample. 

If the plant is not getting enough 
light, it will grow long and spindly 
like a weed. Gloxinias should grow 
into reasonably flat plants that hug 
the top of the pot. 

Gloxinias like moisture in the air— 
not a close; muggy humidity that we 
loathe in the summertime, but a pleas- 
ant per cent of humidity in a tem- 
perature range of 68 to 85 degrees. 
If you think a lack of humidity is 
your problem in growing house plants, 
invest in some sort of humidity guide. 
Inexpensive ones can be bought at 
drug stores. To provide more humid- 
ity, group plants together. If possible 
set them on a tray that contains moist 
sand, pebbles or vermiculite. Putting 
the pot inside a larger one and pack- 
ing moist peat moss between the two 
is effective for a solo plant. If you 
have glass shelves and a tray is not 
practical, try setting attractive glass 
containers of water among your 
plants. A few chunks of charcoal in 
each will keep the water sweet. 

After gloxinias are in active growth, 
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A slipper-flowered gloxinia. 


The blossoms face outward; in pro- 


file they are supposed to represent the line of a fairy-tale 


lady’s slippers. 


a well-balanced house plant fertilizer 
is beneficial, applied by the directions 
given with the product. 


Bud Blast 


When gloxinia buds fail to open, 
look for insects. The cottony mealybug 
finds a cozy place to live inside glox- 
inia buds. The tiny, thread-like black 
thrip also thinks gloxinias are delici- 
ous. Thrips can be detected by a rust- 
like appearance of the buds, stems 
and undersides of the leaves. Both of 
these pests are easily whisked away if 
caught before they call in their whole 
army. A house plant spray bomb is 
handy. If the directions on the can 
are followed, no ill results 
come from the use of the spray. 

If bugs do not appear to have 
caused the bud blast, conditions of 
light and moisture are most likely re- 
sponsible. The air about the plants 
must be moist. If it is hot and dry 
the buds will refuse to open. Over- 
watering to the extent of causing rot 
sometimes keeps gloxinias from bloom- 
ing. If they are watered late in the 
evening and water is splashed on the 
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buds to remain overnight, it may rot 
them. 


Gloxinias resent having icy cold wa- 
ter splashed on them. Use tepid wa- 
ter, and if the leaves become dusty, 
give them a shower bath, but with 
water that has had the chill taken 
away. Let the plants dry in a shady 
spot and then put them back in the 
sun. 

After the blooms have stopped, and 
when the leaves begin to yellow, grad- 
ually withhold water until the plant 
dies down. Keep the soil just slightly 
moist during the time the tuber is 
dormant. The soil should not be so 
dry that the tuber will shrivel, but 
not so moist that it will start growth 
immediately. Put the resting tuber in 
a cool, dark place where mice can- 
not devour it. Repotting can be done 
at the beginning of the dormant pe- 
riod, or after the tuber starts into 
new growth. Knock the soil and tuber 
from the pot. Wash or crumble away 
the soil, leaving just the tuber and its 
roots. Repot in new soil. Wise grow- 
ers soak the old pots and scrub them 


(Please turn to page 59) 
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Spectacular New Tree Color 
for your home landscape 


@ Dramatic new green 
and golden-yellow 
two-tone coloring. 

© Fast-growing. 

© Easy to plant. 

@ ideal for lawns. 

Grows almost 


anywhere. 
new 
SUNBURST looks like a flowering tree in 
\\ full bloom all summer. It is strong and 
\\ hardy and causes no ground-liner in the 
fall. Order yours now for carly planting. 


ZILKE BROTHERS NURSERY 


BOX 680, BARODA, MICHIGAN 


ertt 


ae 


FALL EVERGREEN 
BARGAIN 


5 YEAR OLD 
COLORADO 


BLUE § 
SPRUCE 


Northern grown, Bushy Trees $28.00) 


/ These trees are so beautiful you'll hardly believe your 
eyes when you see them delivered at your door this 
fall. Not tiny seedlings, but choice heavy-rooted, well- 
branched 5 vear old trees. WILL ADD REAL BEAUTY 

( AND VALUE TO YOUR YARD FOR YEARS TO COME 

( Every tree is northern grown, extra nice, well-shaped. 

? Planting instructions included 


(in tots 
of S) 


( Postage paid on prepaid orders. C.0.D.’s welcome with 
? 250 advance deposit. Limited offer—so please write 
) today. 5 trees for $5.00. Orders for less than 5 are 
$1.25 per tree—minimum order, two trees. The more 
you order, the more you save—10 trees for $9.50, 20 
( for $18.00. Please add 50c for packaging and handling. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


On arrival, if you are not 100% satisfied, simply 
return for money back 


5 FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 
DEPT. 160-922, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 


2 for $2.50—81.2 5 for 8 5.00—3$1.00 ea. 

10 for $9.50 ‘ } 20 for $18.00— 

Please add 50c for handling and packaging. 
PRINT Name 


( 
) Address 
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The annual meeting of the National 
Council of State Garden Clubs, held in 
Seattle, Washington, was attended by over 
1,100 delegates and 
visitors from 41 states. Those attending 
represented a membership of 400,000 in 
approximately 11,000 clubs. 


officers, chairmen, 


The meetings were presided over by the 
National Council’s president, Mrs. Daniel 
Mooney, Butte. Montana. The first panel 
of speakers was presented Sunday evening 
when five state presidents spoke on as 
many subjects. Mrs. James L. Fisher, 
Youngstown, Ohio, presided. She talked 
on garden centers in a speech entitled 
“Center of Interest.” Other presidents on 
the panel were Miss Anne Hodgkins, 
Harpswell, Maine, who spoke on “Com- 
Norman H. 
Pearson, Hamden, Connecticut, on “Our 
Curative Powers,” Mrs. E. N. Merriwether, 
Mobile. Alabama, on ‘“‘Eyes of Tomorrow,” 
and Mrs. Vernon L. Conner, Mt. Dora, 


Florida, whose subject was 


munity Betterment,” Mrs 


“Patterns for 
Progress.” 

Junior garden clubs were recommended 
as a cure for clubs in a rut by Mrs. Sam 
Peeples, Vicksburg, Mississippi, national 
junior club chairman. She showed three 
flower arrangements made by members of 
the Eager Beavers Junior Garden Club 
of Seattle, which is sponsored by the City- 
Wide Flower Club. Mrs. Herman Bischof, 
the 1957 chairman of the editorial board 


of The National Gardener Magazine (pub- 
lication of the National Council of State 
Garden Clubs), announced that Susan 
Scott, Englewood, Colorado, was the first 
prize winner in the poster contest for jun- 
iors which was sponsored by the magazine. 


More on Junior Gardening 


Gardening is being taught 36.000 school 
children of Jacksonville, Florida, through 
a school beautification program. This is 
sponsored by the Men's Garden Society 
of greater Jacksonville. 

This program is operated on a com- 
petitive basis and junior gardeners center 
most of their efforts around their school 
grounds. 

Annual silver trophies go to winners 
in the two groups—elementary schools and 
high schools. Director of the program is 
Arthur F. Coe. 

The Attica Garden Club, Attica. New 
York, reserved a special division for juniors 
in their recent show, “Through the Garden 
Gate.” This section was divided into three 
parts to take in juniors up to 14 years of 
age. Requirements were the same for all 
groups: A necklace of horticultural ma- 
terial—flowers, fruits, or vegetables, or an 
arrangement of flowers not to exceed eight 
inches in height in a suitable container. 


Garden Retreat 


Each year Lake Mohonk Mountain 


“Your State Flowers’ by Betty Koenig, displayed at the Seattle meeting of the National 


Council of State Garden Clubs. 
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YOUR FLOWER SHOW or conven- 
tion is an event you want to tell 
all flower lovers about and so do 
we. To speed the word along get 
the news to us just as soon as it is 
news to you. Send calendar dates 
three months ahead of time. 

1. Type or print club name, date of show, 
theme of show. 

2. Send to Peggie Schulz, 7714 Fairfield 
Road North, Minneapolis 12, Minn. 

3. | cannot promise to answer all queries, 
but I'll try to answer those accompanied by 
a stamped self-addressed envelope. 





House, Mohonk Lake, New York, sponsors 
a Garden Week. Lake Mohonk Mountain 
House is a mountain resort located in the 
midst of a 7,500 acre estate, providing its 
visitors with a wide range of activities. 
Guests enjoy lectures and special exhibits 
of nature interest. 

Anyone is welcome to attend any part 
of these special events. A trip to this gar- 
den paradise might be a worthwhile special 
event for your club. If you are interested 
in touring these gardens, write me for 
additional information or write directly to: 
Lake Mohonk Mountain House, Mohonk 
Lake, New York. 

The Saturday Leaning Post, publication 
of the Men’s Garden Club of Montgomery 
County, Bethesda, Maryland, suggests: 
“Members frequently run across bulletins, 
books, or special gardening articles which 
would be of interest to a majority of our 
members. Why not bring these things to 
our meetings, let us appraise their value 
and thereby give ideas to other members?” 

And it also gives this timely tip: “In- 
clude some snowdrops in your bulb order. 
Plant them near your front door so that 
visitors in February can gleefully announce, 
“You’ve got flowers in bloom!” 


Daffodil Society 

The Washington, D. C., Daffodil Society 
plans an informal exchange of bulbs at 
their fall meeting—hoping, of course, that 
all members reserve some extra special 
bulbs for this exchange. 

At the annual meeting of this Society 
the award of the Lancaster Trophy, for 
the most suitable and effective use of 
daffodils in the over-all design of the gar- 
den, went to Mrs. Gordon Young. The 
Lee Trophy, for cultural perfection and 
condition of a daffodil planting in the 
garden, was awarded to Mr. Willard A. 
King. 


National Awards 
Mrs. Gretchen Harshbarger, garden edi- 
tor of Household magazine, won the ASTA 
yearly award, presented by the American 
Seed Trade Association to the nation’s top 
garden writer. 


Fund-Raising Idea 


If your club wants to raise additional 
funds you have a ready-made opportun- 
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ity—and it’s just off the press: The Flower 
Arrangement Calendar, 1959, by Helen 
Van Pelt Wilson; illustrated, M. Barrows 
Co., New York, $1.25. Your club can 
purchase these at a discount and sell them 
to club members for the actual retail price. 
The profit can go to your treasury or to 
any other special fund. This beautifully 
illustrated calendar-like book makes an 
ideal gift. 


Program Ideas 
A color film, The Miracle of the Bulb 
is available to garden groups. This film, 
produced for the Associated Bulb Growers 
of Holland by John Nash Ott, can be 
obtained from: Films of the Nations, 62 
West 45th Street, New York 36, New York. 







ON THE CALENDAR 


October 2-4; Ohio State Growers Associa- 
tion annual convention, Hotel Commodore 
Perry, Toledo, Ohio. 

October 3, 4; Ohio State African Violet 
Society annual meeting, Toledo, Ohio. 

October 4, 5; Georgia Dahlia Society 
show, Southeastern Fair, Atlanta, Georgia. 

October 4, 5; Mid-Atlantic Dahlia Confer- 
ence, Suburban Dahlia Society, host, Pikes- 
ville, Maryland. 

October 4, 5; Colonial Rose Society meet- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

October 7; Flower Grower's Association, 
Amherst, Massachusetts. 

October 12-14; Missouri State Florists’ Con- 
vention, Hannibal, Missouri. 

October 15; Ohio Association of Garden 
Clubs Tour, “Chrysanthemum Time,” King- 
wood Center, Mansfield, Ohio. 

Oct. 15; Gardenia Club of Corpus Christi, 
Texas, annual show, 3 to 5:30 p.m., Oak Park 
Methodist Church, Corpus Christi, Texas; 
theme, “Injun Summer.” 

October 16-19; Texas Rose Festival, Tyler, 
Texas. 

October 17-19; Parma African Violet show, 
Garfield Floral Company, Independence, 
Ohio. 

October 18; Eighth Annual Flower Show 
of the Salvia Unit, Garden Flower Clubs of 
Oklahoma City, Will Rogers Greenhouse, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

October 18; Oakley, Kansas, Garden and 
Hobby Club flower show. 

October 18, 19; Third annual Chrysanthe- 
mum Show, sponsored by the Hickman 
County Chrysanthemum Society, Centerville, 
Tennessee. 

October 18, 19; Annual chrysanthemum 
show, Town and Country Garden Club of 
Holly Springs, Mississippi, theme, “Shades 
and Shapes for ‘58. More than 150 vari- 
eties of chrysanthemums will be exhibited. 

October 23-25; Thirteenth annual meeting 
of the American Horticultural Council, Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia. 

October 23-25; Kansas Associated Garden 
Clubs annual convention, Liberal, Kansas. 

October 26-27; Northeastern Florists’ As- 
sociation annual meeting, Horticulture Hall, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

October 30; New Jersey Plant and Flower 
Growers Association Meeting, New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey. 

October 31-November 2; National Chry- 
santhemum Show, Portland, Oregon. 

































































































LET US KNOW IF YOU'RE MOVING 


@ Give us 6 to 8 weeks advance notice 
@ State both your old and new address 
@ Address your notice to: 

Circulation Department 

FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 

Mid-America Building 

Kansas City 11, Mo. 





“s**100 AFRICAN VIOLETS 


* EASY % FASCINATING $ 10 
% INEXPENSIVE * FUN + 
Complete assortment only wat 
GREATEST AFRICAN VIOLET OFFER WE'VE 
EVER MADE! GET as many as 100 NEW HYBRID 
AFRICAN VIOLETS (including rare doubles) in 
this fine seed assortment — different shades, shapes, leaf 
forms. NO TWO ALIKE! Grow finest violets in your home. 
125 finest seeds lus complete, simple instructions and 
Violet Care Bulletin with every assortment . . . all only 
$1.00. Or, if you wish, send $1.50 for our complete kit, 
including 125 seeds, propagating box, special growing mix- 
ture, soil conditioner, instructions. etc. 

Now. Safe Arrival Guaranteed. 


We Pay Pos e. Order 
MAHR COMPANY, Dept. F, Box S85, Des Moines, lowa 



















Fairyland Lilies 


LUTTE. 
AT NORTH AMERICAN 


LILY SOCIETY SHOW 
TORONTO, CANADA, July 18 & 19, 1958 





FIRST on PINK TRUMPETS, YELLOW TRUMPETS, 
AURELIAN HYBRIDS, MANY on NEW HYBRIDS OF 
SPECIOSUM + AURATUM + RUBELLUM + JAPON- 
ICUM, 16 RIBBONS IN ALL. HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
RIBBONS IN SHOW ONLY 17, 22 RIBBONS at 
PUGET SOUND LILY SOCIETY SHOW in SEATTLE, 
WASH. JULY 7, 8, 9, 1958. HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
RIBBONS IN SHOW. 





or TT , Aza Lil tes 


HARDY, DISEASE RESISTANT, FULL SUN OR 
SEMI-SHADE 





15 JUMBO Bulbs 9” up circ. $25.00 value 
ONLY $15.00. 7 JUMBO Bulbs $9.00 Postpaid 


Including our selection of PINK TRUMPET, 
YELLOW TRUMPET, WHITE TRUMPET, WHITE 
HENRY! HYBRIDS, HENRY!, APRICOT GOLD, 
SPECIOSUM RUBRUM, 











SUNSET LILIES—Pardalinum Giganteum Reflexed red and 
yellow early flwrg. © 12 bulbs $2.50. (See Sept. ad) 








SPECIAL HARDY LILY COLLECTION (Small to Medium 
Bulbs) 0 5 bulbs $2.00 2 12 bulbs $4.50 (See Sept. ad) 





NERINES — PLANT NOW FOR OCTOBER PINK BLOOMS 
O 2 bulbs $1.00 0 12 bulbs $5.00 (See Sept. ad) 






STAR OF BETHLEHEM—Ornithogalum Chincherichee. Long 
Lasting White Cut Flowers, Large flwrg size 0 4 bulbs 
$1.00 © 12 bulbs $2.50 





FREE LILY BULB COLOR CATALOG & SEED 
LIST. FREE BULB WITH EACH ORDER 











Please send the bulbs checked above postpaid. Include 
FREE BULB and your 1958 COLOR CATALOG. My 





check or money Order fOr $...........c-cceeeeseees is enclosed. 
























Arrangement 


and FLORISTRY 
Easily and Quickly 


AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE-—please your friends and family 
= rofessional corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
and club will welcome your assistance in 
—— impressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bons. Many earn good money while learning 
FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money- ing 
opportunities. Study and eam your diploma at home. 


Write Teday for FREE Book, ““Opportunities in Floristry” 


NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE | 


Studio 0-108 11826 San Vicente Bivd., Los Angeles 49, Calit 


COMPOST 
FERTILIZER 


Make a Ton For Only 43¢ 
Quickly, Easily from Waste Materials 


Fertivo is Nature’s own concentrate of dynamic organ- 
isms. Makes pleasant-aroma compost-humus from leaves, 
grass, table-scraps, manures, hay, chaff, cobs, straw— 
even sawdust and soot—in 3 to 8 weeks, any month of 
year, by heap, sheet, row or cabinet methods. Easiest, 
quickest, lowest cost. 

Send only $1.29 for enough to activate up to THREE 

tons, plus full details and instructions. Two pkgs., $1.98, 
Or, for the exciting new, easy “composting under cover,’ 
a pkg. Fertivo and 8x12 black plastic compost cover (reg. 
$2.49 alone) both for only $2.49. (Limited time offer.) 
Results guaranteed or money back. ORDER BY MAIL 
TODAY. We pay pstg. FERTIVO COMPOST-MAKER, 
Box 81, Terre Haute 12P, Indiana, 


* Easy to follow method 
© Garden design, horticulture, 
drafting, mapping, field work 
e 45 illustrated lessons 
* FREE business cards, monthly 
yo letter, consultation service 
a= * Graduates in demand 
e 42nd year 
ak by Nat'l Home Study Council (Charter Member) 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 9108 4040 - 42nd Street Des Moines 10, lowa 


Learn Landscape Design at Home 


JARDIN INTERNATIONALE 


International Charm and Beauty in your 
own back yard. 

This year plant your garden with seeds 
and bulbs from around the world. Florilla 
offers you a complete assortment of exhi- 
bition seeds, bulbs and plants from the 
four corners of the earth. We feature only 
the finest imported stock. 

To make new friends we offer: 
Dahlia (décoratifs) France 
Orchid (cymbidium) India 
Amaryllis (hippeastrum) Holland... 
Tree Peony (red kind) Japan 


FLORILLA cht 
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THE FORUM 


your questions answered by R. W. Langhans 


Our white dogwood which was planted 
four years ago, bloomed for the first 
time this spring. It is toward the back 


| of our lot, and we'd like to have it 


closer to the house. When would be 
the best time to move it, and how 
should we go about it? Mrs. F. H., 
Pennsylvania. 


It is possible to move your dogwood 
tree this fall. However, the dogwood is a 
rather difficult plant to transplant and to 
insure that you will be doing the best job, 
first prepare the tree for the move. Next 
spring take a spade or shovel with a 14- 
or 16-inch blade and cut a circle around 
the base of the trunk about three feet out. 
This is called root pruning and the com- 
mercial nurseryman does a similar opera- 
tion with all of his material before trans- 
planting. About August, 
along the same line. 


I would recut 
The roots will now 
be concentrated in the ball of soil inside 
the circle. The plant can be dug up dur- 
ing October. The ball should lift easily 
because of the concentration of roots which 
will hold the soil intact. Place the tree 
in a hole about the same size as the ball 
and be sure not to plant the tree deeper 
than it originally was. Water well and 
next spring the tree should grow as if it 
hadn’t been moved. 


My peach tree has small balls of 
dried sap over many of the branches. 
Is this a bad indication? Mrs. T. C., 
Pennsylvania. 

The small balls of dried sap that you 
see on the branches of your peach tree are 
not harmful in themselves; however, they 
do indicate that you should look closely 
to see if you can find the cause. Whenever 
the bark of a peach tree is injured, the 
plant pushes out this gum-like material. 
This symptom may be due to various types 
of insects, the peach borer, brown rot, a 
fungus, or it may actually be due to some 
mechanical damage. 


Moles tunnel through our bulb beds 
in the fall and winter. 
get rid of these pests? 
Pennsylvania. 

Moles cause a great deal of trouble in 
many bulb beds and they are difficult to 
control. Try the various mole traps that 
are on the market and also some of the 
mole baits. All will help to reduce the 
population. If you have a very valuable 
planting of bulbs, I would go so far as to 
suggest that you plant these bulbs in 
wire baskets. 


How can we 
Mrs. C. S., 


I am growing a miniature rose in- 
doors. How can I keep the leaves from 
becoming chlorotic and dropping off? 
Mrs. M. J. H., New York. 

The miniature rose (Rose Rouletti) is a 
very difficult plant to grow. We even have 
trouble with it in the greenhouse during 
the winter months. The problem is lack 
of light. My only suggestion is that you 
place your plant in your brightest window, 
and outdoors during the warmer parts of 
the year. 


Why are my mums opening lop-sided 
blooms, with petals on just one side of 
the flowers? Mrs. H. K., Massachusetts. 

I suspect that the injury is due to an 
insect, the tarnished plant bug. This is a 
small insect, about a fifth of an inch long 
and can be recognized by its bronze re- 
flection, its oblong shaped body and tri- 
angular head. This insect produces a toxic 
substance as it feeds, which appears to 
stop further development of plant mate- 
rial. What has happened in your case is 
that the plant bug has gotten on one side 
of your chrysanthemum bud and has pre- 
vented the flower from opening. You 
should get satisfactory control with either 
sprays or dusts of malathion and parathion. 
Unless the infestation is very thick, an 
application every two weeks during the 
growing season should prevent any more 
injuries. 


Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 
Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 
in this column. No questions can be acknowledged or answered except in this column. 
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Please tell me how to take care of a 
wood rose plant Mrs. 
A. S., Maine. 

The wood rose plant, [pomoea tuberosa, 
is a member of the morning glory 
family of which the sweet potato is 
also a member. The vine itself is easy to 
Any good potting soil and normal 
watering and light should suffice to grow 
a successful vine. However, we have had 
a great deal of difficulty producing the 
fruit on this plant. The plant will flower 
freely; however, even after artificial polli- 
nation the fruits wither before they are 
completely formed. The reason could be 
improper temperatures or improper day 
length. 


from Hawaii. 


grow. 


Our bittersweet vine grows rampantly, 
but never produces a berry. Why? IL. N., 
Connecticut. 

Your bittersweet vine, Celastrus scandens, 
is sterile and will never produce berries. 
This is not uncommon with this species. 
You may either keep the plant for its 
overall beauty, or replace it with a proven 
vine if you desire to have berries. 


Would coffee grounds and the gravel 
and cleanings from a bird cage be 
valuable in garden soil? J. C., New York. 

Because of the appearance and odor, I 
would not suggest that you spread this 
mixture around your garden. However, 
if you have a compost pile, it would do 
no harm to place this mixture in the pile. 

I am growing tuberous begonias for 
the first time. Please tell me how to 
care for them through the winter, and 
how to start again for the next season. 
H. S. C., West Virginia. 

I will assume that you have grown your 
tuberous begonias in pots and that they 
have been plunged in soil outdoors during 
the summer. As soon as there is danger 
of frost, bring the pots into the house and 
gradually allow the soil to dry. At the 
same time the top of the plant will also 
begin to die and dry out. When the soil 
and the plant are dry, remove the top of 
the plant. 

We have been successful in storing the 
tubers by allowing them to stay in place 
in the pot. With this method the roots 
do not get disturbed and the tubers are 
actually less prone to be attacked by disease 
which normally enters the tuber through 
a break in the surface. However, if you 
do not have enough storage space for a 
great many pots of tubers, then you can 
store the tubers by carefully removing them 
from the soil and placing them in a plastic 
bag which contains slightly damp peat 
moss. Whichever method you use, the 
next step is to place the tubers at a temper- 
ature of about 50 degrees. If the tempera- 
ture is higher, sprouting may be trouble- 
some. If the temperature is much lower 
than 50 degrees, the bulbs may be injured 
by chilling. By using the proper tempera- 
ture the tubers should remain completely 
dormant until the following spring. 


October, 1958 E 


I would like to know if there are 
two kinds of bird-of-paradise? There 
is a tree that grows in South Carolina 
called by this name. It grows about 20 
feet tall. I would like to know if it 
would live here. Mrs. E. I. L., District 
of Columbia. 

There are two plants which have the 
common name of bird-of-paradise. The 
most common and the one that you see 
in the florist shops is Strelitzia reginae. 
The other one is a tree that grows in 
South Carolina and the lower part of 
Georgia and Florida and is the Poinciana 
Gilliesii which you are interested in. I am 
afraid it would not grow successfully in 
Washington, D. C., unless you could bring 
the plant indoors during cold periods of 
the year. 


I planted a French lilac bush about 
four years ago. The first year it had 
two or three blooms. None since. Could 
you tell me what is wrong? M. A. T., 
Pennsylvania. 

If the plant appears to be growing well, 
that is, if you are fertilizing it at least 
once a year and the plant is not being 
shaded too heavily by other trees, then it 
should bloom. The next step is to check 
your method of pruning. Like so many 
of our flowering shrubs, pruning is one 
of the most important operations. Prun- 
ing is important because it determines not 
only the shape of the plant, but also the 
proper flowering. Lilac flowers are initiated 
as soon as the plant is through blooming 
in the spring. Therefore, all pruning 
should be done during or immediately 
after flowering. The flowers are produced 
only on the new growth so that you should 
cut off only old wood. Picking the flowers 
with stems that are not too long is an 
excellent way of pruning. 


I have a yellow rose climber several 
years old that winter kills badly every 
year. It comes up from the ground but 
does not bloom. Last winter caused 
very little winter kill, and I'd like to 
know how to protect the rose. Mrs. S. 
H., Maine. 

If we could be guaranteed to have as 
much snow as last winter, your climber 
would not exhibit much winter kill. How- 
ever, many winters give us very little or 
no snow cover. The most successful 
method I know to protect your climber 
is to remove the vine from the trellis or 
fence, or where it is growing and lay it 
on the ground. This should be done in 
late October or early November, after you 
are sure there will be no more warm 
weather. The vines should then be cov- 
ered with at least six inches of soil or peat 
moss. This will protect the vines from 
any severe cold weather. In the spring, 
April or early May, as soon as the frost 
is gone from the soil, the covering should 
be removed and the vines placed back on 
their growing structure. It also would be 
an excellent time to prune the vines. 


ELUE 
Tite: 


6 Colorado Blue Spruce 4 
transplanted, 4 to 6 in. 
only $1.00 postpaid; 15 only $2.00 postpaid! 
Another Bargain: 20 Evergreens, al! trans- 
planted 4 to 10 in. tall. Five each: White 
Spruce, Douglas Fir, Engiemann Biue Spruce, 
Norway Spruce, all 20 for only $3 postpaid. 
(West of Miss. River add 25c). FREE ilius- 
trated FOLDER of smal! evergreen trees. ALL 
TREES GUARANTEED TO LiVE. 


WESTERN MAINE FOREST NURSERY CO. 
Dept. FG-108 


year 
talil— 


Fryeburg, Maine + 





This is the 
MORAINE® LOCUST 


Distinctively beautiful 
... graceful and stately 


Guaranteed thornless 
... free of seed pods 


| Here at last is a beautiful shade tree that’s 


fast growing, long lived and without untidy 
habits. The Moraine Locust does not have 
unsightly thorns or messy seed pods! Its 
small delicate leaves dry and crumple quickly 
when they fall, sifting into the grass .. . elim- 
inates raking leaves and cleaning drains of 
heavy leaves. Your lawn beneath the tree 
grows luxuriously for the lacy shade permits 
just enough light to filter through. The 
Moraine Locust is resistant to disease and 
insects... grows to twenty-five foot height 
in just seven years. 


Contact your local Nursery or Garden 
Store for further information 





look for this tag. It identifies 
the genuine MORAINE® Locust 


MOT Tae Colby 


The aristocrat of shade trees 


eeu Cane 
vue 


‘The Siebenthaler Company 
Catalpa Drive and Siebenthaler Avenue 
DAYTON 5, OHIO 





FLOWER 


#6 ARRANGEMENT 
—ZOF THE MONTH 


1. Corn tassels 

2. Leucothoe branches 
3. Teasel 

4. Bittersweet 

5. Love apples 


Autumn Gleam 


by Mrs. Louis H. Amer 


THE BRISK AUTUMN SEASON presents new materials and opportunities 
for the flower arranger who takes advantage of nature’s supply as it is presented. 

Both garden and field furnish beautiful and challenging material. Some 
of the hardier flowers and pods dry where they grow, while others may be 
cut at maturity and dried indoors. Leaves of the beech, witch-hazel, pear, 
magnolia, and most of the broad-leafed evergreens respond nicely when 
treated with glycerin and water. For this use one part glycerin to two parts 
water; leave the leaves in this until they are soft and pliable to the touch. 

Often greater distinction can be achieved in an arrangement with dried 
material than in one using fresh flowers. This crisp material gives the arranger 
more time and greater freedom to practice—and more important, the arrange- 
ments last indefinitely. 

Here is an all dry arrangement, combining garden and field material. The 
fascinating textures and colors of corn tops, teasel pods, leucothoe branches, 
bittersweet berries and love apples give the appearance of fresh material. The 
light color of the corn tops and teasels are the result of soaking them in a 
solution of one-half household bleach and one-half water. This takes about 
three hours. 

The large brown modern bowl is sturdy, smart and furnishes a nice balance 
for the rugged material and accessory. The ceramic hen repeats the colors 
of the material, and contributes to the spirit of the design. # 
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TIMETABLE FOR TULIPS 


compiled by Betty Spaar 


This chart will give tulip fanciers a guide for three 
month bloom—March through May. The rarer species 
tulips are gaining popularity, and are especially useful 
for rock gardens and other garden nooks. In some sec- 
tions of the country they bloom as soon as the last snow 


is over—in mid-March into April. This is not an attempt 
to give all the good varieties under each classification. 
Some of the better known and personally observed tulip 
varieties are given merely as a guide to use when select- 
ing. Many equally good varieties are not listed. 


MARCH 


T. Kavfmanniana varieties 

Stresa—golden yellow with orange red 
band on outer petals 

The First—cream yellow to white 


Very early 


T. Fosteriana varieties 

Red Emperor—one of the reddest and 
most popular of all tulips 

Peacock Tulips 


Late March Other tulip species 
and on T. Clusiana—The Lady Tulip, cherry red 
with inner petals and edges white 
T. dasystemon—small yellow and white, 
clustered 
T. biflora—very small, cream colored 
and purple 
T. saxatilis—lilac with yellow center 
T. praestans—orange-scarlet 


APRIL 


Single Early Tulips 

General de Wet—orange, scented 

Pink Beauty—rose with white through the 
outer petals 

Sunburst—bright yellow, striped with 
feathered red 

Early Double 

Madame Testout—pink with gold base 

Fire Dome—scarlet 


Late April Mendel 
Her Grace—white, edged in wide pink 
Orange Wonder—orange-red 


Triumph 
Elmus—cherry-red, edged in white 
White Superior—white 


MAY 


Early to Darwins 
mid-May Aristocrat—purplish violet rose with 
lighter edge 

City of Haarlem—red with blue base 
Glacier—white 
Golden Age—deep yellow 
Niphetos—soft lemon yellow 
Reliance—lilac blue 
The Bishop—deep violet 
Guido Gazelle—red raspberry 
Cum Laude—blue violet 
Insurpassable—large, lilac 


Kathryn Truxton—smoky rose and peach 
Queen of Bartigon—salmon pink with 


yellow stamens 
Darwin Hybrids 
Holland’s Glorie—scarlet 
Breeders 
Don Eugo—coppery brown 
Southern Cross—lemon yellow 
shaded bronze 


Manitou—carmine-red, edged in orange 


Cottage 

Advance—orange-scarlet 

Good Gracious—brilliant salmon-pink 
General de la Rey—pink 

Dreaming Maid—deep lilac mauve 
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Mid-May 


Reknown—carmine 

Lily-flowering 

China Pink—pink with white base 

Mariette—salmon-pink 

Queen of Sheba—deep scarlet-brown, 
margined yellow 

White Triumphator—white 

Sidonie—maroon 

“Broken” Tulips (Rembrandts) 

Parrots 

Texas Gold—the best of the 
yellow parrots 

Black Parrot—purple black 

Orange Parrot—mahogany orange with 
faint old-gold markings 

Blue Parrot—blue-heliotrope, flushed 
steel blue 

Doorman—cherry red 

Viridiflora (green touches 

in the coloring) 

Artist—bicolor with green shadings 

Double Late (Peony Flowered) 

Eros—old rose 

Mount Tacoma—white 

Nizza—scarlet with wide stripes of 
pale yellow 

Hermione—lilac-pink on a white base 
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A shrub from the South 
for pot culture... 


STOW 


Bougainvillea 


by Florence Knock 


IT MAY SEEM unusual for a gardener 
to become interested in growing 
bougainvillea in Minnesota, but just 
that has happened. After growing 
several varieties of the passion flowers 
(passiflora) with pleasing results, I 
wanted to test bougainvillea under 
similar culture. 


In one of the more comprehensive 
catalogs I noticed the bougainvillea 
variety ‘Barbara Karst’ listed, and it 
was recommended for pot and window 
culture. The catalog stated that the 
bougainvillea could be pruned to con- 
form to pot culture without elimi- 
nating its free blooming habit. This 
plant was ordered and it arrived in 
fresh, ready-to-grow condition. Being 
of firm growth, it handles well. It was 
about 12 inches tall and was potted 
in a four-inch pot, for its first home. 
It bloomed the following spring when 
only 18 inches tall, so I ordered dor- 
mant, six-inch cuttings of other colors 
from Florida, and rooted them in 
water. This method proved to be to 
their liking. 
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Northern gardeners visiting in the deep South need no longer cry that they cannot grow 
the flamboyant bougainvillea—they make wonderful pot plants! 


Bougainvillea belongs to the Nycta- 
ginaceae family (like the garden four- 
o'clock), and it was named for the 
French navigator De Bougainville. Its 
natural habitat is South America 
where it grows as a shrub and climber. 
These woody plants are strong grow- 
ing climbers that rise by the help of 
stout, hooked spines. Some _ varieties 
have more spines than others, and they 
are about %-inch long. Spines are 
not numerous enough to be objection- 
able. In fact, I did not realize that 
they had spines until I had grown 
them for many months. 

These plants are grown for their 
decorative and showy, bright-colored 
bracts, which are produced freely in 
long, plumy clusters on all the main 
vine growth. The bracts come in vari- 
ous shades of red or purple, depending 
on the variety. The highly colored, 
tissue paper-like bracts that enclose 
the inconspicuous flowers are about 
one and a half inches long. 

Owners of home greenhouses should 
not miss the opportunity of capital- 
izing on this vine for trailing up a 


corner of the greenhouse to give late 
winter and spring color. 


Cultural Requirements 


Their cultural requirements are 
simple and easy. Almost any kind of 
soil suits them, but more prolonged, 
lush growth will result from richer 
soil and abundant moisture. I use a 
mixture of good, somewhat sandy 
loam, and add a fourth part each of 
peat and leaf mold or compost. A 
soluble fertilizer is also added to the 
pot once a month as a booster. They 
appreciate a location where they re- 
ceive several hours of sunshine each 
day. Because of the sturdy vine, my 
pots are placed on a table about 12 
inches from the window glass, and 
their usual place is near an east win- 
dow which seems completely §satis- 
factory to bring blooms. My glassed-in, 
heated porch has many windows on 
the north, east and south, and light 
is abundant. Sunshine reaches them 
from the south. 

During our summer, the pots are 
placed outdoors where they are 
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sheltered and shaded from the hottest 
sun, and where they enjoy the rain, 


dew and cool nights. They are watered ‘a aN | Er pee 


with the garden hose. The pots are 


and eight-inch pots. Some varieties r i a SPECIAL for You to Try 


: 5S PACKETS- 5 BEST COLORS 
bloom when 12 to 18 inches tall, and, Choicest colors—scarlet, rose, salmon, blue, white. 
although blooms may appear at inter- $ All exquisitely waved and frilled, the world’s finest 
vals throughout the year, my best : rc Sweet Peas! Fall sowing produces deeper roots and 
blooming season has been during the ie , stronger vines—avoids the risk of planting delays next 

, : : ° : ; spring due to bad weather. You’ll have earlier, larger 
spring, when it has continued for flowers, on longer stems—and a longer season of bloom! 
many weeks. 


We'll mail postpaid with easy directions all 5 Packets of 
Seeds, 1 of each color, grown on Burpee’s own Floradale 
Farms—$1.25 value for only 25c! Send 25¢ TODAY, at our risk. 


W. Atlee Bur ee Co. 255 Burpee Building 


Clinton, lowa or Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Riverside, California 


‘Sy GIANT 
not allowed to dry out. So far, my \ a e, Ga, 
bougainvilleas are growing in seven- ce weet ©@ = 25° 


Propagation is by seed, if available, 
and by cuttings that will root in a few Burpee Seed 
weeks. Cuttings may be taken from Catalog FREE 
half mature or old wood. Six to 12 
inch lengths are best, and they should 
be rooted in the spring. Young shoots 
with foliage on will also root well. I 
root these young shoots from my own 
plants. The usual medium of sandy 
soil, sand, vermiculite, or other mois- 
ture holding material is recommended. 
I have rooted all my cuttings in water, 
dipping the cut end in a hormone to 
hasten the rooting, and setting the Sensliinn 
cutting in a bottle of water, placed Sebveakebie 


in an east window. Bordet Tree Guard Plant Support Mulch Holder No stains or blisters on hands 


TI il d A I Handles coated with new 
he ~well-rooted Cuttings may DE | wyLcH and PROTECT! Ideal tree guard with space for holding mulch.  toush white plastic. One-piece 
erown on in open soil outdoors all sum- All-purpose, all-season gardener'’s helper. All work and no pay. Just cast aluminum. Guaranteed 
5 . ; push into ground. Reset for other garden duties in a jiffy. Change use unbreakable. 1 each: Trowel 
mer, and potted up in early fall, but with season. Makes trimming grass around plants easy. Strong wire mesh ces sorar aes 
, ; 12" high with 19°° stakes. Forms 12'' circle. No. 441—White. Roll of 4 $3.50. with plain handles 
if pot-grown all summer they will | sections $2.29. Postpaid. 6 rolls $12.00. $2.50. 


give earlier spring bloom. The trans- Write for FREE GARDEN GIFT Catalog HOME N YARD CREATIONS Dept. FG-98, Addison, Illinois 
planting sets them back for a short 
time. The pots may be plunged into the 


DARWIN 
: ; 59 ta lg 
soil to conserve moisture, and to keep 10 0 TULIPS $ Post 
the pots cooler, during the hot sum- wn Us. ee ggeeaprigpa scion ayy 
] - ; : 5. : , oe Guaranteed te bloom next Spring f i write for our itilustrated 
mer. The usual soil mixture is satis- | These are not the usual so-called “Bargain” bulb- Edict een statin 
. lets. Each bulb about 4 inches around—the size . ° 

factorv for these plants, and they even | of a 50c piece. A choice mixture of all the popu- 

/ . lar colors. Order now! For other bargains in 
stand drouth well and so can be kept fruits, shrubs, trees, evergreens write for our 


= foe» shaw wind ter. with FREE fall catalog. , 
dormant for a short period Dy with- Ackerman Nurseries, 555 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. BOX 5076G PORTLAND 13, OREGON 
holding moisture. They are not hardy, 


and must be taken indoors before frost. 


Super Smooth 


I have found that the young plants 
: ae 6 ; More More Gardeners Are Learning Every Day That 
do not suffer from being transplanted lore and More Gardeners Are Learning Every Day 


from open soil to pots. However, for it {RE . Lilies OIh Pies More tery Garden Value. 

older plants, since they do not resent 

being severely pruned, it is best to keep IT’S TIME TO PLANT LILIES NOW 
them well pruned and in pots the year See our EXTRA SPECIAL lily offers in full page color advertisements 
around. They can be kept in pot plant in September Flower Grower, page 59—September Flower & Garden, 
form and size for several vears, and page 55 — September Horticulture, page 451 —also in August Popular 
since propagation by cuttings is so Gardening, page 33. All special offers still good. Don’t overlook NEW 


easy, new plants can be started as GARDEN PLAN BOOK on, hm ag 
wanted from the favorite colors. Some Been voor oness seen 


varieties bloom much younger than THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


a bo 3 a 48 pages profusely illustrated in color, over 200 fascinating 
others and I have found that pruning var ties be lilies man new for “36, aiso 12 kinds of Hardy 
astens yclamen and specia y - Truly, it’s a cultural hand- 
hastens bloom. book, invaluable to every real gardener. To obtain the 


nn. ® : - 5 catalog ONLY, please be sure to send 25¢ coin or stamps. 
This plant with its brightly colored 


bracts is so different from the usual ° EM Mi 
house plant that it is truly a worth- OMe 6 WE —£LML¢éS 


while acquisition, and adds much in- BOX G * CANBY, OREGON Lily Specialists Since 1927 
terest to any window garden. ¢ 
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ORCHiv with BUDS 
“eS SCCATTLEYA 


Large hybrid lavender 
$BI5S  postpaia v.s.a. 





All plants potted — free instructions 


PALISOTA BARTERI 


Gorgeous, red-berried tropical house plant, 
leaves—apple green satin with silky hairs. 
Flowers in spring and the fruit lasts for 
months. 18” tall at maturity. Color photo on 
catalog below. 


$398 postpaia v.s.a. 


| Sensational new color catalog, orchids and 1 
tropical foliage plants, 80 pages, 25c | 
ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., Ine. 
P.0. Box 537FGO Boynton Beach, Florida 





50 YARDS LACE 


We're closing out our Lace supply. Come in 

enchanting patterns and designs. Vals, edges, ¢ 
insertions, etc. in beautiful colors and full 

widths. For women’s, girls’ and baby dresses, FRE E 
pillow slips, decorative —. on aa 

articles, etc. Pieces up to yar n 

length! NO small pieces! 200 Buttons 
FREE! 200 BUTTONS! Beautiful, expensive quality. All 
kinds, all sizes and colors. ALL NEW. No culls. For every- 
day use — also some for collectors! Includes many complete 
sets of 6 to 12 matching buttons! You get the 200 Buttons 
FREE of charge when you order the Lace—none without 
Lace. But order TODAY as supplies are limited to Two sets 


per customer. Money-back guarantee. 
BUTTONS & LACES, Dept. 939, Box 881, St. Louls, Mo. 





African Violets 


FALL SPECIALS 


TINARI RIBBON WINNERS OF 1958 
Helen Van Pelt Wilson, Pink Geneva, Red Glow, 
Star Gazer, Pink Puff (select), Blue Tango, White 
Tango, Monaco Pink, Geneva Wonder, Clarissa 
Harris, Fringed Pom Pom (dbl), Pink Fog, Pink 
Petticoats. $1.25 each — 4 for $4.50 


NEW AND DISTINCTIVE VARIETIES AT $1.00 Each. 
Special! Four for $3.75—Six for $5.50—Ten for $9.25 


Cydonia, Dixie Moonbeam, St. Louis, Strike Me Pink, 
Pink Bi-Color, America, Angel Lace, Bernice, Blue 
Peak. Bridesmaid. Camellia, Christina, Double In- 
spiration, Double Wine, Velvet Girl, Evelyn Johnson, 
Geneva Beauty, Holiday, Icicle, Meg, Pink Neptune, 
Pink Miracle, Pink Cushion, Purple Knight, Royal 
Blue Trailer, Santa Maria, Sky Trailer, Spanish Lace, 
Sugar Babe, Navy Blue, June Bride, Trudy, Tonka 
Delight, White Pride. Wine Velvet “THE STARS” 
Star Pink. Star Blue, Mark Robert (White star blue 
center), Invader (semi-double pink star). 


BEGINNER SPECIALS 75¢ Each Four for $2.75 


Black Fringe. Painted Girl, Pink Shocking, Red 
King, Snow Prince, White Madonna, Wild Girl. 


All plants shipped from our greenhouses in 24” 
plastic pots. Plants 3” to 5” high, well established 
in bud or bloom, state and federal certified. 


Due to high postal rates, we are forced to charge 
postage on plant orders as follows: Orders $3.75 or 
under, add 45c. Orders over $3.75 please add 65c. 
West of Mississippi, 85c. 


FOR YOUR FALL POTTING NEEDS! 
14” Mottled plastic pots, $3.50 per 100, P. Pd. 


2 
3” Mottled standard plastic pots or squatty tubs, $4.75 per 
100 P. Pd 


4” Mottled plastic squatty pots, $12.00 per 100 P. Pd. 
3” Mottled plastic saucers, 100 for $5.00 P. Pd 
4” Mottled plastic saucers, 100 for $6.25 P. Pd. 


Sterilized certified soil 
$10.00 per 100 Ibs. 
F.O.B. Bethayres, Pa. 


Greenhouses open 
. @ daily and Sunday 
afternoon. Free 


1958 Color Catalog. 
BETHAYRES 2, PA. 
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GREENHOUSE 


by Elvin McDonald 


POTS and POTTING 


PLASTIC POTS WILL change the ap- 


pearance of many window gardens 
this winter. Decorator colored plastic 
pots are exactly right for any room. In 
fact, I suspect that some people may 
find the pots irresistible even if they 
are not indoor gardeners! Light- 
weight, a dozen five-inch plastic pots 
can be carried with carefree ease in 
one hand. With little effort they can 
be washed and scrubbed clean at re- 
potting time. 

Plastic pots are not porous, but they 
have drainage holes. If a humusy soil 
is used, with some drainage material 
in the bottom of the pot, overwatering 
should be no problem at all. Plastic 
pots come in all sizes, and generally 
at clay pot prices. Have you ever seen 
a 1%-inch pot? They're perfect to 
start individual seeds in, small cut- 
tings, or to transplant tiny seedlings 
into, like gloxinias, African violets and 
begonias. These thumb-size _ plastic 
pots retail for 15c a dozen. Plastic pots 

























may be square, round, squatty, tall, or 
flared at the corners. 
Clay Pots 

Many growers still prefer clay pots. 
Their weight is sometimes useful. 
Plants that grow large or top-heavy 
need an anchor. Before using a clay 
pot, always soak it in water for a few 
hours. If the clay is not first moistened, 
it will take all the moisture from the 
newly set plant. After the pots are 
thoroughly wet, let them dry and drain 
for about an hour before potting. 

Before using old clay pots, put them 
in a bucket and pour boiling water 
over them. Add a half cup bleach to 
this and let stand for a few hours. 
After this soaking. it is easv to wash 
off the pots until they will look like 
new. 

It is possible to grow plants in pots 
that have no drainage holes. The best 
practice is actually to grow the plant 
in another smaller pot with a drainage 
hole. Slip this inside the container that 


These lilies-of-the-valley 
were forced indoors 

from specially prepared 
“pips” available in 

the fall. 









Flower & Garden Magazine 


has no drainage provision. If you grow 
a plant directly in a waterproof pot, 
put at least an inch of broken crockery, 
pebbles or chunks of charcoal in the 
bottom. Charcoal is preferable since it 
will keep the soil sweet. Use a potting 
soil that is light and that will not pack 
down. Water carefully, and only when 
the soil actually feels dry to the touch. 
Apartment Gardening 

Gardening in a city apartment can 
be rewarding—in fact, if you are suc- 
cessful, your appreciation will surely 
exceed that of any other kind of gar- 
dener. 

City atmosphere cuts light intensity 
greatly. Sunny days here are compar- 
able to a hazy day in the country. Rex 
begonias will grow in the north light, 
but oxalis will not even open their 
blooms. Peperomias, baby’s tears 
(helxine), episcias, marantas (prayer 
plants), and Neanthe bella (small 
palm), all grow well in our north 
windows. 

Fluorescent lights for growing plants 
are usually set up in a basement and 
their actual appearance is not impor- 
tant. In a small apartment they must 
be attractive. We have solved the 
problem by attaching the tubes to the 
bottom of two bookcase shelves. The 
bookcase is 54 inches long, has three 
shelves for books, and two fluorescent- 
lighted shelves, each with two 40-watt 
tubes, for plants. The lights must have 
a white reflector. The inside of the 
two plant shelves is painted with white 
enamel. The rest of the case is painted 
with a colored enamel to carry out our 
decorating scheme. 

The shelves are 12 inches wide, and 
a one-inch deep tin tray enameled 
white protects the wood from moisture. 
Colorful plastic pots complete the 
bright color program. 


How can | force lilies-of-the-valley 
indoors? 


Buy specially prepared “pips” avail- 
able in the fall. It is difficult and dis- 
appointing to try to force those grow- 
ing in the garden. Space the roots 
one to two inches apart with the pips 
(buds) just above the surface. They 
can be potted in almost any growing 
medium, but a rich, loose soil is best. 
Water thoroughly and grow at 70 de- 
grees. Keep in a dark place for about 
ten days, then gradually expose them 
to light. If all goes well they will 
bloom in about three weeks. When the 
blooms are gone, either plant in a 
shady place in the outdoor garden, 
or discard. # 
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Gain Low Cost 


Privacy and Protection 


with Lovely 


AMUR HONEYSUCKLE SCREEN 


(Lonicera maacki podocarpa) 


Now your home grounds can be screened from 
dust, noise, traffic, objectionable views and 
trespass with this delightful living fence of 
sturdy, vigorous Amur Honeysuckle at amaz- 
ingly low cost. 

Referred to as “Thanksgiving Honeysuckle” 
because of its profusion of bright red berries 
and forest-green foliage at Thanksgiving, 
when other shrubs are sere and bare. Fragrant 
flowers in late May. 

Completely hardy and disease free. Never 
needs spraying. Thrives in sun or shade. A 


WE GUARANTEE 100% SATIS- 
FACTION WITH ALL SHIPMENTS 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


bushy plant from the ground up. Does not 
have a tendency to become “leggy.” A perfect 
nesting haven for song birds. 


Set plants 2 feet apart in a single row for 
hedge effect next summer. 


Field-grown, vigorous plants 15 to 18 inches 


SPECIAL THIS AD ONLY 


20 Ft. of Hedge (10 Plants)...................... 3.00 
50 Ft. of Hedge (25 Plants) 
100 Ft. of Hedge (50 Plants) 

Prices prepaid from this ad only 


Write for FREE Sales Catalog 


FORREST KEELING NURSERY 


DEPT. FG, R.F.D. 21 


ELSBERRY, MO. 


COMPOST FERTILIZER |FOUNDATION PLANTING ? 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste, 


game «(10 Plants: 6 Pfitzer Juniper, 
ace spreader, blue-green. For sunny 





leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 
odor) . . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 
soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Lacterial, 


|spots. 4 Japanese Yew. upright, 


OR ys 
|jcompact, 


ate deep green. Sun or 9 y] ls 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ib. compost, No. 2. jshade. All 2 and 3 times trans- - 
$1.39. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7, $2.95, Mig, economy |Planted, 10” to 16”. Strong roots. 


2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. vt —eat | Postpaid at planting time. FREE CATALOG 
BENSON-MACLEAN MUSSER PoresTs Box 73-) 9RCitnrma dg 


Bridgeton 35, Indiana 
PEACH 


appLe PREES ‘3’ 20° 


Cherries, pears, plums, nut trees. strawberries. blueberries Use this big, new FREE CATA- 


dwarf fruit trees. Grapevines 10c Shrubs. evergreens Q LOG to buy all kinds of gifts 
shade trees, roses 25c up. We offer the newest blight- and merchandise for yourself, 
resistant pear introductions. Flowering crab and cherry ae cae ae ee ce, 
Quality stock can’t be sold lower Write for FREE color B 7. time 
catalog and $2.00 FREE bonus information. Also, make money spa 


taking orders from others! 
TENNESSEE NURSERY COMPANY EVERGREEN STUDIOS 
BOX 60 CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 


Box 846 CHICAGO 42, ILL. 


Aluminum Greenhouse 


NOW! Save Up to 50% 


on Nationally Advertised Gifts 


WRITE TOOAY FOR 
Timo ls9 
PTT ete 


Whatever your favorite flowers 
— mums, geraniums, gardenias, 
African violets — enjoy them 
throughout the winter with an 
EVERLITE “garden under glass”. 


Plan Now for your 


e Maintenance free construction 
e Graceful curved glass eaves 


© Precision prefabricated — can 
be expanded anytime 

e Lean-to and free stand- 
ing models 

e Full line of EVERLITE 
accessories, including 
automatic heating, 
ventilating and 
humidifying 
Models from $187.50 


Write for prices and free literature G108 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Tne. 


14615 LORAIN AVE., 
CLEVELAND 11, OHIO 





What Does Hardiness Mean? 


PLANT HARDINESS is important to 
the busy gardener. But how can we 
state positively, or determine, whether 
a plant is hardy or not? What does 
hardiness mean? 

In its widest sense, hardiness not 
only refers to the ability of plants to 
endure low winter temperatures but 
also includes resistance to all kinds of 
unfavorable conditions and perils that 
might befall a plant, such as heat, 
drouth, too much rain, or general 
neglect. 

Nursery catalogs may state whether 
the plant in question is “hardy,” “half- 
hardy,” or “tender.” “Hardy” then 
generally refers to plants that are able 
to undergo whatever winter brings. 
“Half-hardy” plants would require 


winter mulch, or a warm protected 
spot. Some might have to be screened 
from the winter sun and wind. Even 
with special care, they might not sur- 


a severe winter. “Tender,” of 
course, would be those requiring liv- 
ing room or greenhouse conditions. 
One must always take into consid- 
eration where the nursery is located. 
A catalog coming from Oregon or 
Florida stating that a plant is hardy 


vive 


would mean hardy to that area. But 
that would not guarantee that the 
plant would prove hardy in Montana 
or Missouri. 


Hardy Annuals 


As a rule, hardy annuals can take 
the spring frosts but not continued 
low winter temperatures. We plant 
the seeds as early in the spring as the 
soil can be worked, or late enough in 
the fall that there will be no chance 
of germination until spring. Among 
these are sweet alyssum, bachelor’s 
buttons, sweet peas, and poppies. 
Hardy winter annuals are those whose 
seeds germinate with the fall rains, 
either from hand-planted or self- 
sown seeds. The plants live over win- 
ter, bloom the next season and die. 
Delphinium orientale, purple seaholly 
(Eryngium leavenworthi), and blue- 
eyed Mary (Collinsia verna) are typi- 
cal of this type. 

Certain shrubs or trees that are 
barely winter hardy to a given area 
can sometimes be aged into depend- 
able hardiness by potting the first 
year or two—sinking the pots outside 
during the growing season to give the 


This map showing approximate plant hardiness zones is based on the version commonly accepted 
by most plantsmen. Average minimum temperatures determine the boundaries of each zone. 


by Olga Tiemann 


plants a chance to grow mature hardy 
roots and bark, and bringing inside to 
cool storage during the winter. Then 
they may be set in their permanent 
places the second or third spring. 

As an extra precaution, tree trunks 
can be wrapped the first two winters 
after being planted outside. The pres- 
ent natural range of the bald cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) is given as 
extending from the southern parts of 
Delaware, Indiana and Illinois down 
to Florida, westward along the Gulf 
coast and into Texas. But we hear of 
it growing much farther north. I have 
grown two lovely specimens from 
seeds. Each spent the first winter in 
a flower pot inside. Then the little 
trees were set in their permanent 
places. They were wrapped with strips 
of tar paper the first two winters. 
Perhaps the bald cypress is hardier 
than we realize and it may not have 
been necessary to wrap the slender 
trunks but it certainly did no harm as 
they are big trees now over 20 feet tall, 
the older one some 13 years of age. 

Spiraea vanhouttei is an old, well- 
known shrub which is fully winter 
hardy no matter which exposure it is 
given—north, west, south, or east. It 
needs no protection, is not fussy about 
soils, and will exist through periods 
of drouth or too much rain. It can 
be pruned severely, or left to grow. 

On the other hand we have woody 
plants such as the vitex (chaste-tree), 
butterflybush (buddleia), and the 
purple bushclover (an ornamental 
lespedeza, commonly called desmo- 
dium) which are root hardy but not 
bud hardy. They are shrub-like dur- 
ing the growing season but in the 
colder zones, die to the ground each 
winter like herbaceous perennials. 

If a problem plant is not given the 
conditions it demands, it weakens and 
will probably not be alive when spring 
comes. But when handled in a way 
more to its liking, it may prove hardy 
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Spiraea vanhouttei is a hardy shrub, hardy not | 


only to winter cold, but also to summer drouth, 
city smoke and general neglect. 


Like a “Living Rainbow” of Purple, White, 
Yellow, Pink, Rose, Red-Bronze and Gold. 


Exotic, Color Changing 


(Beloperone guttata) 


BRINGS YOUR HOME GLOWING 
COLOR ALL WINTER LONG! 


Enjoy new, 


winter, with Stern’s 


lowing, jewel-like color on your window sill all 
fabulous and unique Mexican Shrimp plant. 


Produces an abundance of flower-like sheaths that c ange 
color as they mature... from yellow to flesh-pink to dusky 
rose and finally a rich red-bronze with glints of gold! These 
graceful spikes are tipped with white, purple-spotted flowers. 


BLOOMS INDOORS AND OUTDOORS ALMOST ALL YEAR 


Despite its exotic good looks, this easy- 

oing Mexican beauty needs little care. 
Grows up to 3” a month. . . to a cascading 
arrangement 18 inches tall. Blooms indoors 
almost constantly from September till April. 
When warm weather comes, put it outdoors 
in your garden to bloom again. Thrives 
and blooms for years! 


ORDER NOW Special Low Prices Hold 
Only While Present Limited Supply Lasts 


3 for *2.00 
6 for °3.75 


Directions for easy care enclosed. 
Send Check or Money Order. 


You must be delighted or you'll receive 10 for*6.00 
free replacement or your money back. 


All prices pestpald 
Stern's Nurseries Dept. 120, Geneva, New York 


*” GARDEN MARKER 


White Zinc Galvanized Steel 13 Syeee ast wire 


through the severest winter weather. 
Thus we can see that when a plant is 
said to be hardy, there may be limit- 
ing factors to consider. 

A helpful zone map has been cre- 
ated by using as a basis the average 
annual minimum temperatures kept 
by the U. S. Weather Bureau over a 
number of years. The coldest zone 
in the United States is Zone 2 with 
minimum temperatures of —35 de- 
grees to —50 degrees. This includes 
the extreme northeastern part of Mon- 
tana, the northern halves of North 
Dakota and Minnesota (except that 
next to the Great Lakes area) and 
high mountain regions of Colorado 
extending just into Wyoming. 

Zone 3 is a compact area for the 
most part with minimum _ tempera- 
tures of —20 degrees to —35 de- | 
grees. The largest area of Zone 4 is 
in the form of a horrible sea monster 
lying on its back, with Lake Michigan 
forming its gaping mouth. The lower 
part of its body dips into Oklahoma 
and New Mexico and its wavy tail 
lashes upward as it enters Canada 
through northwestern Montana, 
Idaho, and a corner of Washington. 
Minimum average temperatures here 
are between —10 degrees and —20 | 
degrees. In Zone 5, minimum aver- 
age temperatures are between —10 
to —5. The southern zones are nar- 
rower and continue to get progres- 
sively warmer. Zone 10, the southern 
part of Florida and a bit of coastal 
area of southwest California, is the 
warmest zone where the weather 
would be termed “very unusual” if 
temperatures dropped below 30 or 
40 degrees. 


LAST 
FOR YEARS 





Name Plates 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


A—12 inch hair pin type 

B— 7 inch plant label 

C—10°° Garden Marker 10°’ High 
D— 3° Swing label 10° High... 20 for § 1.00; 100 for § 3.00 
E—11!/, inch Rose Marker . 12 for $ 1.00; 100 for § 5.50 
F—20 inch Display double, like E 10 for $ 1.00; 100 for § 7.50 
G—21 inch Single wire 25 for $ 1.50; 100 for $ 5.75 
H— 6 inch Pot Iabel 30 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 2.50 
J] — 4 in. for African Violets 100 for $ 1.00: 1000 for $ 6.00 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. Add 
10% to all above prices if west of Miss. River. 


Everlasting Label Co., Box 693, Paw Paw, Mich. 


We prepay east of the Miss. 
river—10% additional west 


18 for $ 1.00: 100 for $ 4.00 
80 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $10.09 
1S for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 4.50 


Getting ready for Christmas? 


There‘ll be dozens of garden gift ideas 
in the November 
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AFRICAN 2% 
EP 74 


x 
— SPECIALIZE 


It’s Fascinating ... 
growing Orchids 


IN 


w 
CAN VIOLET 
AFRUXCLUSIVELY 


If you want violets that will bloom 
for you without pampering, send US 
your trial order! 


To prove to you that our 
plants arrive in fine condition, we 
will send postpaid & guaranteed, 
your choice of a plant in bloom 
and labeled—Pink, White, Light 
Blue, Dark Purple, Lavender at $1 
each (or all 5 for $4.95). 


Growing instructions free. 





The blooming of exquisite Cattleya Hy- 
brids brings a wonderful sense of achieve- 
ment. When these beautiful orchids are 
fully grown you'll be amazed and de 
lighted at the simplicity with which it 
was accomplished. 


AFRICAN VIOLET CATALOG 
FREE...Tells how to grow your 
violets so they're covered with 
bloom! Many pictured, all honestly 
described... for beginners and for 
collectors! WRITE TODAY! 


SPOUTZ “ViotA” GREENHOUSES 


VIOLET 
34303 MORAVIAN DRIVE «© FRASER, MICH. 


Cattleya Hybrids white with yellow throat, 
to bloom this winter. $12.50 ea. postpaid. 


Write for color catalog, 50c 
refunded with first purchase. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ ORCHIDS 


Dept. No. 5J 





Monroe, Michigan 





(Please turn to page 57) 
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GARDENING 
WITH SAW 
AND HAMMER 


Three Practical Shelves 


Just wHaT EvERY home needs—three types of won- 
derfully practical shelves to give you additional space. 

Make the spice shelf of any kind of %2” material. 
The upper facing strip is 44” wood; the lower strip 1” 
wood. Spacers, which are optional, are 44” wood. Paint 
the finished shelf with a single color, decorate it with 
decals, or enhance it with a painted design of hearts, 
birds and flowers. Incidentally, this type of shelf is a 
dandy one for the garden work room. The spaces are 
just right for small cans of fertilizers, labels, etc. 

If your indoor garden has outgrown its window sill 
use this extender to give you increased growing space. 


° ¥ 
Awe a ie” 


Eno View 


Spice SHELF 








Glass Block Book SHELVES 


by Archie Schulz 
drawings by Art Olmscheid 


The wood suggested is 1” x 8” of a length to fit your 
window sill. Dado the wood so it can slip under the 
window sill and fasten it to the under side of the sill 
with screws. Small chain (which you can buy at the 
hardware store) fastened from window trim to shelf, 
adds additional strength. 

Anyone can make this book shelf. If you don’t have a 
saw and hammer ask the lumber yard to cut a 12” 
board the length you desire. The one in the drawing is 
5’ 6”. Glass blocks are used as supports between the 
shelves but you could substitute brick or special pieces 
of wood. 


«lx B*Silk EXTENSION 
\wooo Sceews 


j+-— 84} 


Eup View 


Winpow Suz SHete ExTENSION 


“x UVe x 56” Woon SHELVES 


I] Nx Vax 4" Glass Block 
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Advance Sale Offer! 
BIG 3-5 FOOT 
LOMBARDY POPLARS 


Just imagine getting a 3 to 5 ft, 50 


Lombardy Poplar for 50c¢! Guar- 
anteed to be excellent quality, well- 
rooted stock with fine top growth. 
Planted three to four feet apart, 
will shoot up in a few years to 
give you a symmetrical windbreak 
Each! 

(in Lots of 10) 
(70¢ each in 
Lots of 5) 
(40¢ each in 
Lots of 25) 


or screen. One of the easiest of all 
trees to grow — thrives in almost 
any soil. Highly prized for its 
graceful, columnar form. We sold 
( out last Spring, and have only a 
limited supply of this fine stock to 
offer this fall, so we urge you to 
send your order right away. (MIN 
IMUM ORDER—5.) Growing In 
structions sent FREE! We pay postal charges on pre- 
paid orders. C.O.D.’s welcome with 25% advance 
deposit. Delivered at proper planting time this fall. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
On arrival, if you are not 190% satisfied, just return 
your order for a full refund of the purchase price. 
FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 
, DEPT. 180-922, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 
0 10 Trees for $5.00 (50¢ ea.) 
0 5 Trees for $3.50 (70¢ ea.) 
0 25 Trees for $10.00 (40 ea.) 
PRINT Name 


SPECIAL DIET 


for Fat Stomach 
and Thick Waistline 


If it's your stomach and waistline that’s bothering you, 

here’s your diet. It works wonders. Also sent: 

HIGH PROTEIN DIET FOR PEOPLE PAST 35—Ex- 

cellent healthful diet for people of ALL AGES! Com- 

bines plenty-to-eat with rapid weight loss! 

HOW TO STAY THIN AFTER LOSING FAT—Getting 

thin is one thing—staying thin another! This tells how! 

SPECIAL DIET FOR FAT HIPS AND THIGHS—If 

your weight is below the waist, this diet will slim you! 

2-DAY “JOLT-OFF-POUNDS” DIET—If you need to 
lose a few pounds quickly, this diet will do it! Also 
recommended for weight-standstills. 

EE 
A $1 bill in an envelope will bring these 5 tested 1 
proved diets to you, postpaid, in plain wrapper. Pre- 
Pared by nationally known dietitian and fat diet special- | 
ist. Money back guarantee. Free ht., wt., and measure- 

| ment charts. Checks accepted. Clip this. Mail to . | 

| RUTH PFAHLER, DIETITIAN 


Dept. 513, Decatur, Illinois 


Address... oo 
| oMy, State | 


CATCH THEM ALIVE & UNHURT! 


Trap 
Can’‘t 
Harm 
Children 
or Pets 


Easy to 


Amazing HAVAHART 
trap captures raiding rats, rabbits, 
squirrels, skunks, weasels, etc. Takes mink, coons without 
injuring them. Straying pets and poultry are released un- 
hurt. Easy to set — open ends give animal confidence. 
Fully guaranteed. No jaws or springs to break. Rustproof. 
Sizes for all needs. Send coupon for valuable Free 40-page 
booklet on trapping secrets illustrated by Carl Burger. 
HAVAHART, 205-A Water Street, Ossining, N.Y. 

Please send 
Name aonb 
UII © cin ss SOA lille eacenanettd tienen linatiiteabsinaneiasininisisen S 


October, 1958 


The oriental delphinium is a hardy winter an- 
nual which self sows in the fall. The new 
plants live over winter. 


Beginning Gardener 
(Continued from page 55) 

We find the map very convenient 
when we wish to check on such state- 
ments as “cedar of Lebanon is hardy 
at Boston;” “gerbera with protection 
will winter at Philadelphia;” “figs will 
stand temperatures of 20 or 15 
degrees.” 

Such information is much more 
positive and definite than simply stat- 
ing that a plant is hardy. It is not 
possible to indicate on the map the 
numerous variations in temperatures 
that are bound to occur with limited 
areas but it does show in general the 
relationship of different parts of the 
United States. We have only to note 
that Boston is about centrally located 
(from north to south) in Zone 5 with 
average annual minimum _ tempera- 
tures of —5 to —10 degrees. It 
might be fun to try cedar of Lebanon 
in a protected place to see if it could 
be acclimated to our 10 degrees lower 
minimum temperature. Gerbera need- 
ing winter protection at Philadelphia 
in Zone 6 would not like our severe 
winters. 

The American Horticultural Coun- 
cil is developing a new plant hardiness 
zone map for North America. This 
new map, expected to be published 
this year, promises to be a more 
accurate indication of plant hardiness 
zones than any other map that we 
have previously had. # 
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(Phlox Subulata or Moss Phlox) 


now & FOR $4.00 


Plant these sturdy perennials now to be- 
come well established for weeks of glorious 
spring display. Easy to grow in any sunny 
soil. Plant 8 to 12” apart to form colorful 
blankets in rock gardens, beds, borders. In 
cooler areas some blooms appear con- 
tinually into fall. Field-grown plants at 
bargain prices. Shipped mid-September 
through October, with planting instruc- 
tions. Orders acknowledged now with our 
free fall catalog. 

SPECIAL for early orders: Send $2 and this 
ad and get 16 assorted plants of above six 
colors, plus one spectacular new phlox 
Crimson Beauty FREE! Double orders 
allowed. With every order send 25c extra 
to help cover increased postage, and pack- 
ing and handling these large field-grown 
plants. Or we will send C.O.D. 
ROCKNOLL Nursery Dept. FG, Morrow, Ohio 


Largest Collection 
Ever Offered 


including stock from famous OBERLIN 
PEONY GARDENS at lowest prices! 


Send for FREE NEW CATALOGUE: en- 

larged, instructive . . . ready for im- 
mediate mailing! Lists over 400 rare and hardy 
Tree Peonies . . . plus exquisite Herbaceous 
Peonies, hybrids and species! Many exclusive 
foreign introductions! All magnificent easy-to- 
grow exhibition-type showpieces! This is the 
connoisseurs’ source book! Write for your copy! 


100 Selected Tree Peony Seeds $5 (No C.O.D.’s) 
Address: LOUIS SMIRNOW, Dept. G10 


85 Linden Lane, Brookville, Long Island, N. Y. 


Tue a) 


“IRIS @ DAY LILIES 
POPPIES « BULBS 
FREE! Colorful Catalog 
WASSENBERG GARDENS 
“The Peony City” 

Dept. F-10, VAN WERT, OHIO 
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CLASSIFIED 


RATE 85 cents per word. Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—$18.00 per issue. Special 


headings $1.50 extra. 


Initials, street address, city, state counted. 


Post office zone number will not be 


charged for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: FLOWER & 
GARDEN, Classified Dept., 543 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, Missouri. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecti- 
cides, charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. Cat- 
alog. Neil C. Miller, Penns Grove 29, N. J. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED “SPECIAL” $3.00. Con- 
tains 200 hybrid seeds (assorted colors, girl-types, 
doubles), planter, growing mixture and complete 
instructions. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th, Indian- 
apolis 18, Indiana. African Violet seed lists available. 


AFRICAN VIOLET PLANTS, in bloom white, lav- 
, pink, purple, light blue, $1 each postpaid. 
Free catalog, Mrs. Jennie Spoutz, 34363 Moravian, 


AMERICA’S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS—lovely 
color catalogue free on request—write today— 
Fischer Greenhouses, Dept. G, Linwood, N. J. 





AFRICAN VIOLETS. Plants, Rootred-Cuttings, leaves. 
Send stamp for new 1958 list. Krogman’s Violetry, 
1365 South 125th Street, Brookfield, Wisc. 
AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES: Double Green Beads, 
Rose of Tibet and other new varieties. Free list. Lois 
Hopper, 3940 Oak, Kansas City 11, Mo. 








oduce mutations (Newest varieties). 
ist. Elderkin, 2552 Broadway, Toledo 


ANTI-FROST PROTECTIVE BAGS 


PROTECT SHRUBBERY AGAINST FREEZING 
with Anti-Frost Bags. To introduce we offer 69c 
sample free to first 500 inquiries. Write Anti- 
Frost, Manheim, Pa. 


BEGONIAS 


WINTER-FLOWERING ‘‘CHRISTMAS BEGO- 
NIAS”; glowing colors, pink, white, red, cream, 
scarlet; $2.00 each; 3—$5.00; 7—$10.00. Rex, 

i ing, 4—$3.50. New 


. Send for free list. 
1145A No. Fulton, Fresno 4, Calif. 


BULBS 


WRITE FOR NEW, free de Jager catalog listing 
all of the glorious imported bulbs available for your 
garden. 190 Asbury Street, So. Hamilton, Mass. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME. Profitable, fascinat- 
ing. Successful home grower explains special light, 
temperature and humidity conditions orchids need. 
Free—full details. Orchids, 100 S. Vermont, 
Angeles 4 


SHINE SHOES WITHOUT “POLISH.” New in- 


vention. Lightning seller. Shoes gleam like mirror. 
Samples sent on trial. Kristee 102, Akron, Ohio. 
RE LL TE 


CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS 


FASCINATING CACTI & SUCCULENTS. Ideal 
for planters. 12 lovely ag gy er $2.50 


—— “Cactus Castle,” A, La Puente, 
Calif. 





DAYLILIES 


DAYLILIES—10 FRESHLY DUG, husky plants 
$4.50 Babette, Bertrand Farr, Black Falcon, n- 
tiful, Dolly Varden, Dominion, Glory, Knighthood, 
Margaret, Mongol, Myonne, Painted Lady ici 
Piquante, Port, Saladin, Skylark, Yellowstone. 
Catalog. Hemknoll, Whippany 9, N. J 
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EARTHWORMS 


FREE PICTURE FOLDER: “How to Make $3,000 
Yearly, Sparetime, Backyard, Raising Earthworms!” 
Included free: “How to Grow Gorgeous Flowers 
With Domesticated Earthworms’” Oakhaven 64, 
Cedar Hill, Tex. 

YOU NEED NO GREEN THUMB—raising plants 
i ings. Healthier plants, Seer 
. no odors, clean to handle, sterilized. 4 Ib. 
. $2.50 P.P. Nutmeg State Earthworm Industries, 

p River, Conn. 


FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 
illustrated catalog. Dorothy Biddle Service, MA-10, 
Hawthorne, N. Y. 


GERANIUMS 


379 SELECT VARIETIES. Zonals, Odd, Rare, Un- 
usual, Ivyleaf, Scentedleaf, Fancyleaf, Lady Wash- 
ington, Dwarfs. Catalog 10c. Write for Specials. 
Cook's Geranium Nursery, Sterling, Kansas. 


GERANIUMS—8 for $2.00. Extra plant with this 
ad. Rooted. Named, Guaranteed, Postpaid, Instruc- 
tions. U-Pot, Box 33, Malibu, Calif. 


GIBBERELLIN 


GIBBERELLIN—EIGHT TABLETS and graduated 


plastic spray bottle, $1.40. Extra packet 8 tablets, 
$1.00. Ridge, 1126 Arthur Street, Wausau, Wisc. 


GIFTS 


CYPRESS KNEES, SEASONED, POLISHED, for 
Arrangements, Ornaments, Lamps, Gifts. 8-16”, 
six assorted, $5.75; $11.00 dozen, postpaid. Guar- 
anteed. Gippol’s, De Leon Springs, Fla. 


GLADIOLUS 


GLADIOLUS—FALL DIGGING LIST ready. Buy 
now and save 20%. Woodside Gladiolus Gardens, 
Webster, N. Y. 


HELP WANTED WOMEN 


MAKE MONEY AT HOME Assembling our items. 
Experience unnecessary. Lee Mfg. 466 S. Robertson, 
Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


HOUSE PLANTS 


RARE, UNUSUAL HOUSEPLANTS, _ Begonias, 
Passifloras, Gesneriads, Ferns, Tubers, Seed. Illus- 
trated fall catalog 25c. Tropical Paradise, 3810 


Bales, Kansas City 28, Mo. 


HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice 
house plants. Fall list free. Illustrated catalog 25c. 
Merry Gardens, Camden, Me. 

HOYAS (Old Fashioned Wax Plants)—4 different 
$3.00; 8 different $8.00; 10 different Ivies $5.00; 
10 different Peperomias $4.50. Labeled. Postpaid. 
Terrace View Gardens, Greencastle, Ind. 

EXOTIC SPLITLEAF PHILODENDRON ( Monstera 
Gigantea). The beautiful and decorative tropical 
indoor plant that grows anywhere. Mature, foliaging 
plant delivered for only $5.00, postpaid. Enclose 
check or money order. Keenan Nursery, 1286 
Runnymede, East Palo Alto, Calif. 


IMPORTED DUTCH AMARYLLIS 


LISTING MANY NAMED VARIETIES of the 
Ludwig, Warmenhoven and Van Meeuwen Strain. 


Robert Goedert, Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, Florida. 


IMPORTED HOLLAND BULBS 


‘iil ciate ninth Eee cadie nati. 
SEND FOR OUR PRICE LIST and information 
a ut Our speci iscounts. ie water & 

Highland, Ind. , Bi 


LEATHERCRAFT 


FREE “DO-IT-YOURSELF” Leathercraft Catalog. 
Pre-cut, ready-to-assemble items. Tandy Leather Com. 
pany, Box 791 - K26, Fort Worth, Tex. 


LILY OF THE VALLEY 


PINK LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY, color guaranteed, 
Inspected stock. $4.50 dozen, $18—50, $35—100, 
Leis Nursery, Mastic, N. Y. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ie atin aati eit india eiliteaenent il 
GARDEN CLUB YEARBOOKS mimeographed, 15¢ 
Ist 12 pages, Sc every 4 pages additional, per book, 

overs 5 to 10 cents each. Fetter Mimeo Service, 
2460 Wayne Avenue, Dayton 20, Ohio. 


MUSHROOMS 
, Easier, Cheaper. 


Spawn $1.00. 
19th, Newark 3, N. J. 


Newest 
Luxgard, 641 South 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


FREE—BIG NEW WHOLESALE CATALOG! Up 
to 50% savings for you, family, friends 
nationally-known gifts, jewelry, toys, i 
Christmas cards, etc. Also make money selling part 
Evergreen Studios, Box 846 BB, 


Write for your copy. JOED, Dept. FL, Box 69, 
Glendale, Calif. 


STAMPED LINENS FOR EMBROIDERY or Paint. 
ing. Buy direct from manufacturer and save. Send 
for Free catalog. Merribee, 16 West 19th Street, 
Dept. 751, New York 11, N. Y. 


PANSIES 


-00. 100 — $3.00. Pospaid. Lee's 
. 1, Box 272, Tyler, Texas. 


special attention. Pamphlet on 
. Glendale Farms, Tylertown, Miss. 


PEONIES 


KANSAS, WESTERNER, SNOW MOUNTAIN, 
Carrara, Plainsman and many other ‘‘Bigger’’ peonies, 

i . Myron D. Bigger, 1147 Oakland 
Avenue, Topeka, Kansas. 


PEONIES, MYRTLE GENTRY, FESTIVA Maxima, 
Therese, Sarah Bernhardt, Martha Bullock, Shawnee 
Chief, Henry Sass, Mons. Jules Elie, 8 for $5.00 
postpaid. Elmer L. Block, Route 1, Sarcoxie, Mo. 


TWO RED FERNLEAVED PEONIES $4.00. Two 
small red grafted tree peonies $4.00. Free peony 


. Atha Gardens, West Liberry 3, Ohio. 


PINE CONES 


PINE CONES. 4% inch to foot long. Illustrated 
folder. Many species. Choice all-cone Christmas 
wreaths. Western Tree Cones, 1925 Brooklane, 


Corvallis, Ore. 





PLASTIC FILM 


- long only $6.00. 4 fe. ; 
6 fe. x 100 fe. $12.00. Big Bargain. Remnants 10 
ft. long by 3 ft. wide, only $1.00 postpaid. Send 
cash, check or stamps. Satisfaction guaranteed. Yoho 
& Hooker Greenhouse Company, Box FG1165, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


TROPICAL PLANTS 


HAWAIIAN “TI'’ LOG! Fascinating, rare house 
lant. Ideal gift! Two logs postpaid. $1.00. Money 
ack Guarantee. Chesley Distributors, 2339-B Uni- 

versity Avenue, San Diego 4, Calif. 


VIOLETS 


HARDY VIOLETS . . . Three each six varieties 
together with Violet Vase . . . $5.00 postpaid ... 
Vista Violet Farm. 1211 Monte Vista, Vista, Calif. 


WILDFLOWERS 


WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 
nook. Send today for Free catalog. Wake Robia 
Farm, R. D. No. 1, Home, Pa. 


Flower & Garden Magazine 





Gloxinias Are Astonishing! 
(Continued from page 43) 


clean before using again. 

Gloxinias, like bears, must have a 
hibernating period. Without this rest, 
they will not grow properly. The 
length of this sleep will vary with va- 
rieties, but usually it should last for 
two months. Some growers take the 
tubers from soil and put them in 
plastic bags with peat moss or ver- 
miculite that has just a touch of 
moisture in it. These are stored where 
it is cool (55 to 65 degrees). Even 
after three or four months the tubers 
usually remain dormant. When ready 
to be started, they are removed from 
the cool place and left in the plastic 
bags at room temperature for a few 
weeks until sprouting occurs. They are 
then removed and potted. 


Gloxinias from Seeds 


Gloxinia seeds are small and must 
be sown on top of a fine growing me- 
dium that can be kept moist at all 
times. Fill a four- or five-inch pot 
with regular potting soil to about a 
half inch from the rim. Over this, 
spread a very thin layer of vermicu- 
lite. Moisten thoroughly. Then scatter 
the gloxinia seeds thinly over the 
vermiculite. Cover the pot with a 
piece of clear plastic and secure with 
a rubber band. Set the container in 
a warm, light place. Watch it to be 
sure that the moisture does not dry 
away. In eight to ten days tiny specks 
of green will appear. Day by day 
gradually remove the plastic, first an 
hour, then two until the entire cov- 
ering can be removed. If the seedlings 
seem to be doing well, leave it off 
entirely after about two weeks. Give 
them enough light so that they will 
grow into sturdy plants. When they 
begin to crowd, transplant to flats, or 
individual pots in regular soil. So long 
as you are careful not to break their 
tiny roots, they transplant easily. 


If you have many seedlings and 
not much room, they can be flowered 
in three-inch pots the first season. 
Pick those you want to keep and give 
away or discard the others. Seedlings 
will make their best appearance in 
four- or five-inch pots. After they 
bloom (four to seven months after 
planting), die down and are rested, 
these young tubers should produce the 
most outstanding gloxinias grown. 


(Please turn page 6) 
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A GORGEOUS SPLASH OF RED FOR YOUR YARD 


RED- FLOWERING 
4 
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These famous rose-red CARDINAL SHRUBS (weigela Vanicecki) produce so many flowers the 
Will give you arm-filling bouquets for weeks 
goes on blooming in June and you still get more flowers RIGHT THRU SUMMER. 


literally buried in brilliant red flowers 


of beauty. The blooms are shaped like perfect trumpets 
of house or yard - wherever you want an accent of gorgeous 
bright red. Thrives in almost any soil. Our stock is extra 
choice and well-rooted Postage paid on prepaid orders 
C.0.D."s welcome, Planting Guide included. Please add 235« 
for handling and packaging. Delivery will be made this Fall 
at the proper planting time 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


If, on arrival you are not 
money hack 


EASY 


1n0¢, satisfied, return for your 


Sensational Discovery 


erect 


Apple Sensation of the Century! 
BIGGER Crops—often 2 years SOONER. 
“Standard” or Dwarf" Trees Sold ONLY 

by Stark Bro's. Demand terrific! Supply 
limited! Get your FREE y 

catalog NOW. 


STA 


FRUIT TREE & 


CARDINAL 


a: 


SHRUB 


Special Bargain 
For Fall 
Planting 
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per plant 
(when you 
buy 2) 


(i for $1.98) 
(5 for $6.25) 


whele bush is 

Starts blooming in May 

Each flower is a masterpiece 

TO GROW. Use as specimen planting at corner 

| FAMILY GARDENS NURSERY SALES CO. 

| pePT. 490-922, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 

| } 1 for $1.98 -)2 for $2.98 — $1.49 each 
“) 5 for $6.25 — $1.25 each 

| ALL ORDERS—please add 35¢ for handling 

| 


Print Name 
Address 


RK BRO’S 


LANDSCAPE 


Catalog FREE 


See How Easily You Can Grow Your Own 
Delicious Fruits, Grapes, Berries 


Rush COUPON for BIG 64- 
dramatic difference between 

including Sensational 
Apple—and ordina 


ge Catalog! It’s FREE! See the 
tark Exclusive Leader Varieties— 
New STARKRIMSON DELICIOUS 
Nursery Stock. See Stark Exclusive Leader 


varieties awarded U.S. Plant Patents and Trade-Marks—Stark 
Apples, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Cherries, Nectarines, Gra 


Berries, Shade Trees, Shrubs, 


Glorious Stark 
' ROSES 


3 See Award- 
8 winning 
"<5 ?))| New Stark Roses and 
old-time favorites. Stark 
Hybrid Teas and Fiori- 


. Dig } £ 
. =m: ')), Dundas bloom early 
MAKE MORE ———-" FIRST summer after 
MONEY! . os 

Full or Spare Time. 
See how easily you 
can make MORE 


money writing 
orders for Stark 


P STARK DWARF FRUIT TREES 


Now, you can grow delicious 

tree-ripe fruit in your own 

A back yard—QUICKER— 
when you plant Stark Quadruple- Life 
DWARF Apple Trees, Stark DWARF 
Peach Trees, Stark DWARF Pear Trees. 


Order-Writing Out- 
fit. Act today! 


ecta pes. 
Roses, etc., in living color! 


STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. 
Dept.2209 Louisiana, Missouri 

YOURS FREE Mail Coupon Now! 

STARK BRO’S NU ES, Dept. 2209 

Town of Louisiana, Missouri 

Send FREE STARK BRO'S BIG NEW 

COLOR PHOTO LANDSCAPE-FRUIT 

Catalog —contains valuable Home Landscape 

Planning Guide. 

O Send me your special offer for early orders. 


Name __ 


Ist Initial 2nd Initial Last Name 





RFD. or Street Address (very important) 


Post Office Zone 
O Cheek here for more extra money opportunity 
Re ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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State 





KILL 
CRAB GRASS 


IMPROVES YOUR LAWN 
THREE WAYS 


Controls crab grass by its 
continuing and selective 
seed killing action... 
Kills most soil pests . . . 
PLUS fertilizes to quickly 
build green thick lawn. 


One application lasts 
@ year or longer. 


ae | g* 


(1600 sq. ft.) 


SUSE 
Ue ea ake LR 


Dwarf Apple Trees on malling number 
7, 2, 1 root stocks. Also Nut and 
Shade Trees, Grape Vines, Flowering 
Shrubs, Evergreens. Plant this Fall! 
Complete line at LOW direct-from-grower 
prices. Highest quality. best warieties, 
2 dependable service, one of America’s 


oldest nurseries. — today for 
Soa Free 60-page Cata 


F BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
Box FG-108 Princess Anne, Ma 


RUBY RED-<-For Indoor 
or Outdoor Planting. 


All Double Everblooming 
Have lovely thimble-size blooms al- 
most all the year. Dainty but hardy. 
The smallest of all Roses. Plants 
grow 10" high. A pleasing gift. Cul- 
ture included. Supply limited. 


Postpaid. $8.28 each; 2 for $2.25; 
4 tor $4.00. No C.0.Ds. now. 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 200, Rockford, Illinois 


Easily & Quickly | 
7 AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE — Please your family with a professionally 
landscaped yard. Assist your friends and community in landscape 
projects; become a garden authority in your neighborhood. 
Many money-making opportunities as a consultant 


FOR PROFIT — Thousands of money-making opportunities — 

growing plants, contracting, designing, selling, etc. Start a | 

business spare or full time. We show you how with new 

simplified methods. STUDY AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA AT HOME. | 

Write today for FREE Book 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 

Dept. 0.108 11826 San Vicente Bivd., Les Angeles 49, Calif. 
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Gloxinias from Cuttings 


Gloxinia leaves root readily in wa- 
ter or regular potting soil. Take a 
leaf from a plant in active growth. 
Get an inch of the leaf stem and 
make a clean cut with a sharp knife. 
The end of the stem will root, to be 
followed by a new tuber which grows 
to the size of your thumb in a few 
weeks’ time. Insert the leaf stem in 
the soil. Keep the soil moist. If you 
start the leaf in a glass of water, after 
the roots start, replant into regular 
potting soil. If the leaf wilts at first, 
cover it with a tumbler for a few days. 


When the rooted leaf begins to yel- 
low and die down, the tuber has com- 
pleted its formation. Sometimes the 
young gloxinia leaves will already be 
pushing through the soil. If they are, 
keep them growing like a regular 
tuber. If they do not yet appear, 
treat the new tuber just as if it were 
in its regular rest period. When the 
leaves do start growing, move to a 
sunny place. 


Gloxinia tubers often produce more 
than one sprout. When these are a 
few weeks old, all but the strongest 
may be removed. The resulting plant 
will be a single-crown. If several 
sprouts grow it will be a multiple- 
crown. The sprouts removed may be 
Tooted like a leaf cutting to grow 
more plants. 


If you receive a gloxinia from the 
florist, consider the moist, sunlit green- 
house from which it came. Try to 
duplicate these conditions in your 
home. When you give a gloxinia, slip 
some cultural hints in among the 
leaves—or offer to loan an article on 
gloxinia culture to the person who has 
received a gloxinia. Gloxinia tubers 
are growing today that are more than 
50 years old, so your gift can bring 
extended joy! ¢ 


NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW 


The 14th International Exhibition of 
Nature Photography will be held February 
7 through 27, 1959, at the Chicago, Mlli- 
nois, Natural History Museum. The 
Nature Camera Club of Chicago sponsors 
the show each year. The deadline for 
entries is January 17. Winners will receive 
medals and ribbons. H. J. Johnson is 
chairman of the event. For entry forms 
and information write Augusta Dahlberg, 
1121 W. 93rd Street, Chicago 20, Illinois. 








BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 
publication, higher royalty, national distribution, and 
beautifully designed books. All subjects welcomed, 
Write, or send your MS directly. 


eonewee BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten. MR. THOMAS 489 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 


Produce Your Own Fertilizer 


From leaves, grass, Kitchen offal, 
weeds with Gardener's Friend Com. 
poster. Grow better flowers, green- 
er grass, Organic fruits, vegetables, 
Produces 5000 Ibs. compost per year, 
52" high, 28’ square. Only $39.50, 


Prepaid plus FREE Activator 
0. E. ZIMMERMAN, Mfr. "SS. Fairtax. 


Remember Your Zone Number! 


If you live in one of the 106 cities which 
have postal zoning . . . use your zone num- 
ber when you address your mail. Whether 
you are writing letters, sending orders or 
renewing FLOWER & GARDEN ... 


Always Use Your Zone Number. 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
543 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Missouri 


Created In Our Lady's Honor To | 


Commemorate The Centennial Year i 


| 
ourdes! 


Now, to commemorate the Centenary of 
the appearance of Our Lady to Bernadette 
at Lourdes, an exquisite new rose has been 
created...the “golden” Lourdes Rose. 
LIFETIME BEAUTY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

This golden yellow rose will add thrilling 
significance to your garden...makes a gift 
that will be cherished for life! Magnificent 
color and shape. Many-petaled, fully 
double. Lovely perfume. Bloom early 
spring to first snow. You'll have dozens 
very first year—armfuls year after year. Up 
to 100 on 4-year bush! Long-lasting, ideal 
for cutting. 


RESIST COLD, HEAT, DISEASE! 
Everblooming, Sub-Zero —so hardy, cold 
15° below can’t harm them, even when un- 
protected. Bloom through scorching heat 
and drought. Reach their peak 4th or 5th 
season, bloom a lifetime! Disease-resistant 
foliage almost immune to blackspot; needs 
minimum spraying. Plant 3’ apart. Easy 
instructions with order. 

SO NEW, SO RARE, MUST RESERVE NOW! 
Newly developed, just for Stern’s Nur- 
eries, by the great rosarian, Dr. Walter 
Brownell. Supply is limited. 

BLOOM FIRST YEAR OR MONEY BACK 
Selected No. 1 plants. You must be satis- 
fied, or get free replacement or money back. 


EVERBLOOMING GOLDEN YELLOW LOURDES ROSE 
$2.50 each © 3 fer $7.25 © 10 for $22.50 © 25 for $50.00 
Prices postpaid. Send Check or M.O. 


-Stern's Nurseries 


ARBOR 120 GENEVA, NEW YORK 
oe ome me RESERVE YOURS NOW! RUSH COUPON TODAY!- — — —, 
Stern’s Nurseries, Arbor 120 Geneva, N. Y. 


Please reserve for me, immediately, the 
new Everblooming Golden Yellow Lourdes 
Rose bushes I indicate, and send them to 
me at the best planting time for my locality. 
0 I—$2.50 0 3—$7.25 OF 10—$22.50 1 25—$50 
Prices postpaid. Total enci.: $ 


Name. 
Address 
City. 


—State. 
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THE MAN IN YOUR LIFE will love it! You, too. 
An ample ash tray, at the same time attrac- 
tive! Picturesque is the word for this smart 
Detroiter Ash Tray. A gleaming heavily brass 
plated or satin black enamel finished stand 
... an authentic full-color reproduction of an 
ancient-vintage automobile baked under glaze 
on the ceramic tray. You'd be so thoughtful 
to give it to him for Christmas. Tray diameter: 
8”. Plastic tipped legs protect your table tops. 
Specify brass or black stand. $3.95 brass, 
$3.50 enamel, post paid in U.S.A. Order now 
from Colorific House, 11th Avenue at Ohio 
Street. Evansville 4, Indiana. 


Compost 
(Continued from page 17) 
light sprinkling of lime can be in- 
cluded. 

Eventually, a dark crumbly humus 
will develop that will be the treasure 
of the garden. Happily, the first pe- 
riod of waiting will be the only one, 
for once the cycle starts there will al- 
ways be a continuous supply, and no 
garden practice will give us a deeper 
satisfaction. 

Where limits of space are no prob- 
lem, it’s well to have two piles—one 
that’s ready to use, the other in the 


“The wife's not much on cooking, but boy, 
does she know her flowers!’ 


October, 1958 


MARKET BY MAIL 


THE FLUOR-AL STAND is a new all aluminum 
stand for growing and display of plants. Ideal 
for African violets or seedlings. Uses fluores- 
cent or balanced fluorescent and incandescent 
lights. Height to top bracket 74”. Floor space 
52” x 20”. Three full size welded aluminum 
trays. Height of lights instantly adjustable. 
Free folder gives full information and prices 
of accessories and stand alone. Complete in- 
stallation with lights and time clock, $135.95, 
by truck or exp. Also 2-shelf model. The 
beautiful, durable FLUOR-AL is the “Aristo- 
crat of Plant Stands.” Harvey J. Ridge, Dept. 
F108. 1126 Arthur St., Wausau, Wis. 
process of conversion. But this indul- 
gence is not for us with small yards, 
for we may have to use ingenuity to 
find an inconspicuous, but airy spot 
for even one pile. 


One friend whose tiny back yard is 
chiefly patio hides an almost king- 
size pile in a corner behind the beau- 
tiful, horizontal growth of a Vi- 
burnum tomentosum. 

Another, with a narrow side yard 
almost fully exposed to view, has de- 
vised a little enclosure against the 
house foundation, shielded somewhat 
by a dogwood tree. Made of concrete 
blocks spaced far apart, and. with no 
mortar used, the front rows can be 
easily removed when the compost is 
ready. 

A third friend has stretched 30- 
inch-wide chicken netting along the 
side of the garage. It is raised about 
ten inches from the ground, and held 
out ten or 12 inches from the wall by 
stout stakes. Into this bottomless 
“pocket” are thrown the maple leaves 
of autumn, and, surprisingly, they do 
not drop out. Later, the beautiful, 


black humus falls to the ground and | 


is easily scooped up with a shovel. 
But if we can find no _ half-con- 

cealed spot we may come to share the 

attitude of the families of the French 


countryside, where the manure pile in | 


the front yard is a matter of prestige, 
its size the measure of their social 
standing.¢ 


| Attractive, un- 
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NEW W-W GRINDER has easier portability and 
efficiency. Special design lets weight rest on 
wheels—not you—when moving from place 
to place. Also pulls away from pile instead of 
through it. It’s America’s most popular gar- 
den grinder-shredder because it is the most 
versatile. Processes organic matter for com- 
post or mulch. Shreds, screens, mixes soil, 
leaves and garbage. Model 2 has 214 hp recoil 
starter engine. Electric motor available. Prices 
start at $129.95, power equipped f.o.b. 
Wichita for smaller Model A. Liberal terms 
available. Send for literature. W-W Grinder 
Corp., 2957-C No. Market, Wichita 4, Kans. 


KEEP CESSPOOL TROUBLE 


Septic Tank Trouble? 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and 
cesspool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks 
up solids and grease — prevents overflow, 
back-up, odors. Regular use saves costly 
pumping or digging. Simply mix dry powder 
in water, flush down toilet. Non-poisonous, 
non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate septic 
tank, cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) 
only $2.95 prepaid. Northel Distributors, 
GF-10, P.O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 40, Minn. 


a a TWICE the WEAR 
Leother . ae — 
ZF PAIR and a SPARE 

>, GARDEN GLOVES 


Genuine Wild Boarskin 
Soft, Supple and Tough 


TWO gloves for the right hand 
and one for the left gives you 
twice the weor. Genuine kitten- 
soft brown leather. 

WOMEN, $3.25. MEN, $3.75 
Shipped Postpaid. Specify regular 


glove size. 
vsuvol garden 


cw asses fC At Hillbrook 


gifts 906 N. E. Floral Place . 
' Portland 13, Oregon Dept. '0G 


FREE FOLDER 


WRITE TODAY! 
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REAL BUTTERFLIES in soft rainbow colors, rich 
browns and blacks. 1001 art and decorative 
uses. Thorax has been replaced so they lay 
flat under glass in trays, tables, frames; for 
lamp shades, flower arrangements. Surpris- 
ingly sturdy, exquisitely beautiful. Collected 
on Formosa, each 2” to 314” butterfly in a 
separate, labeled cellophane packet. 12 dif- 
ferent in a deluxe set (4 different sets), 
$1.50 per set ppd. Also a Special Play-Pac, 
25 butterflies (12 kinds) for only $1.00 ppd. 
Dorothy Biddle Service, Hawthorne 13, 
New York. 


1000 PRINTED NAME & Address labels $1.00 
ppd. Your name & address nicely printed 
on 1000 Sparkling labels including a hand- 
some plastic box, up to four lines of copy. 
Stick ‘em on letters, packages, checks, per- 
sonal items, etc. Make identification easy. 
300 for 50c. Same, nice labels but no plastic 
box. Money back if not pleased with either 
labels. Wholesale selling plan free. Tower 
Press, Inc., Box 591-XF, Lynn, Mass. 


Jewel for a Window Garden 
(Continued from page 25) 
once more. It grew and bloomed hap- 
pily in the morning sun. 

Because I find they absorb large 
amounts of water, I like to grow them 
in a special way. Wick-fed planters 
suit my purpose admirably, and into 
the bottom of these I place about a 
half inch or more of charcoal. And 
then, as the woods are so close to 
home and leaf mold is there for the 
taking, I pot them up in a mixture 
of this, finely screened, with one-third 
vermiculite added. This is the only 
growing medium I use. As the water 
disappears from the reservoir beneath 
the holder, it is replenished, about 
once a day. All designed, you see, to 
take care of the water problem. This 
method is an individual preference, 
not at all required, as the plants will 
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MAKE YOUR OWN DECORATIVE Glass Panels. A 
bit of nature preserved forever. Flowers, 
leaves, grasses and butterfies are permanently 
embedded between translucent fiberglass. Use 
them for room dividers, screens or make 
lamps, bowls, dishes, trays, place mats and 
other fine accessories from the same materials. 
This fascinating craft is easy to do and sur- 
prisingly inexpensive . . . Do it for fun or 
money. Mail 25c for illustrated booklet to 
Dept. L-83, The Castolite Company, Wood- 
stock, Illinois. 


PRIZE-WINNING AFRICAN VIOLETS. For years the 
prize-winning blossoms at the National 
African Violet Show have been grown with 
Plant Marvel. It supplies the natural, con- 
centrated food elements needed for rapid, 
healthy growth and bloom. Easy and eco- 
nomical to use. Send $1.35 for 1 lb. can, 
makes 250 gallons of rich liquid food. Write 
for free sample and our African Violet 
folder. Plant Marvel, Dept. FL108, 622 
West 119th St., Chicago 28, Illinois. 


thrive in any good garden loam. 

If the leaves show browning at the 
tips or edges, give your plant a mani- 
cure. Trim these places away neatly 
with sharp scissors, shaping the leaf as 
you do so, in order to keep your plant 
well-groomed at all times. 

Summer your plants outdoors if you 
will, sinking them in the garden in 
their pots, and keeping them well wa- 
tered, especially during dry weather. 
Or, treating them as annuals, plant 
them directly in the garden, and make 
new starts from cuttings for your 
winter window garden. Pinch the 
young plants at an early stage to 
induce bushiness. 

As stated before, the Brazilian 
plume is a tropical American plant, 
a member of the Acanthus family 
known as Jacobinia. There are quite 
a variety of these, mostly native to 


HEALTHY, DEEP GREEN FOLIAGE makes your 
house plants more attractive. Feed Ivy, 
Sedum, Rubber Plants, Ferns, Philodendron, 
Evergreen, “Snake Plants’, etc., the easy way. 
Just place Stim-U-Plant Ivy-Philodendron 
Food tablets in soil of planter, then water. 
Slowly dissolving tablets provide balanced 
supplemental plant diet over long period, re- 
build nutrients and trace elements in both 
plant and soil. Balanced 11-12-15 analysis 
proven best for foliage plants. If not available 
at local store, send $1.00 for 100 tablets, 
postpaid. Stim-U-Plant Lab, Columbus 16, 
Ohio. 


LIKE WALKING ON AIR — bouncy foam crepe 


soles. Over 223 sizes in stock! Choice leather, 
handlaced, flexible, smartly styled and qual- 
ity made. Women’s full & half sizes 3 to 13, 
AAAAAA to EEE. Red, Smoke, Taffytan, 
White. All purchases subject to exchange or 
money-back. Fast delivery—COD’s accepted. 
Factory-to-you Special Offer: $5.95 plus 50c 
post. Moccasin-Craft, 58-FL, Buffum St., 
Lynn, Mass. 


Brazil, and a few to Mexico and Cen- 
tral America. These come in shades 
of red, orange or yellow, some bloom- 
ing in heads and others in racemes. 

Some perplexity arises about the 
varietal and common names of the 
Brazilian plume, as most catalogs list 
it as Jacobinia carnea, with numerous 
descriptive appelations such as King’s 
Crown, Flamingo Plant and Flaming 
Flamingo. Turning to an authority, 
however, we find in Bailey’s “Hortus 
IT” that most Jacobinias grown under 
the varietal name j. carnea are in 
reality J. obtusior. 

But be this as it may, do find space 
for at least one Brazilian plume in 
your window garden. You will be 
deeply and richly rewarded by the 
awed exclamations of your friends and 
visitors when they see it glowing there 
like a torch. ¢ 
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50 YARDS OF FINE SATIN RIBBON 44& Here's a real bargain for you! 
Fifty yards of beautiful acetate satin ribbon, in 12 flower-fresh colors, for 
only 44 cents! You'll use this wonderful ribbon for gift wrapping, hair 
bows, sewing, hanging decorations and countless other uses! 7/16” wide. 
Choose white, pink, light blue, royal blue, light green, emerald green, or- 
chid, red, yellow, cocoa, silver or gold. 


No. $331 Satin ribbon, 50-yd. roll... 
Special! If ordered with any other item on this page. 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


SANTA AND HIS REINDEER FOR YOUR LAWN. Let Santa and his 
reindeer ride across your lawn for a sparkling touch this Christmas! This 
wonderful set of durable weatherproof plastic is gaily painted in full colors. 
Easy to put up — just push each of the five staked pieces into the ground. 
Standard set stretches out more than five feet; each piece about 12” high. 
Giant lighted set extends 8 to 10 feet, stands 22/2” high; complete with 
outdoor cord and socket set, bulbs and metal reflectors on each piece to 
light it dramatically from below. 

No. X699 Standard Santa Set... ..... $1.98 
No. X700 Giant Lighted Santa eas ' 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


CHRISTMAS 
CARD VALUE! 


Beautiful Christmas 
cards in full color, 
in the popular new 
slim style. You get 
an assortment of 
traditional Christ- 
mas designs in every 
package. This num- 
ber of cards would 

cost from $2.00 to $4.00 or more if bought separately in stores — but 
they're yours for only $1.00! 40 slim cards, complete with envelopes. In 
protective, re-usable pliofilm bag. 

No. X689 40 Slim Christmas Cards aisiioaliiea ...$1.00 
No. X664 50 Regular Shape Christmas Cards -..$1.00 


Walter Drake poys the postoge 


SKELETON 
MODEL 
is a 1/6 scale model 
of a 6-foot man, in 
sharp, accurate de- 
tail — ideal for doc- 
tors, nurses, artists, 
students. Unbreaka- 
able plastic in natu- 
; ‘ | ral bone color. Ana- 
ELECTRIC FIREPLACE : ee 
FOR CHRISTMAS \ identify bones from 
makes a perfect eee for front and back 
our Christmas ornaments! Stur- \ . : : . 
tly made of 3-ply fiberboard b . wens. og mow 
and realistically printed in five —can be pet in 
colors. The three-dimensional = standing, running, 
logs look real, and there is a sitting and other postures! Parts snap 
“flame maker” to simulate the together — no gluing, easy to assem- 
flicker of dancing firelight. And- ble. Invaluable for study, fascinating 
irons, fire tools and scuttle are for scientific-minded youngsters, a 


— 39” Ray = : —-t conversation piece that holds interest 
asy to assemble. Complete wi aan in dis- 
light bulb and UL approved for hours, an arresting stopper in dis 


cord. plays. 


No. X703 No. R690 Skeleton Jiffy Kit $1.98 
$3.98 (assemble in 15 minutes) 


Walter Drake pays the postage Wolter Drake pays the postage 
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Chop-n-save the fast easy way 
order by mail from (Walter Drake & Sons 


1610 Drake Bidg., Colorado Springs, Colorado 
FAST SERVICE — We ship your order within 24 hours after we get it! We pay the postage. 


GUARANTEE — All merchandise from Walter Drake & Sons is sold on a money-back guarantee. 
You may return any item for a cash refund if it fails to live up to your expectations. 


12 RARE JUNGLE BUTTERFLIES. A dozen 
vivid butterflies imported from tropical jungles, 
ready to mount and frame or to decorate lamps, 
curtains, trays, table-tops and handcraft. Fasci- 
nating beauty for nature-lovers and students 
Gorgeous specimens up to 3” across, processed 
to lie flat. 12 butterflies in each package, all 
different. 

No. R710 Jungle Butterflies, set of 12..$1.00 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


SPRAY-TRAC GIVES INSTANT TRACTION 
on ice or snow. Never get stuck again! When 
wheels spin on ice or snow, just spray Spray- 
Trac on the rear tire treads and drive away 
easily. Spray-Trac temporarily softens the tire 
tread, without harming the tire in any way 
After a few minutes the rubber hardens back to 
its Original condition. You get instant traction 
on even the slickest ice! One pint squeeze-bottle 
lasts most drivers all winter. 

No. H835_ Spray-Trac, pint $1.50 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


SAF-VUE DE-ICER FLUID. Just squirt Saf-Vue 
on your windshield and turn on the wipers. Ice, 
snow and frost melt away in seconds—and new 
ice just can't form where Saf-Vue is! You need 
never again be blinded by sleet or ice — just 
keep a bottle of Saf-Vue in the glove compart- 
ment. Prevents fogging when used inside; re- 
moves frost from all glass surfaces. In unbreak- 
able squeeze bottle. 
No. H156 Saf-Vue De-Icer ? $1.00 
Special! If ordered with any other item 

on this page 79% 

Walter Drake pays the postage 


SNOW-DOZER ENDS SHOVELING SNOW! 
Why shovel snow? It's much easier and faster 
to-push it out of the way as highway crews do! 
Snow-Dozer slides on sleigh runners, handles 
even the heaviest snow. Just push it as you push 
a vacuum cleaner. 16” steel blade, 54” no-stoop 
handle. Snow-Dozer easily clears irregularities 
in sidewalks and flagstones — just lower the 
handle slightly to raise the ‘dozer blade and go 
on your merry way! Weighs less than five 
pounds. 

No. H836 Snow-Dozer $4.95 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


MAKE-BELIEVE KITCHEN is just the right size 
for make-believe cooks! The range and sink are 
over 2 feet high; refrigerator is over 3 feet high 
Refrigerator has “freezing” compartment, lots 
of shelf space and door shelves. Range has 
knobs for “burners” and oven, pull-out drawer, 
“clock-timer” and look-in plastic oven window 
The sink has a plastic lift-out tray that really 
holds water; simulated drain and faucets; two 
doors, with shelves inside. All are made of 
sturdy fiberboard. 

No. T730 Make-Believe Range $3.98 
No. T731 Make-Believe Refrigerator. $4.98 
No. 7732 Make-Believe Sink ... $4.98 


Walter Drake pays the postage 


FREE CATALOGUE sent with each order or on request. 
ass hundreds of 0 other useful ite items for home, garden, gifts, 


ey PLEASE PRINT WE SHIP WITHIN 24 HOURS! 
j Walter] Drake & ‘Sons GUARANTEE: Your money back 


se Drake Bidg., Colorado Springs, Colorado if you are not pleased. 


Nome of Article 


Total enclosed 


Colorado residents add 2% soles tox. 


Pleese add NOTHING for postage 
ZONE STATE Welter Drake poys the postage. 


Pleose—no C.0.D. It costs you at least 50c extra and mokes more work for us. 
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Ir A SPACE MAN from Mars should 
visit our back yard at this time of the 
year and then go home, I’m sure he 
would carry back the report to the 
Martian garden club that all these 
earthlings raised was chrysanthemums. 

That of course wouldn’t be quite 
accurate, do dominate 
the scene. Not only in our garden 
but just about every place you look 
you see the gay, vivid color of 
mums. Last year and again this 
year, we drove over quite an area, 


but mums 


and the story is the same every- 

where you go. 

And well it should be. I know of 
nothing that asks much less in the 
way of care, and tends so completely 
to its own business of producing a 
solid mass of color. 

There are so many, many different 
mums that probably no one person 
could have a complete assortment. 
But there are so many new ones, that 
we keep adding to our varieties. An- 
other year, and I'll have the annual 
struggle of less grass area versus more 
room for mums. [ll try to restrain 
myself or rather the mums. 

You think of mums as fall bloom- 
ing plants as they belong in the group 
that sets buds and blooms only with 
short days. Of course, you know that 
the florists have found that by cover- 
ing their plants with black cloth, they 
can produce bloom at any time of the 
year. 

This year we borrowed two tricks 
from the commercial growers. Some 
growers take wire such as used in re- 
inforcing concrete with the wires 
welded about six to eight inches apart 
lengthwise, and cross wired from eight 
to 12 inches. As the mums grow, they 
raise this wire to form a supporting 
frame. 

As this wire support has to be 
stretched tight, I figured a rigid sup- 
port would fit our purpose better. I 
ripped out some five foot long narrow 
strips three-quarters by 14% inch. To 
these we nailed cross strips, 34 by 
inch, forming rectangles. On some 
small creosoted posts that rose 36 
inches above the ground, I put 24 
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inch long cross arms. The wooden 
frames were laid on the ground to 
mark the positions, and the mum 
plants set. As the plants grew, the 
frames were raised by tying at the 
ends and to the cross arms. This win- 
ter these supports will do double duty 
in the greenhouse on snapdragons. 

The second commercial step we 
tried was covering the mums with 
black muslin to produce early bloom- 
ing. Our frames lent themselves per- 
fectly to this. The length of day and 
the light intensity will vary as you go 
north and south. For this area mums 
require a day length of about 14% 
hours to set buds. However, to bring 
them into bloom the day must be 
only about 1342 hours long. 

As most of you know there is a 
difference in varieties of mums as to 
their blooming time. Some will bloom 
early. This year, we have had some 
plants in bloom from the middle of 
July. Last year, some didn’t start until 
quite late in October. As frost threat- 
ened, I placed storm window sash in 
A-shaped wedges over as many as 
possible. On the 28th, locally, we got 
an honest-to-goodness killing frost. 

. 

As I implied in the beginning, 
chrysanthemums really dominated 
our back yard. I have always been 
lukewarm toward dahlias, owing 
to the labor of digging tubers in 
the fall. In other gardens I have 
been very fond of them. After 
attending a men’s garden club 
flower show last fall I saw so many 
gorgeous dahlia blooms that I felt 
I couldn’t hold out any longer. 
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So this year (I must confess, Mrs, 
T. did the planting), we have a plot 
of dahlias. We had our first bloom in 
July and they keep right at it until 
frost. Next year I am all for increas- 
ing the number and varieties. Al- 
though they have to be staked, they 
require little other care. Except, if 
you wish to have choice bloom, you 
should go over them and pinch off the 
side buds. 

. 


August-planted beans have been 


mighty tasty this month. 


We have most of our bulbs in, but 
there are a few yet to plant. Don't 
forget you can pot up tulips and 
daffodils. Place them outside in a 
cold frame, or in your basement or 
garage if they are cold enough. When 
there is good root growth they can be 
brought into the greenhouse or living 
room. Don’t forget that they need 
watering occasionally while making 
root growth. In the cold frame, I 
cover the tops with six to eight inches 
of sand, and find I can bring them in 
in late January or February. 

I suppose most of us confine our 
bulb planting to the crocuses, tulips 
and daffodils. There can certainly be 
no questions or arguments about them. 
But in the past few seasons I've learned 
that we had been missing a lot of 
things. 

Last spring we enjoyed the bloom 
so much from the chionodoxa, that 
we are adding to our plantings. They 
are related to the scillas and some- 
times called glory-of-the-snow. From 
that you will know that they are early 
risers. So by all means, if you haven't 
had some of these you'll enjoy seeing 
the China blue color showing as they 
push through the ground. 

Leu co’ jum (snowflake) was an- 
other bulb that was new with us last 
year, and is worth increasing the 
planting. They are closely related to 
snowdrops. With the white flowers 
on spikes, they do best in thick clumps 
and prefer somé shade.—J.E.T. 
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BRAND- NEW FLORIBUN DAC 


THAT WILL FILL YOUR GARDEN WITH FRAGRANT, COLORFUL 
BLOOMS ALL YEAR LONG! 


{  Foshionate 


AT LAST! A REALLY 
FRAGRANT FLORIBUNDA 


Here is a stunning floribunda that has long been a 
great favorite in florists shops throughout the 
country — and is now finally available as an outdoor 
variety for your garden. 


Yes, a great favorite with florists everywhere 
— because of its profusion of bloom, its delicate 
color, its perfection of bloom, its fragrance! 
And for these very same reasons, it is guaranteed 
to become your favorite floribunda! 


Just look at it . . . at its lovely pastel coral 
color .. . suffused with shimmering gold. 
The buds are an exquisitely deeper coral... 
and open into hybrid-tea-shaped 312” flowers 

.. with 30 to 35 petals. And, unlike many 

floribundas, Fashionette is really fragrant... 
a delightful old rose scent that is sure to 
captivate you. 


GUARANTEED TO LIVE AND 
BLOOM IN YOUR GARDEN 


An easy variety to grow, Fashionette 
is a prolific producer of both single 
stemmed roses and large clusters 
heavy with flowers. By ordering 

right now and planting this Fall — 

you can have this lovely new 
floribunda in your garden next Spring! 


$2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 


Newark, NEW YORK 
Brightening American Gardens for 87 Years 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
913 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Please rush me, in time for Fall planting, 
the following Roses: 


FASHIONETTE ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40) 
RED WINGS ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40) 


PINK CHIFFON ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40) 


Include, FREE with my order, your helpful ‘“‘Home Garden 
Guide"’. | enclose $. in full payment. 


a 


se 


yer 


2. Red, Winge 


(Pl. Pat. App. For) Anon-fading red 
floribunda! And what a glorious 
“red” it is — deep, rich, velvety-red 
that stands the hot sun without 
fading and withstands the spotting 
of summer rains. Yes, the color 
lasts — and so do the flowers .. . 
for days and days! Steadily pro- 
duces colorful blooms from June 
to frost. Particularly useful for dif- 
ficult spots in your garden where 
less hardy plants will not grow. 


$2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 


FRAGRANT 
3’2” CORAL BLOOMS 
BY THE HUNDREDS 


(PI. Pat. No. 1563) 


2 Pirk Chior 


(Pl. Pat. #1564) For lovers of some- 
thing different in roses! The light 
pastel-pink buds are long and 
pointed, with a touch of yellow at 
the base. They open into full 3” 


hybrid-tea-shaped blooms . . . with 
very light delicate pink petals while 
the inner petals retain a deeper pink 
tone. Flowers, either in clusters of 
six Or more, or on individual stems 
are constantly on the plant. Can be 
found at all leading florists. 


$2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 





for Glorious Blooms Next Spring 


LARGER QUANTITIES 
Y OU’LL want to order right away! Don’t risk 


disappointment later when some of these finest 9 
kinds may be out of stock. At special low prices for 
you to get acquainted with Burpee quality, here are 
favorites millions.order every year. Our Holland) 
growers know they must select the best for Burpee 
customers. Save time and money—order TODAY] 


Giant Red Emperor Tulips 
Largest, earliest, most brilliant tall giants! Intense S 
Rabies scarlet ; long streamline petals, spectacular! Flowers 
Black Parrot, open up to 9 in. across. Top-size bulbs. 10 BULBS 
almost 


25 Bulbs $2.50; 50 Bulbs $5.00 
life size 


Giant White Emperor Tulips 
Just as early, just as large as Red Emperor, in PURE 
WHITE! Incomparable planted either alone or with 
Red Emperor. Way below old prices! Top-size: 3 BULBS 


6 Bulbs $2.00; 12 Bulbs $4.00 © 
NOW-Enjoy The Wondrous Beauty Symphony Giant Peony Tulips 


Huge, extra double, American Beauty RED, 22 in. 
of The Amazing tall. A sensation! Its fragrance wins added praise. 

This is a special low price for top-size bulbs. g BULBS , 
7) GK 25 Bulbs $2.75; 50 Bulbs $5.50 


FOR ONLY Fantasy Giant Parrot Tulips Giant Trumpet Daffodils 

Immense, exotic, most beautiful of Glorious “Long Trumpets”, largest 

all Tulips! Deep rose-pink flowers on long strong stems. Yel- 

TU ims and salmon-rose, marked lows, whites, enehean mixed. An 
L with green. Top-size. 19 BULBS outstanding display in early spring. 


7 Colorful in beds, borders, 
25 Bulbs $2.50; 50 Bulbs $5.00 clumps. Ideal for naturaliz- $ 


L 


These Same Bulbs Tall Giant Darwin Tulips "8: Pine for bouquets.15 BULBS 


Cost $1.50 Each 
Just A Few Years Ago! EACH 


Intriguing, exotic, the prima donna of the garden! Wins in- 
stant attention and admiration—also enhances the beauty of 
every other tulip. Well worth the old high price, now indis- 
pensable at Burpee’s low cost. The unique, feathery petals are 
purple-black inside, dark as midnight; outside their velvety 
sheen is warmed with rich maroon. The large blooms are 
proudly borne on long strong stems 26 in. tall. Your Black 


Parrots will be the conversation piece of the season 
in your garden next spring, and prized as much as 
if you’d paid 10 times more. Top- 

size bulbs—you’ll want to order 10 

25 or more at this extra low price! BULB 


25 Bulbs *2.50—50 Bulbs *5.00 


SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS See eee 


W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 103 Burpee Building 


Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 
Send postpaid, with planting directions, the Burpee Dutch Bulbs marked: 
Fabulous Black Parrot Tulips 7527 Fragrant Large Flowered Hyacinths 7757 
610 Bulbs $i. (25—$2.50 (150—$5.00 O35 Bulbs $1. OI6—$3.00 [525—$4.50 
Giant Red an Tulips 7581 Large Flowered Crocus 7772 
C10 Bulbs $1. (025—$2.50 (150—$5.00 (50 Bulbs $1. (100—$2.00 1250—$5.00 
Giant White Emperor Tulips 7587 Giant Trumpet Daffodils 7744 
[8 Bulbs $1. (16—$2.00 — 00 OS Bulbs $i. (130—$1.80 (950—$3.00 
Symphony Giant Peony Tulips 7 King Alfred Giant Daffodils 7008 
(38 Bulbs $1. (025—$2.75 Cs0—$s. 50 08 Bulbs $1. (025—$§2.75 (50—$5.50 
Giant Fantasy Parrot Tulips 7529 World Famed Pink Daffodils 7030 
O10 Bulbs $1. (325—$2.50 7 C4 Bulbs $1. (©12—$2.75 (25—$5.00 














Beautifully formed flowers, all on 
long strong stems. Red, pink, yel- 
low, white, purple, violet-—all these 
and more best colors mixed! s 
Choicest kinds, top-size bulbs, 

same old low price: 10 BULBS 


50 Bulbs $4.25; 100 Bulbs $8.50 
Large, Fragrant Hyacinths 


Exquisite fragrance, stately spikes, 
showy colors. Choice Dutch bulbs 
in gorgeous shades of blue, yellow, 
pink, rose, carmine, white MIXED. 
At this special low price, you’ll want 
16 or more! Gardeners plant 

them freely in beds, borders, s 
and infront of shrubs. 5 BULBS 


16 Bulbs $3.00; 25 Bulbs $4.50 


Large Flowered Crocus 
At this low price you'll want 100 
or more! Wonderful for borders, or 
a carpet of color in the lawn. 

Blue, purple, yellow, white, 
and striped, mixed. 50 BULBS 


100 Bulbs $2.00; 250 Bulbs $5.00 


30 Bulbs $1.80; 50 Bulbs $3.00 
King Alfred Giant Daffodils 


Best-known, most popular of all daf- 
fodils. Huge golden yellow blooms. 
Handsome long frilled trump- $ 
ets. Tall strong stems. Lovely 
outdoors, and in pots. g BULBS 


25 Bulbs $2.75; 50 Bulbs $5.50 © 
World-Famed Pink Daffodils © 


You'll treasure these exquisite, un- 7 
usual, artistic blooms with lovely 
apricot-pink trumpets accented with 
silvery white petals. Pleas- 4 
ing fragrance. For years gar- 

deners paid $1 each. 4 BULBS 


12 Bulbs $2.75; 25 Bulbs $5.00 © 
Huge Mt. Hood White Daffodils ~ 


Largest and best! They highlight ~ 
any daytime garden, are dramatie 7 
in the evening. Handsome 

ruffied trumpets. Get 12 or 

more at this low cost.5 BULBS 


12 Bulbs $2.35; 25 Bulbs $4.25 


We send postpaid anywhere in continental U.S.A. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


103 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 32, Pa. or 
Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 


TR. 
EXT AS 


Large 
Flowered 
Crocus 











Tall Giant Darwin Tulips 7 Huge Mt. Hood White pared es 


ANY SIX 51 LOTS 
CIO Bulbs $1. (s0—$4. 25) 100—$8.50 (5 Bulbs $1." (1282.35 $e CO 
(0 Send All 12 $1 Lots above (7976) for only $9.75 FOR ONLY *5. 


Enclosed 1 ALL 12 $1 SPECIALS 
, t ON THIS PAGE 
RS 2 a os DOLLAR LOTS OF my KIND 


oO Send Burpee’s new Natural Color Fall Bulb Catalog FREE All Burpee Bulbs eecmamnaed to Bloom 








